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FOREWORD

Thomas Kuhn’s concept of a “paradigm shift” became a lived reality for both the Korean War 
Legacy Foundation and the World History Digital Education Foundation—organizations I 
established respectively in the State of New York in 2012 and in the State of Delaware in  
2016—when EuroClio formally welcomed them on April 27, 2024, during its 30th Annual 
Conference held in Sofia, Bulgaria. Supported by the Council of Europe, EuroClio comprises 
the history teachers’ associations of 48 member countries as well as numerous international 
partners. Upon unanimous approval granted at EuroClio’s General Assembly, my two 
foundations entered an unprecedented phase of collaboration with the history education 
communities of all eleven European United Nations countries that supported the Republic of 
Korea during the Korean War (the United Kingdom, France, Greece, Belgium, the Netherlands, 
Luxembourg, Italy, Sweden, Norway, Denmark, and Germany), as well as seven—originally 
six—former Eastern European communist states that supported North Korea (East Germany, 
Poland, Hungary, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Bulgaria, and Romania), in addition to 
EuroClio’s broader global network. This development represents a profound paradigmatic 
shift for our institutions, opening new horizons for international cooperation, cross-cultural 
engagement, and more ambitious scholarly and educational initiatives.

Our first formal partnership emerged during the 5th World Congress of History Teachers of the 
Korean War, organised by my foundation from August 1–4, 2024, at the University of Cambridge 
in the United Kingdom. History and social studies teachers from sixteen nations participated 
in a study of the United Kingdom’s Korean War curriculum, Exploring and Teaching the Korean 
War, published jointly with the UK Historical Association in 2020. On August 3, the Ministry of 
Patriots and Veterans Affairs (MPVA) of the Republic of Korea, the sole sponsor of my foundation, 
concluded a Memorandum of Understanding with EuroClio in support of our work. As a result, 
both my foundation and EuroClio jointly participated in the International Baccalaureate (IB) 
Annual Conference in Singapore from April 21–23, 2025, which facilitated our entry into the 
extensive global network of the world’s largest private K–12 educational system.

It was within this context that we launched the present IB World History curriculum project 
earlier this year. This book has been developed by leading IB curriculum specialists: Abbie 
Gometz (“Mid-Century Challenges to the Korean Monarchy and Korea’s Opening and Regional 
Responses”), Paul Grace (“Impact of Regional Rivalries”), Bridget Martin (“Impact of Reforms 
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under the Korean Empire”), Allison Cecil (“Impact of Japanese Rule”), and Lexi Oudman (“Impact 
of the Second Sino-Japanese War”). The project has been guided by my foundation’s Executive 
Director, Joseph Karb; Curriculum Director, Greg Ahlquist; together with EuroClio’s Executive
Director, Steven Stegers; Senior Program Manager, Dr Paula O’Donohoe; President,  
Ute Ackermann-Boeros; and Ned Riley of The International Baccalaureate (IB).

This curriculum book spans the extensive and complex historical period from the late Joseon 
Dynasty, beginning in the 1840s, through Korea’s tragic experiences of colonisation (1910–1945) 
and national division under United States and Soviet occupation in 1945. My recent monograph, 
The Metamorphosis of U.S.–Korea Relations: The Korean Question Revisited, analyses how Korea 
was internationalised through the 1882 Treaty of Peace, Amity, Commerce, and Navigation and 
subsequently marginalised amid the geopolitical rivalries of neighbouring great powers.

Commodore Robert Shufeldt, the American diplomat who negotiated the 1882 treaty with  
the Joseon Dynasty, famously wrote:

“The Pacific is the ocean bride of America—China and Japan and Corea—with their innumerable 

islands, hanging like necklaces about them, are the bridesmaids. California is the nuptial couch,  

the bridal chamber, where all the wealth of the Orient will be brought to celebrate the wedding. Let us as 

Americans—let us determine while yet in our power, that no commercial rival or hostile flag can float 

with impunity over the long swell of the Pacific sea. … It is on this ocean that the East and the West 

have thus come together, reaching the point where search for Empire ceases and human power attains 

its climax.”

—Han, 2022: 56

As the first American to articulate the notion of “the Korean Question,” Shufeldt also predicted in 
an 1880 letter to the U.S. Secretary of the Navy that “Corea would in fact be the battlefield of any 
war between China and Russia or Japan” (Han, 2022).

One of the most significant contributions of this curriculum book is its Korea-centred analytical 
perspective. It illuminates how the Korean nation responded to patterns of internationalisation 
and marginalisation—often accompanied by external disparagement—contrasted against the 
longstanding dominance of non-Korean explanatory frameworks. Korea’s Silhak (Practical 
Learning) tradition, major socio-economic and political reforms, resistance and independence 
movements during the colonial era, and the subsequent division of the peninsula are presented 
within this interpretive approach. Given the sensitivity and historical contestation of this period, 
our distinguished advisor, Professor Gregg Brazinsky, has offered invaluable guidance to ensure 
academic rigour and pedagogical reliability. I also want to acknowledge Professor Tae-Jin Yi whose 
research, writing, and guidance have provided invaluable direction and scholarly lines of thought for 
the chapters of this book.
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This IB volume represents the sixth book in our K-12 Global Korean Studies curriculum series and is 
expected to reach approximately 5,000 IB schools worldwide. The Ministry of Patriots and Veterans 
Affairs of the Republic of Korea has recognised the far-reaching significance of this endeavour 
and has extended unwavering support. I express my profound gratitude to the MPVA leadership, 
especially Vice Minister Kang Yun-jin, whose commitment to our work since 2012 has been 
instrumental in advancing this project.

Finally, I extend my deepest appreciation to EuroClio’s leadership—Steven Stegers,
Paula O’Donohoe, and President Ute Boeros—as well as to Ned Riley of The International 
Baccalaureate (IB) and to my own team: Executive Director Joseph Karb, Curriculum Director Greg 
Ahlquist, and the dedicated community of social studies educators who have made this book 
possible.

Jongwoo Han
Shinhan Chair Professor, Underwood International College, Yonsei University 

President, The Korean War Legacy Foundation & World History Digital Education Foundation
December 1, 2025
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Introduction
Gregg Brazinsky

Today a new generation of young people around the world is becoming interested in Korea’s story. 
They are inspired by the music of Blackpink and other K-Pop groups that stream on their cellphones, 
the innovative novels of South Korean writers such as Nobel Laureate Han Kang, and, of course,  
the unending slate of Korean dramas and movies that have gained international popularity thanks 
to Netflix and other streaming services. Korean is one of the few languages being taught at American 
universities to see enrollments increase in recent years while tourism to Korea from around  
the world has grown dramatically. It is fair to say that interest in Korea among young people  
has never been higher.

Yet the younger generation of K-Pop fans and K-drama addicts are usually only exposed to a part 
of Korea’s story. Most often it is the glitzier and shinier image of present-day South Korea that they 
consume as tourists and fans. That young people take such passionate interest in a culture that is 
different from their own is certainly a reflection of their intellectual curiosity and open-mindedness. 
But there is another equally compelling part of Korea’s experience that today’s younger generation 
too often misses out on: its long struggle for nationhood and independence. The chapters in this 
pathbreaking textbook, which cover the period between the mid-nineteenth century and the end 
of World War II, provide a thorough and engaging overview of these turbulent years. Written for 
International Baccalaureate students by a group of leading social science teachers from around  
the world and carefully edited by Jongwoo Han, Greg Ahlquist, and Ute Boeros, it is a unique 
curricular resource that will stand out as one of the best tools for introducing the next generation 
to Korea. Students who read the textbook will undoubtedly come to appreciate that Korea was 
not always a prosperous, developed country with abundant soft power and that the cultural and 
economic achievements of today are, in some ways, products of a vastly more difficult era  
in which much of the rest of the world often treated Korea as an afterthought. 

Kim Gu, a famous Korean nationalist and leader of the independence movement against Japan, 
captured the hardships that Koreans endured during the turbulent era covered by this textbook 
in an essay he published in 1946. “As a man belonging to a nation that has lost its independence,” 
he wrote, “I lived the seventy years of my life in much shame, sorrow, and trouble.” Kim’s life had 
traversed many of the events described in this book. He participated in the Donghak uprising as 
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a youth and remained committed to strengthening Korea and securing its independence for 
decades thereafter. He had spent several years in prison for his alleged role in a conspiracy to 
assassinate the Japanese Governor General and suffered torture at the hands of the colonial 
government. This did not stop him from participating in the March First demonstrations in 1919 
and then becoming a leader of the Korean Provisional Government in China. Like many Koreans 
of his era, his life was characterized by an unending but ultimately unfulfilled quest for national 
independence.

Kim’s life was a microcosm of the historical events described in the chapters of this textbook. 
These chapters tell the story of how all of Korea struggled to achieve national independence 
during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. It was a quest that they pursued in 
different ways for over one hundred years and, one might argue, are still pursuing today.  
The Koreans were not, of course, an itinerant people searching for a territorial homeland, 
but they were a beleaguered people whose autonomy was constantly being threatened and 
impinged on by the larger and more powerful nations surrounding them. They struggled  
to adjust their politics and ideas to a rapidly changing world in which longstanding elements  
of the international order were torn apart and powerful new technologies vastly increased  
the capacities of foreign powers to intrude in Korean affairs. 

What made the sudden intrusion of foreign powers so traumatic for Koreans, however, was 
not merely their military might and advanced technology. It was the ideas, religions, and 
worldviews that they brought with them. Westerners and Japanese brought to Korea new 
conceptions of enlightenment, new technologies such as electrification, and new religions such 
as Christianity which would exert a deep and pervasive influence over Korean society for decades 
to come. Koreans disagreed deeply and passionately about how to best achieve nationhood and 
independence in this rapidly shifting global environment. Some wanted to shut out foreign 
influences completely while others saw learning from the West and Japan as vehicles for 
enlightenment. Kim Gu and other Korean nationalists such as Gu’s rival and future president of 
South Korea Syngman Rhee were relatively conservative and pro-American. Others such as Kim 
Il Sung and Kim Won-bong believed that Korea’s problems demanded more radical solutions. 
This textbook, which perhaps more than any other available resource for secondary schools 
incorporates the Korean perspective on developments during the era of colonialism, shows how 
Koreans continued to exert agency during some of the most trying times in their history.

Organized chronologically, the chapters of this textbook offer insights into both the external 
forces that shaped Korea during the era of high imperialism and how Koreans adapted to, 
resisted, manipulated, transcended, and reshaped these forces. The first chapter looks  
at the period between 1840 to 1876 when the Joseon Dynasty found itself confronting  
a host of new foreign threats. Chinese hegemony in East Asia, which had set the parameters 
of Korea’s foreign policy for centuries, started to fall apart after the Opium Wars. The chapter 
describes how the Daewongun sought to prevent any reverberations of these events from 
reaching Korea through pursuing a policy of isolation and carrying out campaigns against 
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in the Hangeul alphabet before it ran afoul of the monarchy and was disbanded. Yet these efforts 
to effect change and reform were ultimately not enough to fend off foreign intrusions. Having 
gained America’s acquiescence and scored impressive victories against Russia on the battlefield, 
Japan made Korea a protectorate in 1905, paving the way for annexation five years later.   

Even Japanese colonization did not stop Koreans from envisioning themselves as a nation—
sometimes in competing ways. The Japanese colonial government employed a combination of 
political repression and cultural assimilation policies to extinguish any sense of Korean identity, 
but, as Chapter 5 demonstrates, Koreans resisted in a variety of ways. These included political 
protests such as the March First Movement Demonstrations, military struggles such as those 
waged by the Korean Independence Army in Manchuria, and literary and cultural activities that 
often contained subtle criticisms of Japanese rule. 

Japanese repression and Korean resistance both climaxed during World War II. Between 1937 
and 1945, Imperial Japan forced Koreans to fight in its military, labor in its mines and factories, 
and serve as sex slaves for its military. But Koreans found new methods—both violent and  
non-violent—to fight against their subordination. The final chapter captures this dynamic.  
It shows the various methods that Japan used to intensify its colonial rule and describes the 
harsh conditions that many Koreans were subjected to. It also devotes attention to the contested 
politics of Korean nationalism during this era. It shows how there were sharp disagreements 
among Koreans as to the best strategy for resisting Japan. Yet the resilience and cultural pride 
that lies at the heart of South Korea’s more recent rise to global prominence also comes across.

Taken together, the chapters in this textbook beautifully convey the diversity of thought that 
existed among Koreans during the late nineteenth and early twentieth century. It is easy to see 
this era as one in which Koreans did not really have much agency in shaping developments on 
the peninsula. Yet the chapters in this textbook show a much more interesting and complicated 
picture. The detailed and nuanced picture of Korea’s history presented in this textbook will be 
of great value to contemporary students and teachers for many reasons. History is never simply 
the study and memorization of dates and facts. Studying history forces us to imaginatively 
reconstruct the experiences of people who lived in other times and other places. This textbook 
asks students and educators to conjure in their minds a period of Korean history that speaks 
directly to major currents in global history, the situation on the Korean peninsula today, and 
some of the challenges that people around the world face in an era when globalization  
and free trade are being challenged by economic nationalism and localism.

The historical events related in this textbook occurred during the era of high imperialism in 
which the Western powers and Japan forcefully claimed territories in Asia and Africa. Driven 
by a combination of ideological and economic motives, they imposed their laws, customs, and 
languages on foreign peoples while extracting their resources and exploiting them through  
a variety of different means. Korea’s experiences coping with great power rivalry and 
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South Korea’s global position today owes much to the reform and enlightenment thinkers of 
the late nineteenth and early twentieth century. The Independence Club and other progressive 
intellectuals of the era wanted to strengthen Korea, but they wanted to strengthen it so that it 
could participate and thrive in the international community. After being left in ruin by the Korean 
War, South Korea has managed to do just that. It went through a period of remarkable economic 
growth during the 1960s, 70s, and 80s that turned it into one of the world’s leading economies. 
Since the 1990s, it has transitioned to a pluralistic democracy and often ranks as high or higher 
than the United States on major indices of democratization. It plays an active and important role 
in international organizations ranging from the United Nations to the G20 to cultural and human 
rights organizations. South Korea has, in many ways, fulfilled the vision of Korea as a modern 
nation that nationalists such as Soh Jaepil, Kim Gu and others envisioned, although it has not 
been able to achieve their dream of a unified nation.

As students engage with the activities and materials included in this textbook about the 
dilemmas that Koreans faced during the late nineteenth and early twentieth century, they will 
no doubt also reflect on how those dilemmas are like the ones that people around the world face 
today. We live in an era in which the forces of globalization and integration are increasingly 
coming to clash with localism and nativism. After decades of a liberal internationalist 
world order based on the free flow of trade and ideas, many leaders and people are suddenly 
expressing ambivalence about the changes that this order has brought about. Some see 
globalization as a force that has raised living standards around the world and enabled peoples 
in different countries to learn from each other in unprecedented ways. But others see it as a 
force that has destroyed jobs and threatened native cultures and identities. It is a debate not 
unlike the one that Koreans engaged in during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries 
when Western and Japanese influence suddenly became impossible to resist.

One of the key reasons that South Korean cultural productions have enjoyed an exponential 
growth in popularity around the world in recent years is that so many people see reflections 
of themselves and potential new identities in its artists, themes and characters. This textbook 
helps students and teachers find the same relatability in a much earlier generation of Koreans. 
Hopefully, it can enable today’s younger generations to understand more deeply the full story 
behind how Korea became such an important global force.
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  Portrait of King Cheoljong, 1861   King Heonjon’s Wedding Ceremony, 1844

The most dominant of these were the Andong Kim and Pungyang Jo clans, who alternated control 
over the state apparatus through strategic marriage alliances with the royal house. These families 
ensured their daughters married into the royal family, allowing them to place relatives in key positions 
throughout the court and bureaucracy. Once their power was established, they actively excluded rival 
families from meaningful political participation, thereby monopolising civil and military offices. 
The Andong Kim clan, in particular, exerted nearly unbroken control from the reign of King Sunjo  
(r. 1800-1834) through to the reign of King Cheoljong (r. 1849-1863), with figures such as Kim Jo-sun and 
his descendants effectively running the state behind the throne. 
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These abuses fed into broader administrative inefficiencies. Taxation, which relied on accurate land 
surveys and household records, became erratic and exploitative. Many yangban evaded taxes entirely, 
forcing greater burdens on commoners. As the central government failed to ensure fair distribution of tax 
responsibilities or protect its subjects from abusive officials, public trust in the state diminished sharply. 
Peasant unrest and banditry increased in the countryside, and the state lacked both the will and the 
means to respond effectively.

The weakness of the monarchy during this period exacerbated these trends. With real power held by in-law 
clans, kings such as Sunjo and Cheoljong were unable to discipline corrupt officials or enact significant 
reform. Cheoljong, in particular, was selected for the throne because he was perceived as a powerless 
figurehead. He was a distant relative from the royal line with little education or political experience, 
chosen by the Andong Kim clan to ensure their continued dominance. The erosion of royal powers was 
not only symbolic but also structural — key decisions were made in royal councils dominated by the in-
laws, while the king was increasingly sidelined. 

These conditions generated growing cynicism toward the Confucian ideals of just rule and virtuous 
government. The social contract at the heart of Joseon political ideology — that the state would protect 
the people in exchange for their loyalty and labor — was breaking down. Disillusionment with officialdom 
laid fertile ground for the spread of heterodox ideologies, such as Catholicism and later Donghak, both of 
which challenged the authority of the state and the legitimacy of its Confucian moral order. 

Attempts at Central Control
Despite the dominance of the in-law factions, there were attempts — though mostly short lived and 
unsuccessful — by some monarchs to reassert central authority. King Jeongjo (r. 1776-1800), the last 
truly powerful Joseon monarch before the onset of sedo jeongchi, made significant efforts to reform the 
bureaucracy and curb the influence of factional politics. He established the Kyujanggak royal library as an 
institution for scholarly reform and recruited talented officials from outside the main factions, including 
individuals from seo (secondary status) families. Jeongjo also attempted to centralise military command 
and improve governance in the provinces. 

However, Jeongjo’s death in 1800 marked the end of these reform efforts. His successor, Sunjo, was only 
10 years old at his accession, leaving the door open for Kim Jo-sun, his maternal grandfather, to dominate 
court politics. The trend continued with Cheoljong, whose reign was essentially controlled by the Andong 
Kim faction. Unlike Jeongjo, these kings lacked the political leverage or personal capability to challenge 
the existing power structure. 

Indeed, what reformist movements did occur were often undone by entrenched clan interests. Even 
when public sentiment and elite reformers demanded change, the lack of an independent monarch with 
sufficient political base made it impossible to implement structural reforms. In many cases, attempts at 
central control were reactive rather than proactive — meant to suppress unrest or consolidate clan power 
rather than to fundamentally improve governance. 
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Internal Politics and Korea’s Response to External Threats
Korea’s response to the mounting external threats of the mid-19th century was not simply reactive; it 
was deeply shaped by internal political dynamics and long-standing ideological commitments. Within 
the royal court — firmly dominated by the Andong Kim clan — foreign affairs were interpreted through 
a distinctively Korean neo-Confucian lens, rooted in the kingdom’s self-conception as the last bastion 
of moral governance and ritual orthodoxy. Korea’s tributary relationship with Qing China was not only 
a diplomatic framework but a pillar of Joseon’s own legitimacy. For many within the ruling elite, Qing 
weakness in the face of Western aggression during the Opium Wars (1839-42) was less a call for reform 
than a cautionary tale: foreign engagement was seen as corrosive to Confucian values, social hierarchy, 
and the moral order on which Joseon society was built. 

Rather than opening the door to external influence, Korean leaders actively reaffirmed their ideological 
and political isolation. Western imperialism — especially British incursions into China — was framed in 
Korean discourse not as a geopolitical reality to confront but as a civilisational threat to resist. The fear was 
not merely of military invasion but of cultural contamination, moral decay, and the potential breakdown of 
Korea’s carefully maintained social order. In this context, the maintenance of strict isolationism became not 
a failure to modernise, but a conscious expression of national sovereignty, internal stability, and elite control. 

Within Korea’s ruling class, divergent perspectives began to appear as Qing authority declined. A handful 
of court officials quietly questioned the wisdom of continued isolation, especially in light of Russia’s 
growing presence in the northeast. These figures — often marginalised or lacking clan backing — proposed 
limited diplomatic engagement with Russia as a means of protecting Korea’s northern frontier. However, 
these proposals were repeatedly suppressed by the dominant Andong Kim faction, who feared that any 
shift in foreign policy might invite not only foreign demands but domestic political rebalancing. In this 
way, foreign affairs remained inseparable from internal court politics: foreign contact was viewed not as 
a matter of statecraft, but as a potential destabiliser of the existing domestic power structure. 

For Korea’s ruling elite, the transformation of Japan, a neighbour who was also historically isolated, 
into a state succumbing to Western influence following the arrival of the United States in 1853, served 
as a stark warning. Unlike some Japanese leaders, Korean officials did not see the West as a source of 
opportunity or technological progress. Instead, Japan’s example reinforced a growing sense that isolation 
was a shield — however fragile — against internal upheaval and foreign domination. Joseon’s position 
became paradoxical: increasingly surrounded by states undergoing forced transformation, Korea remained 
committed to defending its autonomy by refusing to change. 

Amidst this atmosphere of mounting uncertainty, Yi Ha-eung — the Daewongun — emerged in the 1860s 
as a powerful regent seeking to restore royal authority. Though briefly open to pragmatic diplomacy 
with certain European powers such as France, his primary objective was not engagement but internal 
consolidation. His early overtures were calculated, aimed at strengthening his position rather than opening 
the kingdom. Ultimately, he aligned with Korea’s dominant conservative consensus: that sovereignty 
could best be preserved through cultural purification, restoration of Confucian discipline, suppression of 
heterodox beliefs, and military self-reliance. (There will be more on this later in the chapter.)
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Catholicism and Court Responses, 1830s-1860s
The court’s response to Catholicism was uneven, and it fluctuated based on internal political alignments 
and broader concerns about foreign influence. Even before the 1830s, Catholics had already faced periodic 
repression, with early converts — including prominent scholars and laypeople — persecuted for their beliefs. 
Between 1834 and 1849, there was a more sustained and systematic ban on Catholicism, during which its 
adherents were subjected to severe persecution. The most notorious of these crackdowns occurred in 1839 
during the Gihae Persecution, when dozens of Korean Catholics and several French missionaries were 
executed. To the Joseon monarchy, Catholicism appeared deeply subversive: its rejection of ancestral rites, 
its emphasis on salvation, and its loyalty to a foreign Pope all directly undermined Confucian principles 
of filial piety and political hierarchy. 

A brief period of toleration emerged under King Cheoljong (1849-1863), who reversed these persecutions. 
Whether driven by political calculation or genuine openness, his reign witnessed the near doubling of 
Korea’s Catholic population, from approximately 11,000 to around 20,000. Foreign missionaries operated 
more freely, and Korean converts grew bolder in practicing and spreading their faith. This toleration, 
however, did not reflect a broad-based acceptance within the court. Rather, it was a fragile detente, subject 
to reversal based on internal power dynamics and shifting external threats. 

Foreign Invasions and the Politics of Religion
The destruction of Beijing by Anglo-French forces during the Second Opium War in 1860 reverberated 
deeply in Korea. For the Korean court, the humiliation of Qing China — long regarded as the centre of 
regional order — raised alarm questions about Korea’s own vulnerability. If the Qing could be subdued by 
Western powers, what chance did Joseon have? Within the elite, debate emerged over how best to avoid 
a similar catastrophe. Some officials argued that tolerating Catholic communities in Korea might soften 
Western hostility, using religion as a buffer against intervention. Others, however, viewed Catholicism as 
a dangerous threat to Confucian orthodoxy and social order. As a result, Korea’s Catholic population — both 
foreign missionaries and Korean converts — became enmeshed in larger struggles over how to confront 
the new world of Western imperial pressure and shifting power in East Asia. 

In this volatile context, the rise of the Daewongun (Yi Ha-eung) to the regency in the 1860s brought initial 
signs of pragmatism. He appeared amenable to maintaining relations with French missionaries, seeing 
them as a potential counterweight to Russian advances on Korea’s northern border. For a brief period, 
the presence of Catholic missionaries was tolerated, particularly because France could be useful as a 
geopolitical buffer. However, this could be seen as a tactical move rather than a sign of ideological shift. 

Other factions within the court, notably those led by Dowager Queen Jo [Queen Shinjeong], remained 
vehemently opposed to Catholicism. They regarded it as a dangerous and foreign-influenced cult that 
undermined state legitimacy. Their fears were seemingly confirmed in early 1866, when two Korean 
Catholic concerts bypassed official channels and approached the Daewongun directly — an extraordinary 
breach of court protocol. On 9 January, 1866, the court issued orders for their arrest on charges of treason, 
marking a dramatic reversal in policy.
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I. �Korea Confronts Japan: From the Shinmiyangyo 
to the Treaty of Ganghwa (1876)

Inquiry  
Question

To what extent did the Treaty of Ganghwa mark the beginning of Korea’s loss 
of sovereignty?

In the years leading up to 1876, Korea’s leaders faced a growing dilemma: how to defend sovereignty in 
a world where isolation appeared increasingly unsustainable. The Shinmiyangyo (as mentioned in the 
previous chapter) of 1871 had already shown the tension between Korea’s Confucian worldview and the 
realities of Western imperialism. When a U.S. naval squadron entered Korean waters demanding trade 
and redress for the General Sherman incident of 1866, the Daewongun refused negotiation. Instead, Korean 
forts on Ganghwa Island engaged the Americans, who responded by bombarding and destroying coastal 
defences before withdrawing. 

For the Daewongun, this was declared a moral victory: Korea had repelled foreign intrusion without 
conceding its Confucian order. Monuments were erected to honour fallen soldiers, and the event was 
enshrined as proof that steadfast isolation, not compromise, preserved national dignity. Yet the clash 
also underscored Korea’s vulnerability to modern firepower, a fact not lost on reform-minded officials or 
neighbouring powers. 

When the Daewongun fell from power in 1873, King Gojong and Queen Min inherited a court divided 
over how to interpret these lessons. Conservatives took Shinmiyangyo as confirmation that Korea should 
continue to close its doors, while a smaller circle of reformers argued that technological backwardness 
had been brutally exposed. For them, isolation alone could not guarantee survival. 

The immediate trigger for the treaty was the Unyo Incident of 1875. When the Japanese gunboat Unyo 
entered waters near Ganghwa Island, Korean shore batteries opened fire, consistent with the long-standing 
policy of repelling intruders. The Japanese responded by bombarding the coastal defenses and then 

Factionalism  
in the royal court

Competition between political groups within the court, influencing decisions about 
reform, foreign policy, and succession.

Unequal treaties Agreements imposed by foreign powers on weaker states, giving privileges to 
outsiders and undermining the host country’s sovereignty.

Sovereignty The authority of a state to govern itself without outside interference; increasingly 
challenged in late 19th-century Korea.
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TOK Question: When a historical event is represented only through the lens of one nation,  
to what extent can we still claim to “know” what truly happened?

This Japanese woodblock print portrays the 1876 Ganghwa Incident, the event through which 
Japan forced Korea to open its ports. While it conveys Japanese pride and military strength, it 
erases the Korean experience of coercion and loss of sovereignty. From a Theory of Knowledge 
perspective, this absence highlights how knowledge is shaped by power: what we “know” 
about the past often reflects the perspectives of those individuals or sections within a society 
who had the means to record and circulate their version of events. Korea’s resistance and 
perspectives, largely missing from such depictions, challenge us to question how one-sided 
representations become accepted as truth. The image thus illustrates the fragility of historical 
knowledge when the voices of the colonised are marginalised or excluded. 

Making Connections: How might the discovery of the Unyo report from September 29, 1875 
(see above Skills and Competencies of a Historian) impact the interpretation of this Japanese 
artwork?

 TOK Connection??

  Japanese woodblock print, depicting the landing at Ganghwa
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II. �King Gojong’s Reforms and the Role  
of Queen Min

Inquiry  
Question

How far were King Gojong’s reforms driven by internal modernization goals 
versus external pressures?

When King Gojong ascended the throne in 1863, he was only a teenager. His early reign was dominated by his 
father, the Daewongun, who governed as regent and became synonymous with isolation and conservative 
reform. For the Daewongun, Korea’s survival depended on defending tradition, suppressing foreign contact, 
and reinforcing Confucian hierarchies. Yet when he was ousted from power in 1873, the political landscape 
changed. Gojong, supported by Queen Min, embarked on a new course: modernisation pursued not through 
wholesale adoption of foreign systems, but through a deliberate, selective process meant to preserve Korean 
sovereignty and identity.

Queen Min’s Political Role
Queen Min was central to this process. Far from a passive consort, she built alliances with pro-reform 
officials and carefully positioned herself as a mediator between competing factions. She saw that Korea 
could not remain insulated while its neighbours transformed. The Meiji Restoration in Japan had redefined 
what it meant to be a modern state, and the presence of Western imperial powers on China’s borders 
showed the dangers of failing to adapt. Queen Min consistently argued that Korea’s modernisation must be 
selective and adapted to Korean traditions so that reforms strengthened rather than eroded the monarchy.
 
Her political strategy was pragmatic and highly diplomatic. At first, she cultivated Qing support to offset 
Japanese pressure, but when Qing dominance began to look suffocating, she explored ties with Russia. 
This balancing strategy was not evidence of weakness but of active statecraft: Korea’s leadership sought 
to prevent domination by any one foreign power. At home, however, this activism earned her powerful 
enemies. Conservative yangban officials accused her of undermining Confucian stability, while younger 
radicals dismissed her approach as too cautious. Despite these challenges, Queen Min’s influence positioned 
her as both a defender of Korean independence and a symbol of its contested path to reform.

Reform Initiatives under Gojong and Queen Min
From the mid-1870s, Gojong and Queen Min oversaw reforms that reshaped the state. At the institutional 
level, they created new ministries — Foreign Affairs, Commerce, and the Military — that reflected the needs 
of a modern bureaucracy. They also reorganised the army, establishing elite units trained by Japanese 
advisors and later supplemented with Western instructors. 

But modernisation was not confined to government offices. Educational reform was particularly significant. 
New schools were founded in the capital and provincial centres, teaching not only Confucian classics but 
also science, mathematics, and foreign languages. The first modern military academy was established, 
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and in the 1880s institutions like the Yugyeong Gongwon (Royal English School) offered English-language 
instruction. Mission schools, often supported by American and European missionaries but sanctioned by 
the court, introduced a new model of education that emphasised merit and technical skills over lineage. 
Though initially small in scale, these schools produced a generation of reform-minded officials and 
intellectuals who would later drive both modernisation and nationalist movements. 

Universities and technical academies also began to emerge as a key feature of Korea’s modernisation drive. 
The Dongmunhak (Bureau of Translation), established in 1883, trained interpreters in foreign languages 
such as English, Japanese, and Chinese, equipping them to negotiate treaties, read foreign newspapers, 
and engage in diplomacy on its own terms. This alone represented a dramatic departure from centuries 
of Confucian orthodoxy, which had prized literary cultivation above practical skills. It was followed by 
academies dedicated to law, commerce, and military service, each of which introduced subjects that were 
entirely new to the Korean curriculum. By sponsoring these institutions, the royal household signaled a 
recognition that Korea could no longer rely on the narrow intellectual training of the old literati if it wished 
to survive in a world of international law, modern warfare, and global commerce. 

Even more revolutionary was the decision to allow children of commoners to attend these schools. 
Education had long been the preserve of the aristocracy, and for a farmer’s or merchant’s son to gain entry 
into institutions once reserved for the elite marked a profound shift in Korea’s social structure. Though 
only a small number were able to benefit at first, the precedent it set was extraordinary: the idea that 
talent and aptitude, rather than birth, could determine one’s role in public life. This erosion of yangban 
privilege, though gradual, was one of the most transformative legacies of the 1880s reforms. 

Women, too, began to enter the sphere of formal education, largely through the patronage of Queen Min. 
She supported the establishment of the Myeongshin Girls’ School, one of the earliest institutions for female 
education in Korea. Its curriculum combined moral instruction with geography, arithmetic, and history 
— subjects that had never before been considered suitable for girls. While contemporaries sometimes 
dismissed such efforts as tokenistic, the long-term impact was significant. Alumni of these schools would 
later emerge as writers, teachers, and even activists in the independence movement, linking women’s 
education to the broader currents of national survival and self-strengthening. 

A New Public Sphere: Newspapers and Knowledge
Education reforms were closely linked to a second innovation: the creation of a modern print culture. In 
1883, the government founded the Hanseong sunbo (Seoul Trimonthly), the country’s first newspaper. 
At first, its audience was limited, since it was printed in classical Chinese and addressed to officials. 
However, its very existence marked a departure from the idea that political knowledge should circulate 
only within the narrow channels of the bureaucracy. For the first time, world events, government policy, 
and discussions of reform could be transmitted regularly in printed form. 
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  The inaugural issue of the Hanseong 
sunbo, published 31 October, 1883

As the 1880s progressed, newspapers increasingly adopted Hangeul, the Korean alphabet long associated 
with women and commoners but rarely used in official contexts. This choice was transformative. It allowed 
newspapers to reach an audience far beyond the scholar-official class, introducing new readers to debates 
about trade, foreign affairs, and modernisation. It also gave Hangul an elevated national significance: no 
longer dismissed as a script for the uneducated, it began to be seen as a vehicle for modern citizenship. 
In this sense, the expansion of newspapers both widened political participation and nurtured a sense of 
Korean identity that transcended class boundaries.

Infrastructure and Industry
Alongside education and print culture, Gojong pursued efforts to modernise Korea’s infrastructure and 
economy. One of the earliest and most symbolic initiatives was the creation of a national postal service in 
1884, which linked Seoul to the treaty port of Incheon and eventually to other provincial centres. Although 
short-lived — it was disrupted by political unrest later that year — the postal system represented a vision 
of a connected national community, facilitated by regular communication. Likewise, telegraph lines 
connected Korea’s major cities to international networks. 
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this stage of the revolution, these reforms were chiefly concerned with changes to the social and economic 
structures of the Joseon dynasty, and the emphasis was on providing greater levels of equality and social 
justice. By May 1894, a truce was negotiated between the Donghak leaders and the Joseon government. 
This brought the first phase of the revolution to a temporary halt, and some promises were made to enact 
some of the suggested reforms. 

  Donghak Army 
Capturing Jeonju 
Fortress in 1894
https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Siege_of_
Jeonju_Fortress#/
media/File:Occupation_
of_Jeonju.jpg.

  Major sites of the 
Donghak Peasant 
Revolution 1894.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siege_of_Jeonju_Fortress#/media/File:Occupation_of_Jeonju.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siege_of_Jeonju_Fortress#/media/File:Occupation_of_Jeonju.jpg
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siege_of_Jeonju_Fortress#/media/File:Occupation_of_Jeonju.jpg
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Extension Study the historians’ viewpoints in the next activity section, and integrate any of 
these views into your arguments to build up a more robust case and to consider more deeply 
the importance of perspectives to this question. 

The Nature of the Donghak Peasant Revolution
It should be noted that the Donghak Peasant Revolution of 1894 exhibited regional variations, shaped by 
both geography and local leadership. The southern uprising, centered in the Jeolla region and led by Jeon 
Bong-jun, was prominent during the first phase of the revolution in the spring of 1894. Later that year, in 
the autumn, a second wave of uprisings occurred in other regions, with Donghak religious leader Choe Si-
hyeong playing a significant role in mobilizing followers, particularly in the central and northern provinces.

A key distinction between the southern and northern branches of the Donghak movement lies in Choe Si-
hyeong’s emphasis on its spiritual foundations, contrasting with the militant approach led by Jeon Bong-jun in  
the south. Despite these regional differences, they were united in their opposition to increasing Japanese 
military presence as a result of the First Sino-Japanese War, leading to renewed uprisings in late 1894. The 
Battle of Ugeumchi of November 1894, fought close to Gongju, resulted in heavy casualties for the Donghak 
rebels against a more well-equipped and combined force of Joseon Dynasty and Japanese troops. This 
marked the decisive suppression of the movement. Following this defeat, Donghak forces were unable to 
sustain further resistance or advance their political and economic demands.

Key  Profile

Jeon Bong-jun 

Jeon Bong-jun 
was a key figure 
in the Donghak 
Peasant Revolution. 
Sometimes referred 
to affectionately as 
General Mung Bean, 
he was born in 1855 in 

Gobu in Jeolla Province in the South West of 
Korea. He was a follower of the intellectual 
and spiritual traditions of the Donghak 
movement that had emerged during the 
1860s. Jeon Bong jun was instrumental 
in leading the revolution against a local 
magistrate in January 1894. He secured early 
victories, including the Battle of Hwangryong 
River, and established localised governments 
called Jibgangso in areas across Southern 

Korea. These provide clues about the early 
roots of Korean democracy, as they were 
new forms of political organisation when 
contrasted with the ruling system of the 
Joseon dynasty. After the intervention of 
China and Japan, the Donghak movement 
was suppressed by late 1894, notably at 
the Battle of Ugeumchi. Jeong Bong-jun 
was later captured and executed in April 
1895. His statue can be seen in Seoul today 
and he is celebrated by many as a hero 
of resistance. The ideas of the Donghak 
movement can be connected to the far- 
-reaching modernisation efforts that took 
place during the Gabo reforms as well as 
contributing along the path to modernisation 
and democratisation in the 20th century.  
The religious ideas of the Donghak can also 
be seen in Cheondoism, which has a number 
of followers across Korea today.



https://www.perlego.com/book/1569896
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Perspective 3

But more than the high death toll, the most consequential outcome of the Sino-Japanese War 
was its impact on the future stability of the Korean Peninsula. Lots of blood had been spilled, 
and divisions between groups had hardened. The fault line appeared not only between the 
Donghak rebels and the Korean government officials and yangbans who had fought with 
the Japanese; deep fissures were also present within the Donghak movement itself. Jeon 
Bong-jun and other advocates of violent revolutionary tactics had split the movement by 
launching the Second Donghak Uprising. Sickened and disappointed, Choe Si-hyeong, and 
his protege, Son Pyong-hui, pledged that the Donghak movement would return to its original 
non-violent ways. The Sino-Japanese war had thus pulled Korean society even further apart, 
opening up wider rifts that other Great Powers — namely Russia — would use to their own 
advantage. The stage was set for increased turmoil in East Asia. 

Sheila Miyoshi Jager ‘The Other Great Game — The Opening of Korea and the Birth of Modern East Asia’ 

Questions:

1.	 �What is meant by the expression ‘1894 proved a watershed’ in Viewpoint 1? What reasons 
are given for this position? 

2.	 �How does Viewpoint 2 explain the spiritual and intellectual consequences of the Donghak 
Peasant Uprising? 

3.	 �In Viewpoint 3, what regional consequences for Korea are explained as a result of the 
upheaval of the Donghak Uprisings? Why could the actions of the Donghak leaders be 
viewed more negatively according to this perspective?

Construct an essay plan for a question which considers the consequences of the Donghak 
Peasant Uprising. You will need to consult information from this section and also the sections 
on the Gabo Reforms as well as the subsequent chapter.

Paper 3 Practice

Choose one question to respond to:

1.	 �To what extent do you agree with the claim that the Donghak Peasant Revolution brought 
about significant change to Korea?

2.	 �To what extent do you agree with the claim that the Donghak Peasant Uprising of 1894 
provided a basis for modernisation and reform across Korea? 
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II. �First Sino–Japanese War and Treaty of 
Shimonoseki

Inquiry  
Question

To what extent did conflict between China and Japan during  
the First Sino-Japanese War affect Korea and the regional balance of power?

Although the Donghak resurgence was the spark that brought troops from China and Japan to Korea in 
1894, tension had been increasing between the two countries in the years running up to the First Sino-
Japanese War.  Since the Gapsin Coup (see Chapter 2) of 1884, the Qing dynasty had exerted more direct 
rule over Korea and the spark for increased tension came about in March 1894 with Hong Jong-woo’s 
assassination of Kim Okgyun. A Korean moderniser who had taken part in the Gapsin coup, he was killed 
enroute to Shanghai because he was viewed as a traitor to his country for ushering in Japanese troops 
and later seeking refuge there. His death stirred up anger in Japan; the Qing authorities had allowed both 
the assassin and the remains of Kim’s body to be transported to Korea, where the body was mutilated and 
put on display. Anger towards China from the Japanese standpoint increased as a result of this incident 
with calls for a program of reform to be brought to Korea and with some calls to remove the Qing dynasty 
and thus upend the regional balance of power. 

As you have encountered in the reading above, there were multiple consequences of  
the Donghak Peasant Revolution. 

Evaluating Arguments

Historians write accounts which take account of these varieties of interpretations whilst also 
building their own arguments. When considering diverse perspectives it can help to consider 
the types of perspectives which are present within your area of focus. These might include: 

1.	 National perspectives 
2.	 �Perspectives from people at the time of the event — how people responded to the events 

across different sections of society 
3.	 �Perspectives across time — how views of an event may shift according to new 

developments in the history of a country or a region 
4.	 �Thematic perspectives which may focus on social, economic, political or environmental 

factors 
5.	 �Perspectives of experts, most notably historians and historiographical discourse 

From your study of the Donghak Peasant Revolution — what types of perspectives have you 
encountered so far? How have they helped you to build your understanding of the topic?  
What further perspectives would help to build your understanding?

Skills & Competencies of a Historian?
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Because of the widespread scale and challenge of the Donghak uprising, on June 3, 1894, King Gojong called 
for Chinese military assistance to suppress the movement. Under the Convention of Tientsin, signed in 
April 1885, China was obliged to notify Japan about military action in Korea. Subsequently, by the summer 
of 1895, an increased number of troops from both China and Japan had moved to Korea. Despite initially 
calling for assistance, Korean authorities had managed to take control of the uprising and then asked both 
sides to withdraw their troops, including a request for mediation from European powers. 

At this point, Japanese actions became more aggressive. War against China was now seen as their objective 
as well as creating the conditions for a program of reform across Korea. A key step in escalating tension 
came on July 19 when Japanese troops seized control of the Gyeongbokgung, the royal palace. This move 
was shortly followed by a naval battle on July 25th which led to the sinking of the chartered British ship, 
the Kowshing and the beginning of warfare between China and Japan. The nature of the war meant that 
there were both engagements at sea and at land, and in fact some of the key battles involved both forms 
of fighting. 

Japanese victory over China in the war was decisive, and there were a number of pivotal battles which 
brought this about. The first two led to Japanese control over the Korean peninsula while the second two 
led to incursions into Chinese territory. This gave Japan a strong position in the negotiations which would 
eventually bring the war to an end. 

Major Battles of the First Sino-Japanese War
It is useful to be aware of the chronology and course of the First Sino-Japanese War, as this can help with 
other regional studies for IB Paper 3. As you examine the battles below, reflect on how they would have 
affected the Korean peninsula and the changing balance of power in the region.

The Japanese military strategy throughout the First Sino-Japanese War followed a calculated progression 
that began with the Battle of Pyeongyang on September 15, 1894. Although not the first engagement, victory 
here brought important consequences as Japanese troops launched a successful surprise offensive from 
the north to overcome approximately 13,000 Qing Dynasty troops. This led to the surrender of the city and 
paved the way for complete Japanese control of the Korean peninsula.

Two days later, on September 17, a significant naval engagement occurred in the border areas of the Yalu 
River. Naval historians regard this Battle of the Yalu River with attention due to the effectiveness of the 
modernized Imperial Japanese Navy in the Yellow Sea. This decisive victory saw the Chinese fleet retreat 
to Port Arthur and cleared the way for a Japanese advance into the Chinese mainland of Manchuria.

The campaign then shifted to Chinese territory with the Battle of Port Arthur on November 21, 1894. Port 
Arthur held strategic importance for the entire region, and the Japanese were able to occupy it in a single 
day through a combined land assault and naval encirclement. However, this victory was followed by a 
massacre of residents witnessed by Western observers, including the mutilation of bodies and casualties 
ranging from hundreds to thousands. Despite these horrors, the victory gave Japan a very strong bargaining 
position in upcoming negotiations.
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THE YALU RIVER

BATTLE OF 
PYEONGYANG

BATTLE OF 
PORT ARTHUR

BATTLE OF 
WEIHEIWEI 

The conflict reached its final stage between January 18 and February 10, 1895, at the Battle of Weihaiwei. 
Across the water from Port Arthur, the Japanese took control of this safe haven for the remaining ships 
of the Beiyang fleet despite difficult winter weather. By the end of the battle, the Chinese Admiral Ting 
Ruchang scuttled his ship and committed suicide in an act of defiance. With the defeat of the Beiyang 
fleet at Weihaiwei, the stage was finally set for the peace negotiations.

The Battle of Pyeongyang in Korean Literature

Although the Battle of Pyeongyang formed part of the war between China and Japan, it has 
been reflected on by Korean writers in different ways. Most famously, it is featured in the early 
20th century novel  ‘Tears of Blood’ by Yi Injik, part of a literary movement known as the New 
Fiction genre in Korea. The book focuses on the lives of a family directly affected by the Battle 
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II. �The Gwangmu Reforms & Modernisation  
the State 

Inquiry  
Question

�™���‘�¨�”�ø�t�‘�d�±�t�d�÷�t�‘�R�§�R�‘�t�”�d�‘�•�¨�ø�÷�Š�ð�ƒ�‘�~�d�…���E�ð�c�‘�;���������•���������<�‘�Ó�d�ø�R�‘�t���‘�F�”�ø�÷�Š�d�‘ 
�§�÷�‘�����E�d�ø�5

Shortly after the creation of the Great Han Empire, Gojong introduced a series of reforms. These reforms 

had two main goals: to strengthen the position of the royal house and to move the Korean state towards 

modernisation. Modernisation was viewed by its advocates as critical to strengthening Korea economically, 

militarily, socially, and geopolitically in order to maintain its independence. More radical efforts to 

modernise had been proposed under the Gabo Reforms (see Chapter 3) but had received significant backlash 

from conservative elements. This new initiative, which would be known as the Gwangmu Reforms, 

therefore took a more restrained approach. Emperor Gojong’s edict of October 20, 1897 announced a focus 

on “adopting the new on the basis of the old.” This phrasing seemed designed to reassure more conservative 

leaders within the empire that Korean tradition was not being abandoned. The edict, nonetheless, marked 

the launch of a series of changes, many of which were designed to help bring Korea into the modern age.

�v���Ó�§�t�§�F�ø�Ó�‘�I�”�ø�÷�Š�d�c

���?�c���Ó�ƒ�t�d�‘�v���¨�d�E

In the first year of his reign as Emperor, Gojong appeared to oscillate between the idea of pursuing a 

semi-democratic model of government, closer to that of a constitutional monarchy, and an approach in 

which he would hold absolute power. Ultimately, the Emperor decided to establish an absolute monarchy. 

This was cemented with the introduction of a new central legal document — the State Law of the Daehan 
Empire — in 1899. While this did serve to markedly expand the powers of the monarch, some historians 

such as Hyunmo Park suggest that this decision was also driven by a belief that it would improve the 

efficiency of the system of government.

The State Law granted the Emperor the ability to have laws enacted and enforced, to reorganise the civil 

service, and to decide on all Korean military matters and foreign affairs. Gojong not only increased his 

personal power in this period, but his reforms also empowered the ministry that supervised the affairs of 

the royal family as well. By 1907, there had been 150 legal amendments giving new powers to the Royal 

Household Ministry.
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�I�ƒ�E�E�d�÷�F�¶

Another feature of the Gwangmu reforms was the effort to standardise the currency being used in Korea. 

This was done with the goal of strengthening the Empire’s position in global trading and to stabilise the 

economy. One key change was to move away from using the yang which was based on silver and instead 

implement the Korean won, a currency that would align with the global gold-standard. The 1901 Ordinance 

on Currency actioned this change and was followed by an ordinance to establish a Central Bank in 1903 

that would oversee all minting and the issuance of bank notes. 

Despite these important steps, by 1905 it was clear that the creation of the Central Bank proved difficult to 

fund and, while the groundwork had been laid, the Empire had been unable to successfully standardise 

the currency. This process was also made challenging due to the ongoing dominance of Japanese banking 

systems in Korea (see page 131).

�•���¤�d�E�÷�ð�d�÷�t�‘�#���÷���;���Ó�§�d�c

A number of different government-owned companies were created in the Gwangmu period. For example, 

the Samjeongsa corporation was founded to maintain a monopoly of Korea’s ginger industry. The Royal 

Household Ministry also strengthened the economic power of the Emperor’s family by securing control 

of mining and fishing rights, the national mint, the production of red ginseng, and the rail sector.

�Å�÷�R�ƒ�c�t�E�¶�‘�0�‘�Å�÷�…�E�ø�c�t�E�ƒ�F�t�ƒ�E�d

Traditional cottage industries and handicrafts were increasingly replaced by manufactured goods as 

modernisation picked up pace. Factories and plants were established for iron and brass products, pottery, 

and paper, as well as for the processing of consumables such as rice, beer, and tobacco. Prominent politician 

and moderniser Yi Yongik was one of many Koreans who played a key role in these efforts. He established 

factories for glass, porcelain, weaving and arms as well as advancing coalmining and railways projects.

Major infrastructure projects such as these created considerable transformation in various aspects of 

Korean life. This included the significant expansion of services such as the postal and telegraph systems 

(see map on page 119). Emperor Gojong established the Hanseong Electric Company with his own funds 

in 1898 and entrusted to it major projects in electricity, plumbing, and telephone networks. 

The company was also responsible for the construction of new tramlines. The first of these opened in 1899 

and was the second tramline in Asia, behind only that of Kyoto. By 1904, at least 16km of electric streetcar 

lines had been constructed. In 1898, the government established a railroad company, and Korea's first ever 

train line was constructed between Incheon and Seoul in 1899. At the same time, electric streetlights began 

to illuminate the city of Seoul, and an emphasis was placed on the development of energy industries such 

as oil and coal to fuel the introduction of widespread electricity use in Korea. 
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IV. Decline of the Korean Empire

Inquiry  
Question

�™���‘�¨�”�ø�t�‘�d�±�t�d�÷�t�‘�R�§�R�‘�����E�d�ø�‘�E�d�c�§�c�t�‘�	�ø�;�ø�÷�d�c�d�‘�d�…�…���E�t�c�‘�t���‘�d�c�t�ø�?�Ó�§�c�”�‘�ø�‘�;�E���t�d�F�t���E�ø�t�d�5

As Emperor Gojong and the imperial elites struggled to contain internal challenges to their rule such as 

the Independence Club, external threats began to grow. In particular, Japan began taking increasingly 

decisive steps towards the annexation of Korea in the early years of the 20th century.

�v�E���t���F���Ó�c�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�i���Š�E�d�d�ð�d�÷�t�c�j

�™�”�d�‘�	�ø�;�ø�÷�Q�����E�d�ø�‘�v�E���t���F���Ó�‘�D���������E

The Japan-Korea Protocol was signed in February of 1904. At this time, tensions over the Korean Peninsula 

between Japan and Russia were reaching a boiling point. In order to secure their advantage, the Japanese 

coerced Korean diplomats into signing this agreement. It enabled the Japanese to place military bases 

at strategic points in Korean territory, although the Protocol included an article that guaranteed Korean 

Independence.

�™�”�d�‘�‰�§�E�c�t�‘�	�ø�;�ø�÷�Q�����E�d�ø�‘���Š�E�d�d�ð�d�÷�t�‘�D���������E

In August of the same year, with the Russo-Japanese War underway, the Japanese imposed a new 

‘agreement’ on Korea. This document afforded greater control of Korean foreign affairs to the Japanese 

Empire. It required Korea to accept financial and diplomatic advisors sent by the Japanese and to consult 

with the Japanese government before signing treaties with any other foreign nation. Historian Yi Tae-

Jin describes this document as a ‘memorandum’ from the Japanese rather than an agreement or a treaty, 

since it did not include important features for formal diplomatic agreements. For instance, it did not have 

translations in both languages, nor details of the representatives authorised to sign it.

�™�”�d�‘�™�ø�…�t�Q���ø�t�c�ƒ�E�ø�‘���Š�E�d�d�ð�d�÷�t�‘�D���������E

�A���ð�N�O���i�ð�"�ö�ð�‹�“�Š�•�¼�ð�•�»�€�»�ð�€�ã�Ù�>�ã�J�¾�>�i�ð�"�ö�ð�¡�¾�>�ð�¡�ÿ�����ÿ�¾���ð�>�"�c�¾�>�ß�ð� �̂¾�ö�J�ð�¾���ß�ð�N�¾�;�¾���ã�B�ã�ð�y�>�ÿ���ã�ð�X�ÿ���ÿ�B�J�ã�>�ð�P�¾�J�B�O�>�¾�ð� �̂¾�>�6�ð���ã�J�ð

in Tokyo. The two diplomats met and drew up a memorandum which summarised their discussions; this 

has come to be known as the Taft-Katsura Agreement. They had reached an important understanding 

in this meeting: that Japan would not challenge US sovereignty in the Philippines and the US would not 

challenge Japanese domination in Korea. Aware that such bilateral meetings were imminent, Syngman 

Rhee had appealed to President Theodore Roosevelt to check growing Japanese power, which he argued 

was required by the 1882 US-Korea Treaty (see Chapter 2). These efforts were, however, in vain. Once the 

notes from the meeting were cabled back to Washington D.C., President Roosevelt — without consulting 

Congress — wrote to Taft to assure him that he would “confirm every word you said.” These documents 

were then kept secret for almost 20 years until they were discovered by historian Tyler Dennett in 1924 

who published the first work referring to them as an ‘agreement.’





https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/I_Wail_Bitterly_Today 






https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/2009/09/21/features/The-kings-letter/2910347.html
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from 1904 and 1905 were coerced because none included the instrument of ratification by the Emperor, 

undermining the validity of these treaties and the claims of the Japanese. Then, on July 31st, 1907, they 

coerced Sunjong into announcing the dissolution of the Korean Army. With the Korean Empire effectively 

rendered a puppet state, Sunjong’s reign would last for only three years until the formal annexation of Korea 

in 1910, another treaty that was made under duress and also did not include the signature of the Emperor. 

The 1910 Annexation Treaty was the final step in a series of treaties that were forced on Korea. The point 

is underscored in this final treaty because not only did it not include the seal or Sunjong’s signature but 

his oral will, later published overseas in San Francisco in 1926, stated that Japan had ratified the treaty 

and that he had not. The consequences of this 1910 treaty were significant and elicited equally significant 

responses from the Korean people as their country was forced to be part of the Japanese Empire.

�I���÷�F�Ó�ƒ�c�§���÷
The turn of the 20th century was a tumultuous time for Korea. It was clear to those living through this 

period that external pressures — especially from Japan, Russia and China — posed serious threats to Korea’s 

independence. There was disagreement, however, on how best to address these challenges. Conservatives, 

for instance, advocated a deepening commitment to Korean traditions while the Independence Club sought 

modernisation, international connections and further democratic processes within the monarchic system. 

Thus, events both outside and within Korea created increasing conflict and instability. Gojong’s efforts 

to strengthen the Korean state by establishing an authoritarian empire and by enacting the Gwangmu 

Reforms ultimately had limited success in staving off these threats. While efforts to modernise the state 

had progressed in some domains, particularly in the city of Seoul, many of the ambitious goals had not 

been reached. Meanwhile, Gojong’s oscillating position on many matters often fuelled social and political 

tensions and at times alienated elements of Korean society. Internal tensions and weaknesses were 

compounded as Japan took both political and military steps to increase its domination of the Korean 

peninsula. The Japanese establishment of a protectorate in 1905 was a key turning point in Korea’s 

colonisation and Korean resistance was severely suppressed.

�¡�§�c�t���E�§���Š�E�ø�;�”�§�F�ø�Ó�‘�T�d�?�ø�t�d�c

Historians dispute the extent to which Gojong should bear the blame for Japan’s eventual domination 

of Korea. Some, like Jae-Ho Kim, argue that he was a weak and indecisive leader who prioritised his 

personal power and did little to resist increasing Japanese imposition. Others, such as Tae-Jin Yi, 

view him as an ‘enlightened monarch’ and suggest that progress was being made in the Gwangmu 

period until it was cut short by the Japanese. Many also point to Gojong’s consistent campaign to seek 

foreign support in opposing the Eulsa Treaty as evidence of his commitment to Korean independence. 

Similarly, there is limited consensus amongst historians about whether Korean modernisation occurred 

only after it was made a protectorate by the Japanese or if it had already truly begun locally as part of 

the Gwangmu reforms prior to colonisation. Finally, there also remains historiographical and public 

debate about whether or not the United States ‘betrayed’ Korea by failing to intervene on its behalf in 

this period of Japanese encroachment. Many in Korea continue to hold this view, although defenders 

of Roosevelt point to a lack of clarity in the 1882 treaty as well as the necessity of the US policy for the 

nation’s interests at the time.
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Introduction

After examining the nature and impact of reforms under the Korean Empire, including the Gwangmu Reforms 

(1897–1904), efforts to modernize the state, the activities of the Independence Club (1896–1898), and Korean 

resistance to the Eulsa Treaty, the focus now shifts to the subsequent period of Japanese rule.

Korea shifted from an independent monarchy to a colony under Japanese authoritarian control, fundamentally 

altering its government and societal structures. The Japanese annexation and establishment of a colonial 

government in Korea brought significant social, economic, and political changes. This period was marked 

by both repression and resistance, including the notable Samil Independence (1st March) Movement of 1919, 

a widespread protest against Japanese rule that demonstrated Korea’s persistent nationalism, and desire for 

self-determination. Despite Japanese efforts to suppress Korean identity, resistance movements continued 

throughout the colonial period.

Nature Of, and Social, 
Economic and Political 
Impact of Japanese Rule05

IB Lines of Inquiry Inquiry Questions

Political impact of Japanese annexation and 
colonial government

To what extent do you agree with the perspective 
that annexation transformed Korea’s sovereignty  
and political life?

Repression and resistance, including Samil 
�Å�÷�R�d�;�d�÷�R�d�÷�F�d�‘�#���¤�d�ð�d�÷�t�‘�D���������E

To what extent do agree with the claim that Koreans 
resisted repression under Japanese colonial rule 
through political, cultural, and armed struggle?

Social impact of assimilation, including 
education, language and religion

To what extent do you agree with the argument that 
Koreans resisted assimilation policies in schools, 
language, and religion?

Economic developments in banking, 
industry and infrastructure

To what extent do you agree with the statement  
that economic changes under Japanese colonial  
rule affected Korean farmers, workers,  
and entrepreneurs?
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Timeline of Key Events

���������‘�D�@�F�t���?�d�E�‘�����E Korean independence activist An Jung-geun shoots Ito Hirobumi, killing him  
in the Harbin Railway Station in Manchuria.

�������� Korea formally annexed by Japan; Emperor Gojong forced to abdicate.

�������� �` �������� The Land Survey Program dispossessed many Korean farmers, creating 
widespread tenancy and significantly impacting Gogung’s land reforms.

���������‘�D�	�ø�÷�ƒ�ø�E�¶�‘�����E Emperor Gojong was found dead with symptoms of being poisoned, igniting 
national demonstrations against Japanese colonial authority.

���������‘�D�#�ø�E�F�”�‘���E �‹�ø�ð�§�Ó�‘�D�#�ø�E�F�”�‘���c�t�<�‘�#���¤�d�ð�d�÷�t�•�‘�÷�ø�t�§���÷�¨�§�R�d�‘�;�E���t�d�c�t�c�‚�‘�ø�?���ƒ�t�‘���‘�ð�§�Ó�Ó�§���÷�‘�;�ø�E�t�§�F�§�;�ø�÷�t�c�{�‘
thousands arrested or killed.

���������‘�D���;�E�§�Ó�< Provisional Government of the Republic of Korea established in Shanghai.

�������� Kim Kyu-sik appeals for Korean independence at the Paris Peace Conference.

�������� �` ���������‘�D�@�F�t���?�d�E�<�A�ø�t�t�Ó�d�‘���…�‘�I�”�d���÷�Š�c�ø�÷�E�§�•�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�Å�÷�R�d�;�d�÷�R�d�÷�F�d�‘���E�ð�¶�‘�ƒ�÷�R�d�E�‘���§�ð�‘�	�¨�ø�Q�Ã�§�÷�‘�R�d�…�d�ø�t�c�‘
larger Japanese forces; Japan retaliates with the Gando Massacre.

�������� Na Seok-ju bombs Japanese institutions in Seoul.

�������� �È���÷�c�ø�÷�‘�•�d�÷�d�E�ø�Ó�‘�‹�t�E�§�Ë�d�•�‘�t�”���ƒ�c�ø�÷�R�c�‘���…�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�¨���E�Ë�d�E�c�‘�;�E���t�d�c�t�‘�d�±�;�Ó���§�t�ø�t�§���÷�‘�ø�÷�R�‘
discrimination.

�������� Yun Bong-gil kills Japanese officers with a grenade in Shanghai and gains 
admiration in China.

In response to Korean opposition, Japan’s rule over Korea was not static but instead evolved, shifting 

imperial priorities and responding to international pressures. Through assimilation policies, economic 

restructuring, and political repression, the Japanese sought to entrench their control and eliminate Korean 

autonomy. However, Korean efforts to preserve their cultural identity, assert political independence, and 

resist through various forms continuously challenged this control. Understanding the methods of Japanese 

rule and the responses they provoked reveals important insights into the dynamics of authoritarian 

colonialism and the resilience of national identity under foreign domination.
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Key Terms

���÷�÷�d�±�ø�t�§���÷�‘�™�E�d�ø�t�¶�‘
�D���������E

Formally ended Korean sovereignty and began 35 years of Japanese colonial rule, 
framing all subsequent resistance as a fight for survival.

Battle of 
�I�”�d���÷�Š�c�ø�÷�E�§�‘�D���������E

Battle where 3,000 Korean fighters held off nearly 30,000 Japanese troops under 
Kim Jwa-jin. This battle became a legendary victory in nationalist memory, though 
�…���Ó�Ó���¨�d�R�‘�?�¶�‘�?�E�ƒ�t�ø�Ó�‘�	�ø�;�ø�÷�d�c�d�‘�E�d�;�E�§�c�ø�Ó�c�‘�D�•�ø�÷�R���‘�#�ø�c�c�ø�F�E�d�<�|

Cultural Rule 
�D���������_���������E

�v�d�E�§���R�‘�ø�…�t�d�E�‘�#�ø�E�F�”�‘���c�t�‘�#���¤�d�ð�d�÷�t�‘�¨�”�d�÷�‘�	�ø�;�ø�÷�‘�ø�Ó�Ó���¨�d�R�‘�Ó�§�ð�§�t�d�R�‘�F�ƒ�Ó�t�ƒ�E�ø�Ó�‘�d�±�;�E�d�c�c�§���÷�‘
�D�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�÷�d�¨�c�;�ø�;�d�E�c�{�‘�ø�c�c���F�§�ø�t�§���÷�c�<�|�‘�™�”�§�c�‘�;�d�E�§���R�‘�Š�ø�¤�d�‘�c�;�ø�F�d�‘�…���E�‘�F�ƒ�Ó�t�ƒ�E�ø�Ó�‘
nationalism and modern literature. At the same time, the colonial government 
tried to win over wealthy and powerful leaders while hiding the fact that ordinary 
people were still being controlled and oppressed.

Gando Massacre 
�D���������E

Mass killing of thousands of Korean civilians in Manchuria following Cheongsanri. 
The brutal massacre demonstrated Japan’s readiness to use collective 
punishment and fueled international criticism of colonial brutality.

Korean 
�Å�÷�R�d�;�d�÷�R�d�÷�F�d�‘���E�ð�¶�‘
�;�…���ƒ�÷�R�d�R�‘���������{�‘
�ø�F�t�§�¤�d�‘�§�÷�‘�#�ø�÷�F�”�ƒ�E�§�ø�<

Armed forces of the Provisional Government, most famous for victory at 
�I�”�d���÷�Š�c�ø�÷�E�§�‘�§�÷�‘���������|�‘�™�”�d�‘�ø�E�ð�¶�‘�;�E���¤�§�R�d�R�‘�t�”�d�‘�c�t�E���÷�Š�d�c�t�‘�d�±�ø�ð�;�Ó�d�‘���…�‘���E�Š�ø�÷�§�Í�d�R�‘
military resistance, proving that Koreans could inflict real losses on Japan.

Land Survey 
Program  
�D���������_���������E

Required land registration under Japanese authorities, dispossessing countless 
peasants and consolidating land into the hands of landlords and colonial 
companies. This program deepened rural poverty, fueled tenancy, and created 
the social base for later protests and strikes.

Provisional 
�•���¤�d�E�÷�ð�d�÷�t�‘���…�‘�t�”�d�‘
Republic of Korea 
�D���������E

�_�c�t�ø�?�Ó�§�c�”�d�R�‘�§�÷�‘�‹�”�ø�÷�Š�”�ø�§�‘�ø�…�t�d�E�‘�t�”�d�‘�‹�ø�ð�§�Ó�‘�D�#�ø�E�F�”�‘���c�t�<�‘�#���¤�d�ð�d�÷�t�{�‘�§�t�‘�¨�ø�c�‘�t�”�d�‘
�…�§�E�c�t�‘�ð���R�d�E�÷�‘�E�d�;�ƒ�?�Ó�§�F�‘�§�÷�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�”�§�c�t���E�¶�{�‘�c�¶�ð�?���Ó�§�Í�§�÷�Š�‘�����E�d�ø�j�c�‘�F���÷�t�§�÷�ƒ�§�÷�Š�‘�F�Ó�ø�§�ð�‘
to sovereignty despite Japanese rule. Though plagued by factional divisions 
and lacking formal recognition from major powers, it coordinated international 
lobbying, published declarations, and supported armed resistance groups 
in Manchuria and China. Its survival gave legitimacy and continuity to the 
independence movement in exile.

�‹�ø�ð�§�Ó�‘�D�#�ø�E�F�”�‘���c�t�<�‘
�#���¤�d�ð�d�÷�t�‘�D���������E

A nationwide protest involving nearly two million Koreans, brutally suppressed 
with thousands killed or arrested. Its significance lay in revealing the breadth 
of nationalist sentiment across classes, inspiring both diplomatic and militant 
strategies, and forcing Japan to shift from harsh “Military Rule” to the more 
controlled “Cultural Rule.” The movement was also strongly influenced by 
Woodrow Wilson’s Fourteen Points on self-determination, which gave Koreans 
hope that international principles could support their independence.

Wonsan General 
�‹�t�E�§�Ë�d�‘�D���������E

�#�ø�Ã���E�‘�Ó�ø�?���E�‘�;�E���t�d�c�t�‘�§�÷�¤���Ó�¤�§�÷�Š�‘�ø�?���ƒ�t�‘�����{�������‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�¨���E�Ë�d�E�c�|�‘�™�”�§�c�‘�c�t�E�§�Ë�d�‘�E�d�¤�d�ø�Ó�d�R�‘
how nationalism and class struggle were intertwined; economic grievances fed 
into broader resistance to colonialism.
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Key People

���÷�‘�	�ƒ�÷�Š�Q�Š�d�ƒ�÷ �¡�§�c�‘���������‘�ø�c�c�ø�c�c�§�÷�ø�t�§���÷�‘���…�‘�Å�t���‘�¡�§�E���?�ƒ�ð�§�{�‘�	�ø�;�ø�÷�j�c�‘�~�d�c�§�R�d�÷�t�Q�•�d�÷�d�E�ø�Ó�‘�§�÷�‘�����E�d�ø�{�‘
�c�¶�ð�?���Ó�§�Í�d�R�‘�ð�§�Ó�§�t�ø�÷�t�‘�E�d�c�§�c�t�ø�÷�F�d�‘�ø�÷�R�‘���…�…�d�E�d�R�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�c�‘�ø�‘�”�d�E���§�F�‘�ð���R�d�Ó�‘���…�‘�c�ø�F�E�§�…�§�F�d�|�‘
He underscored that violence could be used as a political tool, inspiring later 
nationalist militants.

Emperor Gojong �‰���E�F�d�R�‘�t���‘�ø�?�R�§�F�ø�t�d�‘�§�÷�‘���������{�‘�”�§�c�‘�R�d�t�”�E���÷�d�ð�d�÷�t�‘�ð�ø�E�Ë�d�R�‘�t�”�d�‘�c�¶�ð�?���Ó�§�F�‘�d�÷�R�‘���…�‘�t�”�d�‘
�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�ð���÷�ø�E�F�”�¶�|�‘�¡�§�c�‘�R�d�ø�t�”�‘�§�÷�‘���������‘�;�E���¤�§�R�d�R�‘�ø�‘�E�ø�Ó�Ó�¶�§�÷�Š�‘�;���§�÷�t�‘�…���E�‘�ð�ø�c�c�‘�;�E���t�d�c�t�c�{�‘
�”�d�Ó�;�§�÷�Š�‘�t�E�§�Š�Š�d�E�‘�t�”�d�‘�‹�ø�ð�§�Ó�‘�D�#�ø�E�F�”�‘���c�t�<�‘�#���¤�d�ð�d�÷�t�|

���§�ð�‘���¶�ƒ�Q�c�§�Ë �A�¶�‘�;�E�d�c�d�÷�t�§�÷�Š�‘�����E�d�ø�j�c�‘�F�ø�c�d�‘�ø�t�‘�t�”�d�‘�v�ø�E�§�c�‘�v�d�ø�F�d�‘�I���÷�…�d�E�d�÷�F�d�‘�§�÷�‘���������{�‘�”�d�‘
�§�÷�t�d�E�÷�ø�t�§���÷�ø�Ó�§�Í�d�R�‘�t�”�d�‘�§�÷�R�d�;�d�÷�R�d�÷�F�d�‘�F�ø�ƒ�c�d�{�‘�d�¤�d�÷�‘�t�”���ƒ�Š�”�‘�”�§�c�‘�ø�;�;�d�ø�Ó�‘�¨�ø�c�‘�E�d�Ã�d�F�t�d�R�|�‘
His effort gave Korea’s struggle diplomatic legitimacy on the world stage.

�‹�¶�÷�Š�ð�ø�÷�‘�~�”�d�d As president of the Provisional Government in exile, he lobbied the United States 
for recognition of Korea’s sovereignty. Though he achieved little immediate 
success, his advocacy kept Korea visible in American political discourse and 
foreshadowed his later leadership role.

Kim Gu ���‘�F�d�÷�t�E�ø�Ó�‘�…�§�Š�ƒ�E�d�‘�§�÷�‘�t�”�d�‘�v�E���¤�§�c�§���÷�ø�Ó�‘�•���¤�d�E�÷�ð�d�÷�t�{�‘�”�d�‘�d�ð�;�”�ø�c�§�Í�d�R�‘�ø�E�ð�d�R�‘�c�t�E�ƒ�Š�Š�Ó�d�‘
and helped coordinate with Korean fighters in Manchuria. His leadership 
embodied the more militant strand of exile nationalism, ensuring that armed 
resistance remained part of the movement.

���§�ð�‘�	�¨�ø�Q�Ã�§�÷ As commander of the Korean Independence Army, he led the force to victory 
�ø�t�‘�t�”�d�‘�A�ø�t�t�Ó�d�‘���…�‘�I�”�d���÷�Š�c�ø�÷�E�§�‘�D���������E�|�‘�™�”�§�c�‘�ð���ð�d�÷�t�{�‘�t�”���ƒ�Š�”�‘�…���Ó�Ó���¨�d�R�‘�?�¶�‘�?�E�ƒ�t�ø�Ó�‘
reprisals, gave Koreans a powerful symbol that armed resistance could succeed 
against overwhelming odds.

�+�ø�‘�‹�d���Ë�Q�Ã�ƒ �¡�§�c�‘�?���ð�?�§�÷�Š�‘�F�ø�ð�;�ø�§�Š�÷�‘�ø�Š�ø�§�÷�c�t�‘�	�ø�;�ø�÷�d�c�d�‘�§�÷�c�t�§�t�ƒ�t�§���÷�c�‘�§�÷�‘�‹�d���ƒ�Ó�‘�D���������E�‘�¨�ø�c�‘�ð�§�Ó�§�t�ø�E�§�Ó�¶�‘
minor but politically significant, inspiring younger radicals and demonstrating that 
resistance persisted inside Korea itself.

�Õ�ƒ�÷�‘�A���÷�Š�Q�Š�§�Ó �¡�§�c�‘�Š�E�d�÷�ø�R�d�‘�ø�t�t�ø�F�Ë�‘�§�÷�‘�‹�”�ø�÷�Š�”�ø�§�‘�D���������E�{�‘�¨�”�§�F�”�‘�Ë�§�Ó�Ó�d�R�‘�	�ø�;�ø�÷�d�c�d�‘���…�…�§�F�d�E�c�{�‘
drew admiration in China and international attention. His act linked Korea’s 
independence struggle with broader Asian anti-imperial movements.

�Õ�ƒ�‘�•�¨�ø�÷�Q�c�ƒ�÷ ���c�‘�ø�‘�t�d�d�÷�ø�Š�d�‘�I�”�E�§�c�t�§�ø�÷�‘�ø�F�t�§�¤�§�c�t�{�‘�c�”�d�‘���E�Š�ø�÷�§�Í�d�R�‘�‹�ø�ð�§�Ó�‘�D�#�ø�E�F�”�‘���c�t�<�‘�;�E���t�d�c�t�c�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�R�§�d�R�‘
in prison under torture. Her martyrdom highlighted the critical role of women and 
youth in the nationalist movement and became a lasting symbol of resistance.
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I. �Political Developments: Japanese Annexation 
and Colonial Government

Inquiry  
Question

To what extent do you agree with the perspective that annexation 
transformed Korea’s sovereignty and political life?

Koreans lost sovereignty in 1910 when Japan formally annexed the peninsula, abolishing the monarchy 

and declaring Korea part of the empire. Although Japanese military and political involvement in Korea 

began years earlier, the official annexation of Korea by Japan commenced on August 22, 1910. At this time 

under duress Emperor Gojong was forced to abdicate, “righteous armies” were crushed in the countryside, 

and sovereignty was extinguished in a single stroke of a pen. This sudden loss of sovereignty illustrates a 

cause and consequence dynamic in that Japan sought to expand its empire for geopolitical security and 

prestige, but the consequence for Koreans was the end (for a time) of their nation.

1.	

 TOK Connection??

 �#�ø�;�‘�c�”���¨�c�‘�����E�d�ø�‘�;�R�ø�E�Ë�‘�E�d�R�<�‘�¨�§�t�”�§�÷�‘�t�”�d�‘�_�ð�;�§�E�d�‘���…�‘�	�ø�;�ø�÷�‘�;�Ó�§�Š�”�t�‘�E�d�R�<�‘�ø�t�‘�§�t�c�‘�…�ƒ�E�t�”�d�c�t�‘�d�±�t�d�÷�t�‘�§�÷�‘���������|
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The Power of Naming

Look at a world map. The water between Korea and Japan is often labeled the “Sea of Japan.” 
But Koreans call it the “East Sea.” Why does this matter so much?

How It Started

�A�d�…���E�d�‘�t�”�d�‘���������c�{�‘�ð�ø�;�c�‘�ƒ�c�d�R�‘�ø�Ó�Ó�‘�Ë�§�÷�R�c�‘���…�‘�÷�ø�ð�d�c�•�‘�n�‹�d�ø�‘���…�‘�����E�d�ø�{�o�‘�n�@�E�§�d�÷�t�ø�Ó�‘�‹�d�ø�{�o�‘�n�‹�d�ø�‘���…�‘�	�ø�;�ø�÷�|�o�‘
�™�”�d�E�d�‘�¨�ø�c�‘�÷���‘�c�§�÷�Š�Ó�d�‘�c�t�ø�÷�R�ø�E�R�|�‘�È�”�d�÷�‘�	�ø�;�ø�÷�‘�F���Ó���÷�§�Í�d�R�‘�����E�d�ø�‘�D���������_���������E�{�‘�§�t�‘�;�E���ð���t�d�R�‘�t�”�d�‘�÷�ø�ð�d�‘
�n�‹�d�ø�‘���…�‘�	�ø�;�ø�÷�o�‘���÷�‘�§�÷�t�d�E�÷�ø�t�§���÷�ø�Ó�‘�ð�ø�;�c�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�§�÷�‘�¨���E�Ó�R�‘���E�Š�ø�÷�§�Í�ø�t�§���÷�c�|�‘�A�d�F�ø�ƒ�c�d�‘�����E�d�ø�‘�”�ø�R�‘�Ó���c�t�‘�§�t�c�‘
independence, it had no power to argue for its own name, “East Sea.”

After World War II

�È�”�d�÷�‘�����E�d�ø�‘�¨�ø�c�‘�…�E�d�d�R�‘�§�÷�‘���������{�‘�§�t�‘�?�d�Š�ø�÷�‘�F�ø�Ó�Ó�§�÷�Š�‘�t�”�d�‘�c�d�ø�‘�t�”�d�‘�n�_�ø�c�t�‘�‹�d�ø�o�‘�ø�Š�ø�§�÷�|�‘�A�ƒ�t�‘�?�¶�‘�t�”�d�÷�{�‘�n�‹�d�ø�‘
of Japan” had already become the international norm. Korea has pushed for dual naming, but 
Japan has resisted.

Why the Name Matters

���y �Naming = Power: The name on a map is not just a word—it shows which country had the 
�;���¨�d�E�‘�t���‘�R�d�F�§�R�d�|�‘�T�ƒ�E�§�÷�Š�‘�F���Ó���÷�§�Í�ø�t�§���÷�{�‘�	�ø�;�ø�÷�‘�”�ø�R�‘�t�”�ø�t�‘�;���¨�d�E�{�‘�¨�”�§�Ó�d�‘�����E�d�ø�‘�¨�ø�c�‘�c�§�Ó�d�÷�F�d�R�|

���y �Identity: For Koreans, “East Sea” is about protecting their culture and reclaiming their voice 
�ø�…�t�d�E�‘�F���Ó���÷�§�Í�ø�t�§���÷�|

���y Global Politics: Map names are political. They can confirm or deny a people’s history. 

Key Lesson

Names on maps are never neutral. They tell us who controlled the story at the time. For 
Korea, pushing for “East Sea” is not only about geography, it’s about undoing the legacy of 
�F���Ó���÷�§�Í�ø�t�§���÷�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�F�Ó�ø�§�ð�§�÷�Š�‘�t�”�d�§�E�‘�;�Ó�ø�F�d�‘�§�÷�‘�t�”�d�‘�¨���E�Ó�R�|

Question

���|	 �‘�¡���¨�‘�R���d�c�‘�t�”�d�‘�ð�ø�;�‘�¤�§�c�ƒ�ø�Ó�Ó�¶�‘�F���ð�ð�ƒ�÷�§�F�ø�t�d�‘�R���ð�§�÷�ø�÷�F�d�‘���E�‘�F���÷�t�E���Ó�5

Government and Political Control
Korea’s sovereignty ended with the Annexation Treaty of 1910. The monarchy was dissolved and the 

peninsula was declared part of the Japanese Empire, though the validity of the treaty remains in question. 

Historian Ki-baik Lee describes this event as the culmination of decades of humiliation, from unequal 

and coerced treaties to Emperor Gojong’s forced abdication. For Koreans, annexation was not simply a 

political transfer but the symbolic death of their nation. 

�ˆ�ü�ã�ð�Ù�"���"���i�ð�c�¾�B�ð�÷�"�b�ã�>���ã�ß�ð�J�ü�>�"�O�÷�ü�ð�J�ü�ã�ð�"�ö�ö�ÿ�Ù�ã�ð�"�ö�ð�J�ü�ã�ð�9�"�b�ã�>���"�>�Ò�9�ã���ã�>�¾���ð�"�ö�ð���ü�"�B�$���¼�ð�¾�;�;�"�ÿ���J�ã�ß�ð�ß�ÿ�>�ã�Ù�J���i�ð�Ø�i�ð

the Japanese emperor. The Governor-General concentrated every major authority (executive, military, 
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and judicial) in one office with no Korean input or oversight. Japan adopted a system of direct rule, a 

significant choice that contrasts with other colonial models such as the British reliance on indirect rule 

in parts of India. This decision was rooted in a profound distrust of Korean officials and a persistent fear 

of uprisings. As a result, Koreans were systematically excluded from meaningful political life, with fewer 

than two percent of higher bureaucratic posts held by Koreans, who were typically confined to low-ranking 

or clerical positions. This policy not only extinguished Korean sovereignty at the national level but also 

prevented the development of a Korean administrative class, ensuring total Japanese control over the 

colony's governance.

During the first phase, known as “Military Rule” (1910–1919), over 70,000 Japanese troops and police 

occupied the Korean peninsula. Public gatherings required permits, newspapers were censored before 

publication, and Koreans faced imprisonment or worse for dissent. Arrests could be made without trial, 

and detention could last months or years with little legal recourse. Historian Bruce Cumings describes this 

system as a form of “bureaucratic authoritarianism,” meaning Japan used modern, organized government 

methods to control the population through fear, surveillance, and strict order. King Gojong died suddenly on 

January 21, 1919, at the age of 67 while under house arrest. His death remains one of the most significant 

events in Korean history due to the suspicious circumstances and the massive political uprising it triggered 

just months later with the Samil (March 1st) Movement. 

Explaining Content from Historical Sources: The Mystery of the Death of Emperor 
Gojong

The sudden death of Emperor Gojong remains one of the most significant mysteries in modern 
Korean history. While official Japanese reports at the time failed to investigate the cause, 
�”�§�c�t���E�§�F�ø�Ó�‘�d�¤�§�R�d�÷�F�d�‘�…�E���ð�‘�t�”�d�‘�R�§�ø�E�§�d�c�‘���…�‘�Õ�ƒ�÷�‘�I�”�l�§�Q�”���‘�ø�÷�R�‘���ƒ�E�ø�t���ð�§�‘�Õ�Œ�Í�ø�?�ƒ�E���{�‘�ø�c�‘�¨�d�Ó�Ó�‘�ø�c�‘�t�”�d�‘
autobiography of Princess Masako, strongly suggest he was poisoned. Eyewitness accounts 
describe the Emperor dying in violent contortions shortly after drinking a beverage, with his 
body later showing physical signs consistent with poisoning, such as severe swelling and rapid 
�R�§�c�F���Ó���E�ø�t�§���÷�|�‘�Å�÷�‘�t�”�d�§�E�‘�ø�E�t�§�F�Ó�d�‘�n�™�”�d�‘�#�¶�c�t�d�E�¶�‘���…�‘�_�ð�;�d�E���E�‘�•���Ã���÷�Š�j�c�‘�‹�ƒ�R�R�d�÷�‘�T�d�ø�t�”�‘�§�÷�‘���������•�‘�È�d�E�d�‘�t�”�d�‘
�¡�§�Š�”�d�c�t�‘�	�ø�;�ø�÷�d�c�d�‘�@�…�…�§�F�§�ø�Ó�c�‘�~�d�c�;���÷�c�§�?�Ó�d�5�o�‘�Õ���÷�Š�Q�”���‘�I�”�j���d�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�™�ø�d�Q�Ã�§�÷�‘�Õ�§�‘�c�t�ø�t�d�‘�t�”�ø�t�‘�t�”�d�‘�	�ø�;�ø�÷�d�c�d�‘
Government-General likely ordered the assassination through a court physician named  
An Sang-ho to prevent the Emperor from sending secret emissaries to the Paris Peace 
Conference to plead for Korean independence where calls for the principle of self-determination 
were made following World War I by leaders including President Woodrow Wilson of the US. 
This posed a significant threat to Japan’s continued political control of Korea. Gojong’s death, 
therefore, served to eliminate both a symbolic and practical challenge to Japanese colonial 
authority at a critical moment in international diplomacy.

Question:

1.	 �In this research, historians have relied on personal documents including diaries and 
autobiographies rather than official government documents and statements. Why might 
historians consider these personal documents credible in this case?

Skills & Competencies of a Historian?
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1.	 �To what extent did Japanese annexation transform Korea’s political system in the period  
�…�E���ð�‘���������•���������5

2.	 �To what extent were long-term Korean political traditions and nationalist movements able  
�t���‘�d�÷�R�ƒ�E�d�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�ø�R�ø�;�t�‘�ƒ�÷�R�d�E�‘�	�ø�;�ø�÷�d�c�d�‘�F���Ó���÷�§�ø�Ó�‘�E�ƒ�Ó�d�‘�?�d�t�¨�d�d�÷�‘���������‘�ø�÷�R�‘���������5

Paper 3 Practice

Cultural Suppression and Symbolic Domination
Annexation was marked by overt attempts to undermine Korea’s cultural and symbolic foundations. In 1921, 

a royal Joseon dynasty cemetery was converted into a golf course, with graves still visible as players teed 

off. This deliberate insult demonstrated Japan’s contempt for Korea’s dynastic traditions. When Koreans 

protested, the colonial government dismissed their concerns as “superstitious,” highlighting their cultural 

insensitivity and the imperial tendency to belittle Korean culture as backward or irrational.

The construction of the General Government Building in 1926 made Japan’s intentions clear. Built directly 

in front of Gyeongbok Palace which was the traditional seat of Korean kings, it was deliberately placed 

off-center, breaking Korea’s geomantic principles (pungsu-jiri) that linked the royal site to its mountain 

backdrop and blocking access to the palace. For many Koreans, this was more than an architectural and/

or aesthetic disruption and instead symbolized an intentional attempt to sever their connection to royal 

legitimacy and the Confucian cosmology and worldview of the Joseon dynasty. The conversion of royal 

cemeteries and construction of the Government-General Building were significant not just as insults but 

as deliberate strategies to sever Korea’s connection to dynastic legitimacy and Confucian cosmology.

���™���€�‘�™�”�§�÷�Ë�§�÷�Š�‘�‹�Ë�§�Ó�Ó

Source A

“Introduction to Geomancy” based on Dr. Jongwoo Han’s Power, Place and State-Society Relations 

in Korea.

When geographers and historians explain South Korea's economic miracle and its simultaneous 
democratic development, they often focus on political or economic factors. However, Confucian 
doctrine and indigenous Korean schools of thought, such as geomancy (pungsu jiri sasang 
�§�÷�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘���E�‘�…�d�÷�Š�‘�c�”�ƒ�§�‘�§�÷�‘�I�”�§�÷�d�c�d�<�{�‘�ø�E�d�‘�E�ø�E�d�Ó�¶�‘�d�±�ø�ð�§�÷�d�R�|�‘�•�d���ð�ø�÷�F�¶�{�‘���…�t�d�÷�‘�R�§�c�ð�§�c�c�d�R�‘�ø�c�‘

superstition, is crucial to understanding Korea's cultural, political, and economic systems.

Source Activity One
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���÷�F�§�d�÷�t�‘���c�§�ø�÷�‘�F�§�t�§�d�c�{�‘�ƒ�÷�Ó�§�Ë�d�‘�È�d�c�t�d�E�÷�‘���÷�d�c�‘�t�”�ø�t�‘�d�ð�;�”�ø�c�§�Í�d�‘�d�F���÷���ð�§�F�‘�…�ƒ�÷�F�t�§���÷�c�{�‘�…���F�ƒ�c�d�R�‘���÷�‘
religious or mystical characteristics. Geomancy was used to find the perfect place where 
heaven’s power is reflected on earth. Governing elites in ancient Asian cities set up national 
capitals and sacred places based on geomantic principles, such as mountains to the north or 
water in front of the city. Political buildings were valued more than economic ones, aligning with 
Confucian principles, and were placed along the north-south axis to communicate power.

Geomancy explained how “Heaven’s will” was reflected in the natural world through 
geographical features and combined with human actions. Success depended on harmony with 
social, cultural, and political situations, and required knowledge of cosmology, astronomy, and 
astrology to position buildings correctly. Confucianism, a political ideology promoting strong 
state leadership and meritocracy, also played a role. People were willing to sacrifice for the 
state due to their Confucian and geomantic understanding of the world. Proper arrangement of 
buildings and the environment communicated a powerful message to anyone in the city, both in 
the past and today.

Source B

�™�”�d�‘�•�d�÷�d�E�ø�Ó�‘�•���¤�d�E�÷�ð�d�÷�t�‘�A�ƒ�§�Ó�R�§�÷�Š�‘�;�;�§�F�t�ƒ�E�d�R�‘�ø�?���¤�d�<�‘�¨�ø�c�‘�t�”�d�‘�ð�ø�§�÷�‘�F���Ó���÷�§�ø�Ó�‘�ø�R�ð�§�÷�§�c�t�E�ø�t�§���÷�‘
building used by the Japanese colonial government of Korea. The building was constructed 
on the Gyeongbok Palace site, which was designed according to geomantic principles, with 
mountains to the north and water in front, reflecting the ideal placement for harnessing 
heaven’s power on earth.
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A.	 The General Government Building
B.	 The Geunjeongjeon

Questions:
1.	 ����F�F���E�R�§�÷�Š�‘�t���‘�‹���ƒ�E�F�d�‘���{�‘�¨�”�ø�t�‘�E���Ó�d�‘�R�§�R�‘�Š�d���ð�ø�÷�F�¶�‘�;�Ó�ø�¶�‘�§�÷�‘�t�”�d�‘�;���Ó�§�t�§�F�ø�Ó�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�c���F�§�ø�Ó�‘���E�Š�ø�÷�§�Í�ø�t�§���÷�‘

of pre-modern Korean cities?

2.	 �With reference to Source A, explain how Confucianism and geomantic principles were 
connected to ideas of political authority and legitimacy.

3.	 �Using Source B and its caption, explain how the location and construction of the General 
Government building can be understood as a symbolic act of power.

4. 	 �Using Sources A and B, explain how the construction of the General Government Building 
by the Japanese colonial government might affect Korean cultural identity.

  Jongwoo Han, Power, Place, and State–Society Relations in Korea.
The Japanese General Government Building distorts the axis mundi of the Confucian Joseon 
�T�¶�÷�ø�c�t�¶�‘�?�¶�‘�����‘�R�d�Š�E�d�d�c�|

Even the environment was reshaped. Japanese cherry blossoms and kaizuka junipers were planted across 

public parks and boulevards, altering Korea’s ecological landscape. These ornamental plantings were 

not merely aesthetic but served as seasonal reminders of colonial presence, making Seoul appear more 

like Tokyo. This strategy was not unique to Korea; colonial regimes elsewhere similarly imposed their 

own symbols. The French in Hanoi lined streets with European trees and built French-style boulevards 

to “civilize” the city. Such global parallels highlight how Japan sought to overwrite Korea’s environment 

as part of a broader imperial project.
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Land Reform and Rural Dispossession
One of the most consequential policies was the Land Survey Program (1910–1918). Farmers were required 

to produce written deeds to prove ownership, but most Korean peasants only had customary claims passed 

orally through generations. Land lacking documentation defaulted to the state, which redistributed much 

of it to Japanese settlers and landlords. By the 1930s, about two-thirds of Korean farmers were tenants, 

paying 40–50 percent of their harvest as rent. Over 400,000 hectares of land had passed into Japanese 

hands. While some Korean landlords consolidated property and benefited from the new legal order, the 

vast majority of peasants were impoverished. This “land reform” which reversed Gojong’s effective land 

policies during the Gwangmu reforms was clearly designed to benefit the colonial rulers and consequently 

sharpened class divisions within Korean society, as rural elites sometimes collaborated while tenant 

farmers sank deeper into poverty. 

According to Korean historian Ki-baik Lee, author of A New History of Korea (1984), this change destroyed 

the traditional village economy and became a turning point that broke Korea’s farming system, leading 

many people to resent Japanese rule. Michael Robinson (1988), in Cultural Nationalism in Colonial Korea, 

adds that these disruptions also inspired new kinds of cultural nationalism. As rural life declined, educated 

Koreans in cities began promoting cultural reform and national pride as ways to preserve their identity 

under colonial control. Together, Lee and Robinson show how economic hardship and cultural response 

worked hand in hand to shape Korean nationalism in the early 1900s.

Korean Migrations
As Koreans came to understand the goals and nature of Japanese colonial rule, some decided to leave 

Korea. Initially, many Koreans migrated to Manchuria (China) for economic reasons, as many Korean 

farmers became landless due to not understanding the need to register their land during Japanese land 

surveys. Therefore, they migrated to find new land to farm. Some Koreans also migrated to Manchuria 

in order to organize various kinds of resistance against Japanese rule including schools, guerrilla bases, 

and nationalist associations. 

Surprisingly, starting in 1909, one of the most common destinations for these migrants was Japan (see 

chart), which offered new opportunities. Most Korean migrants to Japan were looking for jobs in Japanese 

industries, while a smaller number went to pursue education in Japanese universities. Since Koreans were 

considered Japanese subjects under colonial rule, it became easier for them to migrate to Japan. These 

opportunities provided chances for economic improvement, social mobility, and stability, despite facing 

challenges and discrimination. The Korean diaspora community in Japan, known as Zainichi Koreans, 

preserved their cultural traditions. The impact of this migration continues today, with Koreans remaining 

the largest ethnic minority in Japan.
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���™���€�‘�™�”�§�÷�Ë�§�÷�Š�‘�‹�Ë�§�Ó�Ó�c

Source Activity Two

 �•�E�ø�;�”�‘�c�”���¨�§�÷�Š�‘�t�”�d�‘�÷�ƒ�ð�?�d�E�‘���…�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�c�‘�§�÷�‘�	�ø�;�ø�÷�‘�§�÷�‘���������{�‘���������{�‘�ø�÷�R�‘���������|
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Questions:

1.	 �È�”�ø�t�‘�t�E�d�÷�R�‘�§�c�‘�c�”���¨�÷�‘�§�÷�‘�t�”�d�‘�÷�ƒ�ð�?�d�E�‘���…�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�c�‘�Ó�§�¤�§�÷�Š�‘�§�÷�‘�	�ø�;�ø�÷�‘�?�d�t�¨�d�d�÷�‘���������‘�ø�÷�R�‘���������5

2.	 �Using your contextual knowledge and the source, assess the extent to which Japanese 
�F���Ó���÷�§�ø�Ó�‘�;���Ó�§�F�§�d�c�‘�¨�d�E�d�‘�E�d�c�;���÷�c�§�?�Ó�d�‘�…���E�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�ð�§�Š�E�ø�t�§���÷�‘�t���‘�	�ø�;�ø�÷�‘�§�÷�‘�t�”�d�‘�;�d�E�§���R�‘���������•���������|

Migration reflected multiple perspectives as some saw it as economic opportunity in Japan while others 

as nationalist resistance in Manchuria. Diaspora networks would later play a key role in sustaining Korea’s 

independence movement. 

�™�”�d�‘�‹�ø�ð�§�Ó�‘�D�#�ø�E�F�”�‘���c�t�<�‘�#���¤�d�ð�d�÷�t�‘�D���������E
Resentment exploded in the Samil (March 1st) Movement of 1919, Korea’s first nationwide independence 

demonstration. Sparked by Emperor Gojong’s funeral and global talk of self-determination by Woodrow 

Wilson, 33 Korean leaders — including religious figures, intellectuals, and businessmen — signed a 

Declaration of Independence and organized coordinated protests. The signatories included Buddhists, 

Christians, and Confucian scholars, showing that nationalism cut across religious lines and united 

otherwise divided communities.
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���™���€�‘�™�”�§�÷�Ë�§�÷�Š�‘�‹�Ë�§�Ó�Ó�c

�‹���ƒ�E�F�d�‘���€�‘�‹�d�Ó�d�F�t�d�R�‘�_�±�F�d�E�;�t�c�{�‘�È�§�Ó�c���÷�j�c�‘�����‘�v���§�÷�t�c

5th:  "A free, open-minded, and absolutely impartial adjustment of all colonial claims, based 
upon the strict observance of the principle that in determining all such questions of sovereignty 
the interests of the populations concerned must have equal weight with the equitable claims 
of the government whose title is to be determined."

6th: "The evacuation of all Russian territory and such a settlement of all questions affecting 
Russia as will secure the best and freest cooperation of the other nations of the world in 
obtaining for her an unhampered and unembarrassed opportunity for the independent 
determination of her own political development and national policy and assure her of a sincere 
welcome into the society of free nations under institutions of her own choosing; and, more 
than a welcome, assistance also of every kind that she may need and may herself desire. The 
treatment accorded Russia by her sister nations in the months to come will be the acid test of 
their good will, of their comprehension of her needs as distinguished from their own interests, 
and of their intelligent and unselfish sympathy."

10th: "The peoples of Austria-Hungary, whose place among the nations we wish to see 
safeguarded and assured, should be accorded the freest opportunity of autonomous development."

14th: "A general association of nations must be formed under specific covenants for the purpose 
of affording mutual guarantees of political independence and territorial integrity to great and 

small states alike.”

�‹���ƒ�E�F�d�‘�A�€�‘�‹�d�Ó�d�F�t�d�R�‘�_�±�F�d�E�;�t�c�{�‘�#�ø�E�F�”�‘���c�t�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�T�d�F�Ó�ø�E�ø�t�§���÷�‘���…�‘�Å�÷�R�d�;�d�÷�R�d�÷�F�d

"We hereby declare that Korea is an independent state and that Koreans are a self-governing 
people."

"We make this declaration on the strength of five thousand years of history as an expression 
of the devotion and loyalty of twenty million people."

"We claim independence in order to restore the natural rights of the people and to ensure their 
happiness."

"We proclaim it to the nations of the world in affirmation of the principle of the equality of all 
nations."

"We appeal to the conscience of humanity and the principles of justice and righteousness."

"We believe that this is the only way to rectify the injustices of the past and to establish a new 

order of peace and justice."

Questions:

1.	 ����÷�ø�Ó�¶�Í�d�‘�t�”�d�‘�d�±�t�d�÷�t�‘�t���‘�¨�”�§�F�”�‘�È�§�Ó�c���÷�l�c�‘���t�”�{�‘���t�”�{�‘�����t�”�{�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�����t�”�‘�;���§�÷�t�c�‘�§�÷�…�Ó�ƒ�d�÷�F�d�R�‘�t�”�d�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘
independence movement.

2.	 �™���‘�¨�”�ø�t�‘�d�±�t�d�÷�t�‘�¨�d�E�d�‘�È�§�Ó�c���÷�j�c�‘�§�R�d�ø�Ó�c�‘�E�d�ø�Ó�§�Í�d�R�‘�§�÷�‘�����E�d�ø�l�c�‘�T�d�F�Ó�ø�E�ø�t�§���÷�‘���…�‘�Å�÷�R�d�;�d�÷�R�d�÷�F�d�5

Source Activity Three
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Over the following weeks, nearly two million Koreans participated in rallies across the peninsula (see 

map), shouting “Manse!” (“Long live Korean independence!”). The protests were notable for the variety 

of people involved- farmers, merchants, women, and students all took part, reflecting the diffusion of 

nationalist sentiment.

���™���€�‘�™�”�§�÷�Ë�§�÷�Š�‘�‹�Ë�§�Ó�Ó�c

Source Activity Four

Questions:

1.	 �What does this source 
indicate about protests 
across urban centers and 
rural areas?

2.	 �How can this source 
�?�d�‘�ƒ�c�d�R�‘�t���‘�ø�÷�ø�Ó�¶�Í�d�‘�t�”�d�‘
significance of the protests 
in Korea?

���������������������������

���� ����

��� �����

��������
������


����

�����

 � Number of participants in the 
���������‘�‹�ø�ð�§�Ó�‘�#���¤�d�ð�d�÷�t�‘�?�¶�‘�E�d�Š�§���÷�‘
in Korea.



178

Japan’s response was brutal. Approximately 7,500 Koreans were killed, 16,000 were wounded, and 46,000 

were arrested. Entire villages were destroyed in collective punishments. Historian Michael Robinson, 

author of Cultural Nationalism in Colonial Korea, 1920–1925 (1988), explains that the March First 

Movement was significant because it showed how nationalism had spread beyond the educated elite to 

include students, farmers, and workers across the country. In the United States Congressional Record from 

July 17, 1919, accounts from the Samil Movement from a 19-year-old student who was shot in the leg, a 

61 year old man also shot in the leg and then mistreated, and a 27 year old man who was shot in the arm 

as he fled from Japanese soldiers breaking up a gathering are just three of 22 stories of violence. Each 

was treated at Severance Hospital, a missionary-run hospital in Seoul, as many avoided Japanese-run 

hospitals out of fear. Ki-baik Lee, one of Korea’s most respected historians and author of A New History of 

Korea (1984), interprets the movement as proof of Korea’s enduring national spirit. The aftermath of the 

uprising convinced many activists that peaceful protest alone would not achieve independence, pushing 

some to turn toward armed resistance based in Manchuria, Shanghai, and other parts of East Asia. 

Though suppressed, the Samil (March 1st) Movement is significant as the first truly mass nationalist 

uprising since it involved millions across class, gender, and religious lines.

���™���€�‘�™�”�§�÷�Ë�§�÷�Š�‘�‹�Ë�§�Ó�Ó�c

Source Activity Five

 � �~�d�R�‘�I�E���c�c�‘�ø�F�F���ƒ�÷�t�‘���…�‘�t�”�d�‘�‹�ø�ð�§�Ó�‘�D�#�ø�E�F�”�‘���c�t�<�‘�d�¤�d�÷�t�c�‘�D���������E�|�‘
�Å�÷�t�d�E�÷�ø�t�§���÷�ø�Ó�‘�E�d�;���E�t�c�‘�;�ƒ�?�Ó�§�F�§�Í�d�R�‘�	�ø�;�ø�÷�j�c�‘�F�E�ø�F�Ë�R���¨�÷�‘�¨�§�t�”�‘�R�d�ø�t�”�c�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�ð�ø�c�c�‘�ø�E�E�d�c�t�c�|

Question

1.	 �How useful is this source to assess the impact of international reporting on foreign 
governments, missionary networks, and/or Korean activists overseas?
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�I���÷�F�d�;�t�‘�‰���F�ƒ�c�•�‘�I�ø�ƒ�c�d�‘�0�‘�I���÷�c�d�A�ƒ�d�÷�F�d�{�‘�‹�§�Š�÷�§�…�§�F�ø�÷�F�d

Essential Question:  �Why did the Samil Movement occur, and why does it remain historically 
significant even though it failed to win independence?

Using the information about the movement in the text along with the selected excerpts 
�;�;�E���¤�§�R�d�R�‘�;�E�d�¤�§���ƒ�c�Ó�¶�<�‘�…�E���ð�‘�t�”�d�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�T�d�F�Ó�ø�E�ø�t�§���÷�‘���…�‘�Å�÷�R�d�;�d�÷�R�d�÷�F�d�{�‘�F�E�d�ø�t�d�‘�ø�‘�t�¨���Q�F���Ó�ƒ�ð�÷�‘
�F�ø�ƒ�c�ø�t�§���÷�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�F���÷�c�d�A�ƒ�d�÷�F�d�‘�ð�ø�;�•

Conceptual Connections

CAUSES �D�È�”�¶�‘�§�t�‘�”�ø�;�;�d�÷�d�R�< CONSEQUENCES�‘�D�È�”�ø�t�‘�§�t�‘�Ó�d�R�‘�t���<

In what ways was Samil a failure? In what ways was it a turning point? Explain using IB language 
�ø�?���ƒ�t�‘�”�§�c�t���E�§�F�ø�Ó�‘�c�§�Š�÷�§�…�§�F�ø�÷�F�d�‘�;�t�E�ø�÷�c�…���E�ð�ø�t�§�¤�d�{�‘�c�¶�ð�?���Ó�§�F�{�‘�…���ƒ�÷�R�ø�t�§���÷�ø�Ó�{�‘�Š�ø�Ó�¤�ø�÷�§�Í�§�÷�Š�<�|

Paper 2 Practice

Authoritarian Rule

As this thematic study focuses on Authoritarian Rule from 750 CE onwards, the material on 
Korean resistance can be used as a case study of how authoritarian rule was challenged.  
The Lines of Inquiry for this inquiry question focus on internal opposition, popular resistance, 
impact of policies and external threats. 

The Samil Movement represents an example of a nationwide Korean independence uprising 
challenging Japanese colonial rule. It represents a non-violent resistance across different 
sections of Korean society with the participation of both youth and women, including Yan 
Gwan-sun, and included elements such as nationalist sentiments and sacrifice for the greater 
cause. It helped unify dispersed resistance providing it with clear direction.
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5. Transformation and Resistance: Korea under Japanese Colonial Rule

Other case studies that focus on how colonial rule was challenged are:

���y �™�”�d�‘���������‘���ð�E�§�t�c�ø�E�‘�;�E���t�d�c�t�c�‘�§�÷�‘�Å�÷�R�§�ø�‘�ø�Š�ø�§�÷�c�t�‘�A�E�§�t�§�c�”�‘�F���Ó���÷�§�ø�Ó�‘�E�ƒ�Ó�d

���y �™�”�d�‘�#�ø�ƒ�‘�#�ø�ƒ�‘�¥�;�E�§�c�§�÷�Š�‘�;���������Q�����<�‘�§�÷�‘���d�÷�¶�ø�‘�ø�Š�ø�§�÷�c�t�‘�A�E�§�t�§�c�”�‘�F���Ó���÷�§�ø�Ó�‘�E�ƒ�Ó�d

���y �™�”�d�‘�I�ƒ�?�ø�÷�‘�È�ø�E�‘���…�‘�Å�÷�R�d�;�d�÷�R�d�÷�F�d�‘�;���������Q�����<�‘�ø�Š�ø�§�÷�c�t�‘�‹�;�ø�÷�§�c�”�‘�F���Ó���÷�§�ø�Ó�‘�E�ƒ�Ó�d

The comparative studies can focus on the following factors:

���y �#�ø�c�c�‘�;�ø�E�t�§�F�§�;�ø�t�§���÷�‘���…�‘�t�”�d�‘�F���Ó���÷�§�Í�d�R�‘�;���;�ƒ�Ó�ø�t�§���÷�‘�ø�F�E���c�c�‘�R�§�…�…�d�E�d�÷�t�‘�c���F�§�d�t�ø�Ó�‘�Š�E���ƒ�;�c

���y The connected concepts of questioning legitimacy, identity and power

���y Comparing short-term vs long-term impacts

1.	 ��™���‘�¨�”�ø�t�‘�d�±�t�d�÷�t�‘�¨�ø�c�‘�t�”�d�‘�‹�ø�ð�§�Ó�‘�Å�÷�R�d�;�d�÷�R�d�÷�F�d�‘�#���¤�d�ð�d�÷�t�‘�D���������E�‘�c�§�Š�÷�§�…�§�F�ø�÷�t�‘�…���E�‘
Korean nationalism and the shaping of long-term resistance strategies?

2.	 �To what extent did the Samil Independence Movement pose an immediate threat 
to Japanese colonial rule in Korea?

Paper 3 Practice

�n�I�ƒ�Ó�t�ƒ�E�ø�Ó�‘�~�ƒ�Ó�d�o�‘�D���������_���������E
In response to the global criticism following the Samil (March 1st) Movement, Japan introduced a period of 

so-called “Cultural Rule.” Japan presented Cultural Rule as change as limited newspapers were permitted, 

cultural associations allowed, and censorship was loosened. Korean athletic clubs, youth groups, and 

cultural journals flourished briefly under this opening.

These changes were more cosmetic than substantive though, and the continuity of repression continued. 

The police retained ultimate authority and organizations could be shut down at any sign of disloyalty. The 

Peace Preservation Law of 1925 was a key tool used to suppress opposition. Initially introduced in Japan to 

combat social unrest, the law was extended to colonies like Korea. It targeted groups and individuals seen 

as threats to the state and its imperial vision. Strict censorship ensured that only government-approved 
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messages could be spread through newspapers, literature, and broadcasts. Censors repeatedly suspended 

the Dong-A Ilbo newspaper, and in 1940 they closed it entirely after editors omitted the Japanese flag from 

a photo of a sporting event.

By the 1930s, enforcement of the Peace Preservation Law escalated. Colonial authorities pressured 

individuals to abandon their beliefs and practices and thousands were arrested, often without trial. 

Surveillance was intensified with networks of secret police and informants who monitored dissidents. 

Those caught opposing Japanese rule faced harsh punishments, including arrests, imprisonment, and 

even torture. These measures created a climate of fear, stifling some open resistance but also fueling 

efforts to resist Japan’s domination.

According to Michael Robinson, Tokyo alternated between concession and coercion, a ‘carrot-and-stick’ 

routine, while Ki-baik Lee argues that Koreans soon saw the supposed freedoms as merely tactical. Some 

newspapers, cultural associations, and political organizations were permitted. Koreans were allowed to 

publish limited magazines and establish cultural societies, and censorship appeared to relax.

However, the Governor-General retained ultimate control, and the police continued to monitor, censor, 

and arrest activists. Robinson describes these reforms as largely cosmetic, aimed at improving Japan’s 

international reputation rather than granting Koreans genuine freedom. Lee emphasizes that Koreans 

quickly recognized the limits of Cultural Rule given that cultural activity was tolerated only so long as it 

did not challenge imperial authority.

Summary
Japan abolished Korea’s monarchy in 1910 and ruled directly through the Governor-General. Few Koreans 

held government posts, and strict censorship and military surveillance defined “Military Rule” (1910–1919). 

This direct system mirrored other empires but left Koreans with no sovereignty. Cultural suppression 

extended beyond policy into the manipulation of sacred sites and public spaces, with palaces obstructed, 

cemeteries desecrated, and even landscapes remade as symbols of colonial power. Land reforms 

dispossessed millions of farmers, producing widespread rural poverty. Resistance erupted in the Samil 

(March 1st) Movement, which demonstrated the breadth of Korean nationalism but was met with violent 

repression. “Cultural Rule” softened appearances but left the structure of domination intact.

Some scholars including Carter Eckert have argued that annexation introduced modern institutions such 

as centralized bureaucracy and modern property systems, but this interpretation is widely challenged. Most 

historians instead emphasize that, for Koreans, annexation was experienced as domination, humiliation, 

and cultural erasure but it also laid the foundation for resilience and renewed nationalist struggle.
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Education
Korea’s schools were transformed into tools of assimilation. The Joseon (Chosen) Education Ordinance 

(1911) created a two-track system with limited schooling for Koreans. This system focused on basic literacy 

and vocational skills for Koreans and created more advanced schools for Japanese settlers. By 1930, less 

than three percent of Korean children advanced beyond primary education, while Japanese students in 

Korea enjoyed far greater access to higher schooling. This imbalance ensured most Koreans were trained 

only for subordinate roles in the colonial economy.

The curriculum reinforced loyalty to the empire. By the late 1930s, more than two million Korean children 

were enrolled in colonial schools, yet much of what they were taught served Japan’s imperial goals. In 

boys’ common schools, almost 40 percent of class time focused solely on Japanese language instruction, 

while Korean history, literature, and language were deliberately removed. Students were required to 

memorize the Imperial Rescript on Education, which reinforced loyalty to the emperor and the moral duty 

of self-sacrifice to the Japanese Empire. Schools offered literacy and technical skills, but at the cost of 

identity. In effect, education created Koreans who were literate in Japanese ideology but alienated from 

their own traditions. 

Schools thus became sites of indoctrination rather than opportunity. The lack of access to higher education 

hindered the intellectual and professional development of Koreans, contributing to social and economic 

disparities. Without access to higher education, most Koreans were excluded from professions in law, 

medicine, academia, and government. This contributed to persistent income gaps, limited social mobility, 

and a delayed emergence of Korean-led institutions after liberation. 

But education was not only about what was taught but also about where it happened. Many of the 

missionary schools that gave Koreans alternative opportunities, such as Ewha, Yonhi, and Pai Chai, 

were built in Hanyang (Seoul), the sacred capital laid out by the Joseon dynasty. This city was designed 

according to p’ungsu-jiri (geomancy) to embody royal legitimacy and the spiritual center of the nation. 

By placing new schools in this space, missionary institutions were not just offering lessons but also 

reshaping the geography of Korea’s most symbolically important city. In the eyes of many Koreans, this 

tied modern education to the lineage of Korea’s sacred space and served as a reminder that learning itself 

was connected to national identity and survival.

II. �Social Developments: Education, Language,  
and Religion Assimilation Attempts

Inquiry  
Question

To what extent do you agree with the argument that Koreans resisted 
�ø�c�c�§�ð�§�Ó�ø�t�§���÷�‘�;���Ó�§�F�§�d�c�‘�§�÷�‘�c�F�”�����Ó�c�{�‘�Ó�ø�÷�Š�ƒ�ø�Š�d�{�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�E�d�Ó�§�Š�§���÷�5
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���™���€�‘�™�”�§�÷�Ë�§�÷�Š�‘�‹�Ë�§�Ó�Ó�c

Source Activity Six

�������

 ���� �����F�ø�t�§���÷�c�‘���…�‘���§�?�d�E�ø�Ó�‘�_�R�ƒ�F�ø�t�§���÷�ø�Ó�‘�Å�÷�c�t�§�t�ƒ�t�§���÷�c�‘�§�÷�‘�t�”�d�‘�_�ø�E�Ó�¶�‘�����t�”�‘�I�d�÷�t�ƒ�E�¶�‘�D���d�d�{�‘�Õ���ƒ�÷�Š�Q�¡�ø�÷�‘�D���������E�|�‘�;�|�‘�������|

Questions:

1.	 �What does the map suggest about the geographical distribution of liberal educational 
�§�÷�c�t�§�t�ƒ�t�§���÷�c�‘�§�÷�‘�d�ø�E�Ó�¶�‘�����t�”�Q�F�d�÷�t�ƒ�E�¶�‘�����E�d�ø�‘�¨�§�t�”�‘�E�d�Š�ø�E�R�c�‘�t���‘�t�”�d�‘�c�;�E�d�ø�R�‘���…�‘�÷�ø�t�§���÷�ø�Ó�§�c�t�‘�§�R�d�ø�c�‘ 
�ø�÷�R�‘���E�Š�ø�÷�§�Í�ø�t�§���÷�c�‘�R�ƒ�E�§�÷�Š�‘�t�”�d�‘�F���Ó���÷�§�ø�Ó�‘�;�d�E�§���R�5

2.	 �Using the map and your own knowledge, assess the extent to which liberal education 
�F���÷�t�E�§�?�ƒ�t�d�R�‘�t���‘�;���Ó�§�t�§�F�ø�Ó�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�c���F�§�ø�Ó�‘�F�”�ø�÷�Š�d�‘�§�÷�‘�����E�d�ø�‘�§�÷�‘�t�”�d�‘�d�ø�E�Ó�¶�‘�����t�”�‘�F�d�÷�t�ƒ�E�¶�|
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For Korean families, education represented both hope and betrayal. Parents recognized that literacy and 

technical training might provide mobility, but at the cost of cultural identity. Many resisted by sending 

�Ù�ü�ÿ���ß�>�ã���ð�J�"�ð�;�>�ÿ�b�¾�J�ã�ð�>�¾���Þ�÷�Q���ð�B�Ù�ü�"�"���B�ð�"�>�ð�Ù�ü�O�>�Ù�ü�Ò�>�O���ð�¾�Ù�¾�ß�ã���ÿ�ã�B�¼�ð�c�ü�ÿ�Ù�ü�ð�;�>�ã�B�ã�>�b�ã�ß�ð�P�"�>�ã�¾���ð���¾���÷�O�¾�÷�ã�¼�ð�ü�ÿ�B�J�"�>�i�¼�ð

�¾���ß�ð�J�>�¾�ß�ÿ�J�ÿ�"���B�»�ð�€�"���ã�ð�"�ö�ð�J�ü�ã�B�ã�ð�B�Ù�ü�"�"���B�ð�"�;�ã�>�¾�J�ã�ß�ð�ÿ���ð�B�ã�Ù�>�ã�J�¼�ð�c�ÿ�J�ü�ð�J�ã�¾�Ù�ü�ã�>�B�ð�>�ÿ�B���ÿ���÷�ð�¾�>�>�ã�B�J�ð�J�"�ð���ã�ã�;�ð�>�¾���Þ�÷�Q���ð

alive. Their survival shows how education became both a weapon of assimilation and a site of resistance. 

Historian Ki-baik Lee emphasizes that parents saw education as a “cultural battlefield,” since parents 

recognized that modern education could provide hope for social mobility, but they also saw it as a source 

of betrayal since it cost their children their cultural identity.

Nationalist leaders emphasized education as a path to freedom from colonial rule. Through the Young 

�P�"�>�ã�¾���ð���Ù�¾�ß�ã���i�ð�Ì�>�Q���÷�B�¾�ß�¾���Í�ð�ö�"�O���ß�ã�ß�ð�ÿ���ð�‹�“�‹�•�ð�ÿ���ð�€�¾���ð�8�>�¾���Ù�ÿ�B�Ù�"�ð�¾���ß�ð���¾�J�ã�>�ð�ã�h�J�ã���ß�ã�ß�ð�J�"�ð�P�"�>�ã�¾�¼�ð�����ð���ü�¾���÷�Ò

ho (Dosan) taught that disciplined study and moral reform were essential preparation for liberation. The 

Academy was not a school in the usual sense, but a civic organization where young Koreans pledged to 

live honest, industrious lives and to put the nation above themselves. Its curriculum blended lessons on 

ethics, self-discipline, and community service with discussions about independence, creating a space 

where character development and patriotism were inseparable.

�8�"�>�ð�P�"�>�ã�¾���B�ð�ÿ���B�ÿ�ß�ã�ð�J�ü�ã�ð�;�ã���ÿ���B�O���¾�¼�ð�J�ü�ã�ð�>�Q���÷�B�¾�ß�¾���ð�;�>�"�b�ÿ�ß�ã�ß�ð�¾�ð���"�ß�ã���ð�"�ö�ð�ü�"�c�ð�ã�ß�O�Ù�¾�J�ÿ�"���ð�Ù�"�O���ß�ð�Ø�ã�ð�>�ã�Ù���¾�ÿ���ã�ß�ð

as a national duty rather than a colonial tool. Families running local Korean schools, church schools 

�J�ã�¾�Ù�ü�ÿ���÷�ð�>�¾���Þ�÷�Q���¼�ð�¾���ß�ð�B�J�O�ß�ã���J�B�ð�ÿ���ð�;�>�"�J�ã�B�J�B�ð�¾�����ð�ã�Ù�ü�"�ã�ß�ð�J�ü�ã�ð�B�¾���ã�ð�;�>�ÿ���Ù�ÿ�;���ã�Ò�ð���ã�¾�>���ÿ���÷�ð�c�¾�B�ð�¾�Ø�"�O�J�ð�;�>�ã�;�¾�>�ÿ���÷�ð

to serve Korea.

���™���€�‘�™�”�§�÷�Ë�§�÷�Š�‘�‹�Ë�§�Ó�Ó�c

Source Activity Seven

 ���� A seodang (traditional village 
�c�F�”�����Ó�<�‘�F�Ó�ø�c�c�‘�§�÷�‘���������{�‘�‹�d���ƒ�Ó�|�‘
The setup illustrates how 
some traditional educational 
practices persisted, even 
under growing Japanese 
pressure on imperial school 
systems.
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Questions:
1.	 �Identify two features of the classroom that suggest continuity with traditional Korea 

education.

2.	 Identify one limitation of the source for understanding education across Korea as a whole. 

3.	 �Explain how the persistence of seodang schools challenges the view that Korean education 
was completely replaced by Japanese colonial systems.

4. 	 ����÷�ø�Ó�¶�Í�d�‘�¨�”�ø�t�‘�t�”�§�c�‘�c���ƒ�E�F�d�‘�c�ƒ�Š�Š�d�c�t�c�‘�ø�?���ƒ�t�‘�t�”�d�‘�E�d�ø�F�”�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�Ó�§�ð�§�t�c�‘���…�‘�F���Ó���÷�§�ø�Ó�‘�F���÷�t�E���Ó�‘�ø�t�‘ 
the local level.

Language
Korea’s language was steadily suppressed. From the start of colonial rule, Japanese was made the language 

of administration and law. The growing Japanese settler population, which reached over 420,000 by 

the mid-1920s, further accelerated the cultural shift in urban centers where Japanese-language media 

dominated. By the 1930s, restrictions intensified under the 1938 Education Ordinance, which banned Korean 

from schools entirely. Newspapers in Korean were closed, leaving only Japanese-language publications. 

Writers and publishers who attempted to produce content in Korean faced strict censorship or punishment 

if their work was seen as non-compliant with Japanese standards. These language policies ensured that 

Japanese ideas and culture dominated public and private life, reinforcing the broader strategy of erasing 

Korean identity and facilitating assimilation into the Japanese Empire. By 1938, approximately 12.4% of 

the Korean population could speak Japanese, and that number would continue to increase in subsequent 

years as the Japanese wartime efforts intensified.

This policy created lasting consequences. Generations of Korean children grew up unable to read or write 

fluently in their own language. Agencies such as courts, businesses, and government, were inaccessible 

�c�ÿ�J�ü�"�O�J�ð�Ø�ã�ÿ���÷�ð�¾�Ø���ã�ð�J�"�ð�ö���O�ã���J���i�ð�B�;�ã�¾���ð�N�¾�;�¾���ã�B�ã�»�ð�ˆ�ü�ã�ð�ÿ�>�"���i�ð�c�¾�B�ð�J�ü�¾�J�ð�Ø�i�ð�Ø�¾�����ÿ���÷�ð�>�¾���Þ�÷�Q���ð�Ì�J�ü�ã�ð�P�"�>�ã�¾���ð

vernacular), the colonial state inadvertently transformed it into a nationalist symbol, uniting elites and 

commoners behind a shared written language. The Korean Language Society, founded in 1921, labored 

to standardize spelling and compile a modern dictionary. Later, dozens of its members were arrested, 

tortured, and imprisoned, simply for their work on a dictionary, demonstrating that the colonial state 

equated cultural preservation with rebellion

1.	 �Compare Korean cultural-educational resistance with another Asian case (e.g., Chinese 
�+�d�¨�‘�I�ƒ�Ó�t�ƒ�E�d�‘�#���¤�d�ð�d�÷�t�{�‘�Å�§�d�t�÷�ø�ð�d�c�d�‘�}�ƒ�!�F�‘�+�Š�¢�‘�c�F�”�����Ó�c�<�|�‘�Å�÷�‘�¨�”�ø�t�‘�¨�ø�¶�c�‘�R�§�R�‘�d�R�ƒ�F�ø�t�§���÷�‘
become a tool of both control and resistance?

Paper 2 Practice
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Religion
Korea’s religious life was also transformed by assimilation. The colonial state mandated Shinto shrine 

worship, presenting it as a patriotic duty rather than a religious act. Koreans were required to bow at 

shrines, and schoolchildren were marched to ceremonies as part of their education. Refusal could lead to 

expulsion, loss of employment, or imprisonment. Although Japanese officials claimed that shrine rites 

were “non-religious,” most Koreans saw them as acts of loyalty to the Japanese emperor, and worshipping 

at a shrine felt like a forced betrayal of their own beliefs.

The colonial government also worked to marginalize Korean religions and philosophies. Confucian ancestor 

rites that connected families to their ancestors and reinforced social harmony were discouraged. Buddhism 

was reorganized under state control, which reduced the independence of temples and monks. Indigenous 

beliefs such as shamanism and geomancy were labeled “superstitions” and pushed to the margins. These 

efforts cut deeply into Korean identity because they attacked the values, rituals, and spiritual connections 

that had long shaped family life and cultural continuity. By weakening these traditions, Japan sought not 

only political dominance but also to reshape how Koreans understood themselves as a people. 

Despite repression, Christianity became one of the most important areas of both spiritual life and resistance. 

Linked to American missionary networks, Korean churches functioned as more than places of worship. 

�ˆ�ü�ã�i�ð�;�>�"�b�ÿ�ß�ã�ß�ð���ÿ�J�ã�>�¾�Ù�i�ð�;�>�"�÷�>�¾���B�ð�ÿ���ð�>�¾���Þ�÷�Q���¼�ð�"�ö�ö�ã�>�ã�ß�ð�¾�Ù�Ù�ã�B�B�ð�J�"�ð���"�ß�ã�>���ð�ã�ß�O�Ù�¾�J�ÿ�"���¼�ð�¾���ß�ð�B�ã�>�b�ã�ß�ð�¾�B�ð�B�¾�ö�ã�ð

meeting places for activists. For many Koreans, especially women and youth, the church was one of the 

few spaces where leadership and education opportunities were still accessible under colonial rule.

Even as the colonial government attempted to suppress Korean language and reshape cultural life, Christian 

missionary schools such as Ewha Haktang (later Ewha Womans University, founded by Mary Scranton) 

and Yonhi College (later Yonsei University, shaped by the work of missionaries like Horace Underwood) 

educated both boys and girls and directly challenged Japanese restrictions on Korean education. In these 

classrooms and youth circles, Korean students encountered not only Western ideas but also a renewed 

sense of national dignity grounded in literacy, moral purpose, and community responsibility. These schools 

weren’t just religious or academic and instead also about civic vision even at a time when direct political 

organization was dangerous.

Churches also nurtured future nationalist leaders. Many who later led protests or joined the Provisional 

Government began their activism in Christian youth groups or Bible study circles. Christianity’s ties to 

the United States meant that reports of repression, such as the torture or imprisonment of Korean pastors, 

reached Western newspapers, which created embarrassment for Japan.

�"�ã�B�;�ÿ�J�ã�ð�J�ü�ã�B�ã�ð�>�ÿ�B���B�¼�ð�P�"�>�ã�¾���B�ð�Ù�"���J�ÿ���O�ã�ß�ð�J�"�ð�O�B�ã�ð�>�¾���Þ�÷�Q���ð�ÿ���ð�ß�ÿ�¾�>�ÿ�ã�B�¼�ð���ã�J�J�ã�>�B�¼�ð�¾���ß�ð�;�>�ÿ�b�¾�J�ã�ð�;�O�Ø���ÿ�Ù�¾�J�ÿ�"���B�»�ð�>�ÿ�B�J�"�>�ÿ�¾���ð

�����ß�>�ã�ð�€�Ù�ü���ÿ�ß�ð���"�J�ã�B�ð�J�ü�¾�J�ð�J�ü�ã�ð�b�ã�>�i�ð�¾�Ù�J�ð�"�ö�ð�ß�ã�ö�ã���ß�ÿ���÷�ð�>�¾���Þ�÷�Q���ð�Ø�ã�Ù�¾���ã�ð�B�i���"���i���"�O�B�ð�c�ÿ�J�ü�ð�ß�ã�ö�ã���ß�ÿ���÷�ð�P�"�>�ã�¾�ð

itself. Ki-baik Lee stresses that the silencing of Korean in schools and the press was felt as cultural trauma, 

deepening resentment toward colonial rule while galvanizing underground efforts to keep the language 

alive.
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Christianity’s political role was undeniable. During the Samil (March 1st) Movement of 1919, pastors and 

congregations provided the organizational backbone of demonstrations. Out of the 33 signatories of the 

Declaration of Independence, 16 were Christians, reflecting how deeply church networks were tied to 

nationalism. Students from missionary schools like Ewha and Yonhi helped distribute leaflets and organize 

rallies. International press coverage of Christian leaders arrested or tortured further amplified Korea’s 

plight, which linked local resistance to global sympathy. Thus the church acted simultaneously as a 

sanctuary and megaphone. 

Churches also supported anti-Japanese organizations beyond worship. For example, Christian networks 

helped channel funds to independence activists abroad, provided cover for secret meetings, and kept alive 

a sense of moral purpose in the face of forced assimilation. For women especially, churches offered rare 

spaces to lead literacy classes, organize relief, and inspire political activism.

Mission hospitals and universities represented another dimension of this influence. Horace Allen Newton, 

Oliver Avison, Horace Underwood, and other missionaries worked to establish medical and higher-

education institutions that combined scientific instruction with service and national self-strengthening. 

For example, Avison, a Canadian Christian medical missionary, restructured and then opened Severance 

Hospital and College in 1904. 

Although colonial authorities did attempt to limit or stop Christian education (for example with the 1915 

Private School Regulations that controlled curricula), mission leaders persisted and fostered a generation of 

Koreans who were not just academically trained, but also grounded in cultural pride and duty. Furthermore, 

institutions such as universities and hospitals also remained, another testimony to Korean resistance. 

It was a complicated entanglement of being foreign-established, but shaped by Korean nationalism and 

challenging colonial authority. Christianity therefore acted as both a vehicle of Western religion and also 

a vehicle of the Korean imagined community. 

�™�@���‘�I���÷�F�d�;�t�•�‘�v���¨�d�E�{�‘�v�d�E�c�;�d�F�t�§�¤�d�c

���@���€�‘�¡�§�c�t���E�¶�‘

Context: During Japanese colonial rule, education and culture became key battlegrounds. 
Japan attempted to reshape Korean identity through language, schooling, and state ideology. 
At the same time, Korean Christians used missionary schools and church networks to preserve 
�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�Ó�ø�÷�Š�ƒ�ø�Š�d�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�F�ƒ�Ó�t�ƒ�E�d�{�‘�d�±�;�ø�÷�R�‘�Ó�§�t�d�E�ø�F�¶�{�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�ð���?�§�Ó�§�Í�d�‘�E�d�c�§�c�t�ø�÷�F�d�|�‘

���…�t�d�E�‘�E�d�ø�R�§�÷�Š�‘�t�”�d�‘�§�÷�…���E�ð�ø�t�§���÷�‘�§�÷�‘�t�”�§�c�‘�F�”�ø�;�t�d�E�‘���÷�‘�d�R�ƒ�F�ø�t�§���÷�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�E�d�Ó�§�Š�§���÷�{�‘�ø�÷�c�¨�d�E�‘�t�”�d�‘�…���Ó�Ó���¨�§�÷�Š�•�‘

In what ways can “foreign knowledge” become a tool for national identity rather than a threat 
to it?

1.	 �Create a claim that explains how foreign knowledge could threaten national identity  
in colonial Korea. 

 TOK Connection??
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a.	 �@�ƒ�t�Ó�§�÷�d�‘�d�¤�§�R�d�÷�F�d�‘�c�ƒ�;�;���E�t�§�÷�Š�‘�t�”�d�‘�F�Ó�ø�§�ð

b.	 �An example starter sentence is- Japanese attempts to control language and education 
show how external knowledge can be used to dominate a population…

2.	 �Create a counterclaim that explains how Koreans adapted and used foreign knowledge  
to strengthen their own identity and resistance.

a.	 �@�ƒ�t�Ó�§�÷�d�‘�d�¤�§�R�d�÷�F�d�‘�c�ƒ�;�;���E�t�§�÷�Š�‘�t�”�d�‘�F���ƒ�÷�t�d�E�F�Ó�ø�§�ð

b.	 �An example starter sentence is- However, Korean Christians transformed mission 
schools into spaces for literacy, leadership, and nationalism…

3.	 Explain how the case of Korea helps think about knowledge as a whole.

a.	 �An example starter sentence is- This example from Korea shows that knowledge is not 
neutral; communities can transform outside ideas into resources for empowerment…

History as an Area of Knowledge

�‰���F�ƒ�c�•�‘�v�d�E�c�;�d�F�t�§�¤�d�{�‘�Å�÷�t�d�E�;�E�d�t�ø�t�§���÷�{�‘�+�ø�E�E�ø�t�§�¤�d

Knowledge Question: How do perspectives and present-day narratives influence 
interpretations of the past in History

Context: �™�”�d�‘�”�§�c�t���E�¶�‘���…�‘�F���Ó���÷�§�ø�Ó�‘�����E�d�ø�‘�;���������Q���������<�‘�”�ø�c�‘�?�d�d�÷�‘�§�÷�t�d�E�;�E�d�t�d�R�‘�R�§�…�…�d�E�d�÷�t�Ó�¶�‘�?�¶�‘�¤�ø�E�§���ƒ�c�‘
groups at the time and by historians writing later. These interpretations are shaped not only  
by historical evidence but also by values, purposes, and present-day contexts.

�™�ø�c�Ë�‘���€�‘�Å�R�d�÷�t�§�…�¶�§�÷�Š�‘�v�d�E�c�;�d�F�t�§�¤�d�c
�I���÷�c�§�R�d�E�‘�”���¨�‘�d�ø�F�”�‘���…�‘�t�”�d�‘�…���Ó�Ó���¨�§�÷�Š�‘�Š�E���ƒ�;�c�‘�ð�§�Š�”�t�‘�§�÷�t�d�E�;�E�d�t�‘�	�ø�;�ø�÷�d�c�d�‘�E�ƒ�Ó�d�‘�§�÷�‘�����E�d�ø�•

���y Korean nationalists
���y Japanese colonial officials
���y Foreign missionaries and observers
���y ���ø�t�d�E�‘�”�§�c�t���E�§�ø�÷�c�‘�;�����E�d�ø�÷�{�‘�	�ø�;�ø�÷�d�c�d�{�‘�§�÷�t�d�E�÷�ø�t�§���÷�ø�Ó�<

�™�ø�c�Ë�‘���€�‘�Å�÷�t�d�E�;�E�d�t�ø�t�§���÷�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�A�§�ø�c
�T�§�c�F�ƒ�c�c�‘�t�”�d�‘�…���Ó�Ó���¨�§�÷�Š�‘�A�ƒ�d�c�t�§���÷�c�‘�¨�§�t�”�‘�¶���ƒ�E�‘�÷�d�§�Š�”�?���E�•

���|	 �Why might the same historical event be interpreted differently by members of the above 
mentioned groups?

���|	 �To what extent does bias necessarily undermine historical knowledge? Can bias,  
on the other hand, reveal important insights?

�™�ø�c�Ë�‘���€�‘�_�¤�ø�Ó�ƒ�ø�t�§���÷
���÷�c�¨�d�E�‘�t�”�d�‘�…���Ó�Ó���¨�§�÷�Š�‘�A�ƒ�d�c�t�§���÷�•

To what extent can historians ever produce an ‘objective’ account of colonial Korea?
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Summary
These policies collectively created a generation of Koreans who were educated mainly in Japanese 

language, history, and loyalty to the emperor, which caused a deep weakening of Korean cultural identity. 

Many children grew up reading Japanese textbooks, reciting Japanese songs, and celebrating Japanese 

���¾�J�ÿ�"���¾���ð�ü�"���ÿ�ß�¾�i�B�¼�ð�c�ü�ÿ���ã�ð�J�>�¾�ß�ÿ�J�ÿ�"���¾���ð�P�"�>�ã�¾���ð�B�J�"�>�ÿ�ã�B�¼�ð�Ù�O�B�J�"���B�¼�ð�¾���ß�ð�ã�b�ã���ð�J�ü�ã�ð�O�B�ã�ð�"�ö�ð�>�¾���Þ�÷�Q���ð�c�ã�>�ã�ð�ß�ÿ�B�Ù�"�O�>�¾�÷�ã�ß�ð

or banned in schools. After the outbreak of the Second Sino-Japanese War in 1937, assimilation efforts 

became even more extreme. Through “imperial subjectification”, the colonial government sought to turn 

Koreans into loyal subjects of the Japanese empire by requiring them to adopt Japanese names, speak 

only Japanese, and participate in Shinto worship. School lessons were rewritten to emphasize obedience, 

sacrifice, and service to the emperor, while older students were trained for military duty or factory labor to 

support Japan’s war effort. These measures embedded imperial ideology into everyday life and reshaped 

the values of Korean youth to fit Japan’s wartime needs.

By targeting education, language, and religion the Japanese colonial government sought not only to 

dominate Korea politically but also to erase its unique national character. Yet Koreans resisted through 

�O���ß�ã�>�÷�>�"�O���ß�ð�B�Ù�ü�"�"���B�¼�ð�;�>�ã�B�ã�>�b�¾�J�ÿ�"���ð�"�ö�ð�>�¾���Þ�÷�Q���¼�ð�Ù�ü�O�>�Ù�ü�Ò�Ø�¾�B�ã�ß�ð�¾�Ù�J�ÿ�b�ÿ�B���¼�ð�¾���ß�ð�J�ü�ã�ð�=�O�ÿ�ã�J�ð�ß�ã�ö�ã���B�ã�ð�"�ö�ð�J�>�¾�ß�ÿ�J�ÿ�"���B�ð

within families. Assimilation deepened Korea’s cultural trauma, but it also strengthened the determination 

to preserve and defend national identity.

1.	 �To what extent did Japanese assimilation policies result in lasting social and cultural 
change in Korea during the period of colonial rule?

Paper 3 Practice

III. �Economic Developments: Banking, Agriculture, 
Industry, and Infrastructure

Inquiry  
Question

To what extent do you agree with the statement that economic changes under 
�	�ø�;�ø�÷�d�c�d�‘�F���Ó���÷�§�ø�Ó�‘�E�ƒ�Ó�d�‘�ø�…�…�d�F�t�d�R�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�…�ø�E�ð�d�E�c�{�‘�¨���E�Ë�d�E�c�{�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�d�÷�t�E�d�;�E�d�÷�d�ƒ�E�c�5

Banking and Currency
�P�"�>�ã�¾�Þ�B�ð�ö�ÿ���¾���Ù�ÿ�¾���ð�B�i�B�J�ã���ð�c�¾�B�ð�"�b�ã�>�ü�¾�O���ã�ß�ð�B�"�"���ð�¾�ö�J�ã�>�ð�¾�����ã�h�¾�J�ÿ�"���»�ð�A���ð�‹�“�‹�‹�¼�ð�J�ü�ã�ð���¾�����ð�"�ö�ð���ü�"�B�$���ð�>�ã�;���¾�Ù�ã�ß�ð�J�ü�ã�ð

short-lived Bank of Korea and became the central financial authority of the colony. As the central bank, The 

Bank of Chosen controlled monetary policy and helped increase the flow of money to Japanese businesses 
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operating in Korea. The introduction of the Korean yen, tied to the Japanese yen, further demonstrated 

Japanese economic control over Korea. This shift gave Japan full control over Korea’s financial landscape, 

including interest rates, credit access, and currency value.

While the new system introduced modern banking, it overwhelmingly favored Japanese settlers and 

corporations. By the 1920s, more than half of all loans went to Japanese borrowers, while fewer than 

ten percent went to Koreans. Korean entrepreneurs, including small manufacturers, shop owners, and 

farmers hoping to modernize, found it nearly impossible to compete. The reason was structural. Access 

to credit required collateral, land titles, and written applications in Japanese, conditions that most Korean 

farmers and small business owners could not meet. Even qualified Koreans often faced discriminatory 

lending practices and higher interest rates. As a result, Japanese firms such as the Oriental Development 

Company and major conglomerates like Mitsui and Mitsubishi gained easy access to capital, allowing 

them to expand rapidly into rice milling, textiles, and transportation, while Korean enterprises stagnated.

Nationalist writer Sin Ch’ae-ho condemned this system as a form of “economic warfare” meant to 

erode Korean autonomy and ensure colonial dependence. In practice, the banking network became an 

instrument of control, concentrating economic power in Japanese hands and cutting most Koreans off 

from opportunities for growth or modernization. This exclusion deepened resentment and reinforced 

the sense that Japanese rule sought not only to occupy Korean land but also to dominate the nation’s 

economic future.

���™���€�‘�™�”�§�÷�Ë�§�÷�Š�‘�‹�Ë�§�Ó�Ó�c

Source Activity Eight

 ���� Korean Yen issued by the Bank of 
�I�”���c�d�÷�{�‘�ƒ�c�d�R�‘���������_���������|�‘

Following the annexation, Japan replaced 
the Korean won with Korean yen.  
�™�”�d�‘�A�ø�÷�Ë�‘���…�‘�I�”���c�d�÷�‘�¨�ø�c�‘�ø�‘�F���Ó���÷�§�ø�Ó�‘
financial institution controlled by Japan. 
This meant that Korea was integrated into 
Japan’s imperial economy and help Japan 
to control Korea economically.

Questions:

1.	 �Identify two visual or textual features on the banknote that indicate colonial authority or control.

2.	 �Explain what the replacement of the Korean won suggests about changes to Korea’s 
economic sovereignty.

3.	 �To what extent is the source useful for understanding Japanese colonial control over Korea?



191HISTORY OF KOREA�|�‘�I���ƒ�E�c�d�‘�I���ð�;�ø�÷�§���÷�‘�…���E�‘�Å�A�‘�¡�§�c�t���E�¶�‘�v�ø�;�d�E�‘���{�‘�~�d�Š�§���÷�ø�Ó�‘�‹�t�ƒ�R�¶�‘���c�§�ø�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�@�F�d�ø�÷�§�ø�|�‘�����E�d�ø�‘���������Q��������

Paper 2 Practice

Authoritarian Rule
As this thematic study focuses on Authoritarian Rule from 750 CE onwards, the material on 
Korean resistance can be used as a case study of how authoritarian rule affected people’s 
lives. The Lines of Inquiry for this inquiry question focus economic and social effects,  
�t�”�d�‘�d�±�;�d�E�§�d�÷�F�d�c�‘���…�‘�¨���ð�d�÷�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�ð�ø�E�Š�§�÷�ø�Ó�§�Í�d�R�‘�Š�E���ƒ�;�c�|

The example of Japanese banking policy  can be used to demonstrate how credits and loans 
�…�ø�¤���ƒ�E�d�R�‘���¤�d�E�¨�”�d�Ó�ð�§�÷�Š�Ó�¶�‘�	�ø�;�ø�÷�d�c�d�‘�c�d�t�t�Ó�d�E�c�{�‘�F���ð�;�ø�÷�§�d�c�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�Í�ø�§�?�ø�t�c�ƒ�|�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�…�ø�E�ð�d�E�c�‘�ø�÷�R�‘
entrepreneurs had to deal with higher interest rates and limited access to capital which 
meant that Korean companies experienced limited economic growth. This in turn meant that 
the Korean economy was structurally dependent on Japanese capital, thus showing how 
colonial economy functioned based on extraction rather than developing the local population 
economically.

This impacted Korean society directly, and more specifically Korean farmers who were 
disadvantaged by the practices of formal land registration based on both the availability of 
capital and knowledge of the legal system. When Korean farmers were not able to repay loans, 
their land was confiscated and they became tenant farmers or landless labourers. This led to 
serious social consequences by widening the gap between rich and poor, rural poverty and 
large-scale migration to urban centers in Manchuria and Japan.

�@�t�”�d�E�‘�F�ø�c�d�‘�c�t�ƒ�R�§�d�c�‘�F���ƒ�Ó�R�‘�§�÷�F�Ó�ƒ�R�d�‘�t�”�d�‘�…���Ó�Ó���¨�§�÷�Š�‘�d�±�ø�ð�;�Ó�d�c�•
���y British banks in India with the creation of the Reserve Bank of India
���y �™�”�d�‘�‰�E�d�÷�F�”�‘�A�ø�A�ƒ�d�‘�R�d�‘�Ó�j���E�F�§�A�ƒ�d�‘�@�F�F�§�R�d�÷�t�ø�Ó�‘�§�÷�‘�‰�E�d�÷�F�”�‘�È�d�c�t�‘���…�E�§�F�ø
���y The Dutch De Javasche Bank in the Dutch East Indies
���y The Belgian Banque du Congo Belge

�™�”�d�‘�F���ð�;�ø�E�§�c���÷�‘�F�ø�÷�‘�…���F�ƒ�c�‘���÷�‘�t�”�d�‘�…���Ó�Ó���¨�§�÷�Š�‘�…�ø�F�t���E�c�•
���y Who controlled the capital?
���y Who benefited from the colonial banking system?
���y Who was excluded?
���y What was the social impact?
���y How did this create resistance to the economic control of colonial powers?

Another focus for this line of inquiry can be Japan’s rural land policies�‘�§�÷�‘�����E�d�ø�|�‘�@�t�”�d�E�‘�F�ø�c�d�‘
�c�t�ƒ�R�§�d�c�‘�F�ø�÷�‘�§�÷�F�Ó�ƒ�R�d�•

���y The land revenue and tenancy system in British India
���y �™�”�d�‘�c�d�t�t�Ó�d�E�‘�Ó�ø�÷�R�‘�c�d�§�Í�ƒ�E�d�‘�§�÷�‘�‰�E�d�÷�F�”�‘���Ó�Š�d�E�§�ø
���y The cultivation system in the Dutch East Indies
���y �™�”�d�‘�È�”�§�t�d�‘�¡�§�Š�”�Ó�ø�÷�R�c�‘�;���Ó�§�F�¶�‘�§�÷�‘���d�÷�¶�ø�‘�;�A�E�§�t�§�c�”�‘�_�ø�c�t�‘���…�E�§�F�ø�<

�™�”�d�‘�F���ð�;�ø�E�§�c���÷�‘�F�ø�÷�‘�…���F�ƒ�c�‘���÷�‘�t�”�d�c�d�‘�F�E�§�t�d�E�§�ø�•
���y Legal frameworks
���y The economic shift from subsistence farming to production for export or settler use
���y The social changes from turning peasants into tenants or labourers
���y How this created social instability, migration and resistance to colonial rule
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1. Mid-century Challenges5. Transformation and Resistance: Korea under Japanese Colonial Rule5. Transformation and Resistance: Korea under Japanese Colonial Rule

Agriculture and Rural Hardship
Agriculture, the livelihood of over 70 percent of Koreans, was reshaped through the Land Survey Program 

(1910–1918). Farmers had to produce written deeds to confirm ownership, but many peasants had cultivated 

land for generations without documents. As a result, land often defaulted to the state, which transferred it 

to Japanese settlers or absentee landlords. By the 1930s, over two-thirds of Korean farmers were tenants 

forced to give up as much as 50 percent of their harvest as rent. Ki-baik Lee emphasizes that this process 

destroyed the traditional village order, producing widespread poverty and dependence.

Colonial agricultural policy also emphasized exports to Japan. The Rice Production Increase Program 

(1920s–1930s) encouraged the cultivation of high-yield strains, but much of the surplus was shipped 

abroad. By 1935, nearly half of Korea’s rice harvest was exported to Japan, leaving rural communities 

short of food. This imbalance sparked the Rice Crisis of 1919–1920, when prices soared, exports continued, 

and Koreans faced shortages despite good harvests. Rural Koreans sometimes went hungry even as they 

watched trainloads of rice leave for Japanese ports, a clear reminder that they were producing for the 

empire, not for themselves.

Bruce Cumings stresses that Korea was locked into a peripheral role, supplying food to Japan’s urban 

population at the expense of its own. This also tied Korean diets to colonial priorities, with more Koreans 

forced to consume barley and millet as rice was exported.

Industry and Labor
Korea industrialized rapidly in the 1930s, especially in the north, where hydroelectric power and coal 

deposits were abundant. Japanese corporations such as the South Manchuria Railway Company and 

Mitsui invested in steel plants, chemical factories, and mining. By the late 1930s, Korea had become an 

important supplier of raw materials and manufactured goods for Japan’s war economy.

But industrialization excluded Koreans from its benefits. Koreans were rarely promoted to managerial positions 

and consistently earned less than their Japanese counterparts. Wage discrimination was stark: Koreans were 

often paid 30–50 percent less for the same work. They were also assigned the most dangerous jobs, such as 

mining or construction. Discrimination was institutionalized as evidenced by Koreans and Japanese workers 

living in separate housing, eating in different canteens, and having unequal access to medical care.

This inequality fueled labor unrest. The Wonsan General Strike of 1929, which shut down a major port for 

nearly three months, was triggered by wage discrimination and unsafe working conditions. It spread to 

involve over 10,000 workers, making it one of the largest labor actions of the colonial period. Michael Robinson 

highlights this strike as evidence that Korean workers connected economic exploitation with national 

subjugation. For many, demanding fair wages became inseparable from resisting colonial domination.
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���™���€�‘�™�”�§�÷�Ë�§�÷�Š�‘�‹�Ë�§�Ó�Ó�c

Source Activity Nine

 �+�d�¨�c�;�ø�;�d�E�‘�F���¤�d�E�ø�Š�d�‘���…�‘�t�”�d�‘�È���÷�c�ø�÷�‘�•�d�÷�d�E�ø�Ó�‘�‹�t�E�§�Ë�d�‘�D���������E�|
 Labor grievances and national oppression converged in port cities such as Wonsan.

Questions:

1.	 �What does the newspaper image suggest about the scale and nature of the Wonsan 
General Strike?

2.	 ��¡���¨�‘�R���‘�t�”�d�‘�¤�§�c�ƒ�ø�Ó�‘�d�Ó�d�ð�d�÷�t�c�‘���…�‘�t�”�d�‘�c���ƒ�E�F�d�‘�;�F�E���¨�R�c�{�‘�Ó���F�ø�t�§���÷�{�‘�§�÷�R�ƒ�c�t�E�§�ø�Ó�‘�c�d�t�t�§�÷�Š�<�‘�F���÷�¤�d�¶�‘ 
the relationship between labour grievances and colonial authority?

3.	 �How might Japanese officials, Korean workers, and foreign observers interpret this  
event differently?
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Paper 2 Practice

Authoritarian Rule

As this thematic study focuses on Authoritarian Rule from 750 CE onwards, the material on 
Korean resistance can be used as a case study of how how authoritarian rule was challenged. 
The Lines of Inquiry for this inquiry question focus on internal opposition, popular resistance, 
impact of policies and external threats. 

A main characteristic of the labour-based nationalist movement in Korea is that it was led by 
dockworkers, railway workers and industrial labourers. The combination of economic hardship 
and grievances caused by low wages, long working hours and discrimination and nationalist 
opposition to colonial exploitation and incorporation into a wider independence struggle as 
�d�±�d�ð�;�Ó�§�…�§�d�R�‘�§�÷�‘�t�”�d�‘�È���÷�c�ø�÷�‘�•�d�÷�d�E�ø�Ó�‘�‹�t�E�§�Ë�d�‘�F�ø�÷�‘�?�d�‘�F���ð�;�ø�E�d�R�‘�¨�§�t�”�‘���t�”�d�E�‘�F�ø�c�d�‘�c�t�ƒ�R�§�d�c�‘�c�ƒ�F�”�‘�ø�c�•

���y �The Indian labour movement with textile and railway workers as well as dockworkers  
�§�÷�‘�t�”�d�‘���������c�Q���������c�‘�F���ð�?�§�÷�d�R�‘�¨�§�t�”�‘�t�”�d�‘�Å�÷�R�§�ø�÷�‘�+�ø�t�§���÷�ø�Ó�‘�I���÷�Š�E�d�c�c�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�•�”�ø�÷�R�§�j�c�‘
campaigns

���y ��™�”�d�‘�_�Š�¶�;�t�§�ø�÷�‘�E�d�¤���Ó�ƒ�t�§���÷�‘���…�‘���������‘�ø�Š�ø�§�÷�c�t�‘�A�E�§�t�§�c�”�‘�E�ƒ�Ó�d�‘�F�ø�E�E�§�d�R�‘���ƒ�t�‘�?�¶�‘�t�E�ø�ð�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�E�ø�§�Ó�¨�ø�¶�‘ 
workers as well as civil servants

���y The Dakar-Niger railway strike in French West Africa against French colonial rule
���y �The Indonesian labour movement when labour unions combined nationalist ambitions  

�ø�Š�ø�§�÷�c�t�‘�T�ƒ�t�F�”�‘�F���Ó���÷�§�ø�Ó�‘�E�ƒ�Ó�d�‘�§�÷�‘��������

�™�”�d�‘�F���ð�;�ø�E�§�c���÷�‘�F�ø�÷�‘�…���F�ƒ�c�‘���÷�‘�t�”�d�c�d�‘�F�E�§�t�d�E�§�ø�•

���y The link between economic exploitation and national oppression
���y The exclusion of urban and industrial workers in political decision-making processes
���y �™�”�d�‘�;�÷�d�Š�ø�t�§�¤�d�<�‘�d�…�…�d�F�t�c�‘���…�‘�t�”�d�c�d�‘�c�t�E�§�Ë�d�c�‘���÷�‘�t�”�d�‘�F���Ó���÷�§�ø�Ó�‘�d�F���÷���ð�§�d�c
���y The short- and long-term impact of these labour-led resistance movements

Infrastructure
Infrastructure development was a key factor in allowing the Japanese to maintain authoritarian rule in 

colonial Korea. Before Japanese colonization, Korea's infrastructure was relatively limited and primarily 

focused on traditional and agricultural needs. The Japanese colonial government invested heavily in 

infrastructure projects, including the construction of modernized railways, ports, and roads.

By the 1940s, Korea had nearly 5,000 kilometers of railroads, along with new ports, hydroelectric dams, 

and telegraph lines. These projects created the appearance of progress, but these projects served imperial 

extraction. Railways connected mines, rice-growing regions, and factories to ports for shipment to Japan, 

often bypassing Korean towns. Hydroelectric plants powered Japanese-owned industries, not Korean 

homes. Railroads linked coal mines, rice-producing regions, and industrial sites to coastal ports for 

shipment to Japan. Hydroelectric dams in the north supplied power for Japanese-owned factories and 

for Japan itself, not for Korean households. Like railways in India or Indochina, they were not built to 

integrate local economies but to extract resources. Ki-baik Lee underscores that Koreans rarely gained 
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�To what extent do you agree with the view that Japanese economic development in banking, 
industry, and infrastructure primarily served Japanese imperial interests rather than benefiting 
Korea?

Paper 3 Practice

direct use of the infrastructure, as trains carried rice out of villages even as local families went hungry. 

To ordinary Koreans, “modernization” looked like railroads that took their crops away and factories where 

they worked for half the pay of Japanese laborers.

The intensive extraction of resources such as iron ore, coal, gold, and timber also led to environmental 

harms. The focus on resource extraction and industrial output for Japan's benefit meant that Korea's 

economic development was unbalanced and unsustainable. This created long-term challenges for the 

Korean population, including economic instability and social inequality.

Summary
Korea’s economy was transformed under Japanese colonial rule, but not for the benefit of Koreans. The 

banking system excluded them from credit, land surveys dispossessed farmers, and agricultural exports 

left villages hungry. Industrialization enriched Japanese corporations but discriminated against Korean 

workers, while infrastructure projects tied the peninsula tightly to Japan’s economy without serving local 

needs. For Koreans, economic “modernization” was experienced as exploitation and dependency. Yet 

these hardships also created alliances between peasants, laborers, and intellectuals that led to nationalist 

resistance.

Japanese colonial officials framed the development of railways, banks, and industrial projects 
�ø�c�‘�n�ð���R�d�E�÷�§�Í�§�÷�Š�o�‘�����E�d�ø�|�‘�Õ�d�t�‘�ð�ø�÷�¶�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�c�‘�d�±�;�d�E�§�d�÷�F�d�R�‘�t�”�d�c�d�‘�R�d�¤�d�Ó���;�ð�d�÷�t�c�‘�t�”�E���ƒ�Š�”�‘�t�”�d�‘�Ó���c�c�‘ 
of their land, factory exploitation, and capital extraction. 

Historians must judge the impact of these changes and not simply describe them. This means 
asking questions such as- “Who benefited, who controlled the resources, and whose story is 
recorded?”

What it means to make a historical judgement

���y Weigh competing interpretations

���y Evaluate the quality of evidence

���y Evaluate the context of evidence

Skills & Competencies of a Historian?
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IV. Repression and Resistance

Inquiry  
Question

To what extent do you agree with the claim that Koreans resisted repression under 
�	�ø�;�ø�÷�d�c�d�‘�F���Ó���÷�§�ø�Ó�‘�E�ƒ�Ó�d�‘�t�”�E���ƒ�Š�”�‘�;���Ó�§�t�§�F�ø�Ó�{�‘�F�ƒ�Ó�t�ƒ�E�ø�Ó�{�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�ø�E�ð�d�R�‘�c�t�E�ƒ�Š�Š�Ó�d�5

Political Repression
Korea became one of the most tightly controlled societies in the modern world due to the methods of 

�N�¾�;�¾���ã�B�ã�ð�>�O���ã�»�ð�ˆ�ü�ã�ð�9�"�b�ã�>���"�>�Ò�9�ã���ã�>�¾���ð�"�ö�ð���ü�"�B�$���ð�ü�ã���ß�ð�O���Ù�ü�ã�Ù���ã�ß�ð�;�"�c�ã�>�¼�ð�Ù�"���Ø�ÿ���ÿ���÷�ð���ÿ���ÿ�J�¾�>�i�¼�ð���O�ß�ÿ�Ù�ÿ�¾���¼�ð�¾���ß�ð

administrative authority in a single office. This concentration of power was enforced by an expanding 

police force. By the 1930s, there were more than 80,000 Japanese officers and hundreds of thousands of 

Korean auxiliaries used for local intelligence, translation, and neighborhood policing. Neighbors were 

often compelled to report on each other, creating a climate of fear where privacy was nearly impossible.

Press censorship silenced dissent. Independent newspapers such as Daehan Maeil Sinbo were closed, and 

surviving publications required official approval of their content. Even cultural journals risked seizure if 

they hinted at nationalist themes. Public gatherings were banned unless granted a permit, which was 

rarely given for anything other than officially sanctioned events.

The Peace Preservation Law (1925) criminalized activities deemed as threatening to the imperial state, 

including peaceful demonstrations, labor organizing, and speaking of any doctrine the authorities 

judged a threat to imperial order. Thousands of Koreans were arrested under this law. Police used torture 

routinely, including beatings, waterboarding, and electric shocks, to extract confessions. Historian Bruce 

Cumings notes that the colonial bureaucracy rested on systematic violence disguised as legal order, using 

surveillance, interrogation, and torture to enforce obedience.

Cultural Resistance
Despite pervasive repression, Koreans found creative ways to sustain their identity. Cultural nationalism 

flourished in the 1920s and 1930s, and intellectuals recognized that if political independence was 

temporarily impossible, the preservation of culture could keep the idea of the nation alive.

���y Decide which interpretation is best supported

���y Acknowledge complexity

���y Explain your criteria

���y Make a reasoned evaluation

Using the evidence in this chapter, make a historical judgment using the following prompt.

1.	 �To what extent did Japanese economic policy in Korea build a Korean economy versus 
building an economy for Japan?
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The Korean Language Society, founded in 1921, exemplified this resistance. Members labored to standardize 

�>�¾���Þ�÷�Q���ð�B�;�ã�����ÿ���÷�ð�¾���ß�ð�Ù�"���;�ÿ���ã�ð�ß�ÿ�Ù�J�ÿ�"���¾�>�ÿ�ã�B�ð�¾�J�ð�¾�ð�J�ÿ���ã�ð�c�ü�ã���ð�P�"�>�ã�¾���ð�c�¾�B�ð�Ø�ã�ÿ���÷�ð�ß�>�ÿ�b�ã���ð�"�O�J�ð�"�ö�ð�B�Ù�ü�"�"���B�ð�¾���ß�ð

public life. Arrests of some members in 1942 on charges of nationalist conspiracy turned them into cultural 

martyrs, galvanizing further underground work to preserve the language. The fact that lexicographers 

were treated as criminals demonstrates how Japan equated cultural preservation with rebellion.

Literary activity also became a quiet but powerful channel of protest. Journals like Kaebyok and Dong-A 

Ilbo published essays, fiction, and poetry that sometimes disguised nationalist critiques with allegory and 

symbolism. Even sports coverage offered a subtle message of resistance as cheering for Korean athletes 

in colonial competitions was an expression of shared pride that otherwise couldn’t be voiced. Writers 

such as Yi Kwang-su initially inspired cultural nationalism with works promoting self-strengthening, 

though his later collaboration with the Japanese highlighted the moral dilemmas faced under repression. 

His trajectory illustrates how colonial pressure could turn early nationalists into reluctant collaborators.

�&�b�ã�>�i�ß�¾�i�ð�;�>�¾�Ù�J�ÿ�Ù�ã�B�ð�>�ã�ÿ���ö�"�>�Ù�ã�ß�ð�ÿ�ß�ã���J�ÿ�J�i�ð�J�"�"�»�ð�8�¾���ÿ���ÿ�ã�B�ð�J�¾�O�÷�ü�J�ð�>�¾���Þ�÷�Q���ð�;�>�ÿ�b�¾�J�ã���i�ð�¾�J�ð�ü�"���ã�¼�ð�;�¾�B�B�ã�ß�ð�ß�"�c���ð�"�>�¾���ð

folktales, and continued Confucian ancestral rites despite discouragement. Ki-baik Lee emphasizes that 

such small acts were not trivial but vital, ensuring continuity of Korean traditions under colonial assault.

Organized Nationalist Movements
During Japan’s colonial rule over Korea, nationalist leaders worked relentlessly to make their voices 

heard on the world stage. After the suppression of the Samil (March 1st) Movement in 1919, many turned 

to diplomacy and exile politics as alternative strategies for independence. That April, Korean leaders 

established the Provisional Government of the Republic of Korea in Shanghai. Although divided by factional 

disputes and lacking formal recognition, it was significant in that it represented Korea’s continuing claim 

to sovereignty and provided a base for coordinating diplomacy and armed resistance.

Korean leaders pursued different paths abroad. Kim Kyu-sik traveled to the Paris Peace Conference in 1919, 

where he called for Korea’s independence and exposed the reality of Japanese occupation. Although the 

request was denied since Japan was one of the victorious Allied powers, Kim’s appeal gave visibility to 

Korea’s struggle and lent credibility to its diplomatic campaign. Syngman Rhee, serving as president of 

the Provisional Government, took a longer route through years of advocacy in the United States. He met 

with officials, published articles, and gave public speeches urging American support for Korea’s freedom. 

Other leaders stressed that armed resistance was necessary alongside diplomacy. Kim Gu, a prominent 

figure in the Provisional Government, emphasized armed struggle, working with guerrilla forces in 

Manchuria and training youth in exile schools. Even with limited resources, the government in exile ran 

schools and training programs to keep younger generations politically engaged.

While neither diplomatic lobbying nor armed struggle secured immediate independence, these efforts 

built international awareness, kept Korea’s claim to sovereignty alive, and laid essential groundwork for 

future recognition. The Provisional Government’s survival became a moral symbol demonstrating that 

Korea’s claim to independence remained alive.
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Inside Korea, nationalists faced constant police scrutiny. Moderates pursued cultural nationalism, 

promoting education, cooperatives, and economic self-strengthening as preparation for eventual 

independence. More radical groups, including communists and socialists, tied Korean liberation to the 

wider anti-imperialist struggle. Labor strikes, tenant protests, and youth organizations in the 1920s and 

1930s revealed how everyday grievances over wages or rents were increasingly linked to resistance against 

Japanese rule. Michael Robinson stresses that these divisions reflected strategic debates — whether to 

confront Japan directly or to preserve national identity until global conditions shifted.

���™���€�‘�™�”�§�÷�Ë�§�÷�Š�‘�‹�Ë�§�Ó�Ó�c

Source Activity Ten

  Photo of leaders at the establishment of the Provisional Government of the Republic of Korea 
�§�÷�‘���������{�‘�ø�‘�Ë�d�¶�‘�ð���ð�d�÷�t�‘�§�÷�‘�����E�d�ø�j�c�‘�Ã���ƒ�E�÷�d�¶�‘�t���¨�ø�E�R�‘�§�÷�R�d�;�d�÷�R�d�÷�F�d�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�c�d�Ó�…�Q�R�d�t�d�E�ð�§�÷�ø�t�§���÷�|

Question:

1.	 �What does the formal setting and attire suggest about how these leaders wanted to 
present Korea to the world?
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Armed Resistance
Some Koreans concluded that only armed struggle could secure independence. Guerrilla units formed in 

Manchuria and Siberia, taking advantage of easily crossed borders to launch raids. These guerrilla groups 

saw their struggle as a mission of liberation whereas the Japanese perspective was that they were bandits. 

The Korean Independence Army, established after the Samil (March 1st) Movement, operated from bases 

in Manchuria and became the most organized military force of the exile movement. In October 1920, its 

fighters under Kim Jwa-jin joined other nationalist units in the Battle of Cheongsanri, the most celebrated 

episode of armed resistance. Roughly 3,000 Korean soldiers held out against nearly 30,000 Japanese troops, 

inflicting significant casualties. Japan retaliated with the Gando Massacre, killing thousands of Korean 

civilians in Manchuria. Though tragic, Cheongsanri became a powerful symbol of Korean resilience and 

the possibility of sustained armed resistance.

Individual acts of militancy also captured the nationalist imagination. An Jung-geun’s assassination of 

Ito Hirobumi in 1909 remained an enduring source of inspiration. Later, in 1926, Na Seok-ju carried out 

bombings against colonial institutions in Seoul, and in 1932, Yun Bong-gil killed Japanese officers with 

a grenade at a Shanghai ceremony. These actions, though militarily small, drew international attention 

and inspired wider movements in China as well as Korea. They also signaled that resistance was not 

confined to Korea itself but part of a transnational struggle.

  An Jung-Geun, who assassinated 
Ito Hirobumi, is remembered as one 
of the greatest Korean independence 
freedom fighters during the colonial 
period. He is pictured here with his 
handprint and the statement, “I am  
�ø�‘�F�§�t�§�Í�d�÷�‘���…�‘�t�”�d�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�‹�t�ø�t�d�|�o

By the late 1930s, Japan’s total mobilization for war brought new repression (see Chapter 6). Koreans were 

conscripted into labor battalions and, eventually, the Japanese army. Students staged boycotts against 

forced Shinto worship, while workers launched strikes and sabotage campaigns in mines and factories. 

Ki-baik Lee emphasizes that these acts of resistance, though scattered, revealed the depth of nationalist 

sentiment across all classes by the late colonial period.
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Women and Resistance
Korean women played indispensable roles in resistance, both public and private. The participation of 

women in resistance challenged earlier male-centered narratives of nationalism. During the Samil (March 

1st) Movement, women students organized demonstrations and distributed declarations. Yu Gwan-sun, 

captured and tortured for her leadership, died in prison at age 17 and became a national martyr. Her struggle 

also illustrates how religion, youth, and gender sometimes intersected in resistance.

���™���€�‘�™�”�§�÷�Ë�§�÷�Š�‘�‹�Ë�§�Ó�Ó�c

Yu Gwan-sun

Source A

“Even if my fingernails are torn out, my nose and ears are ripped apart, and my legs and arms are 

crushed, this physical pain does not compare to the pain of losing my nation. My only remorse is 

not being able to do more than dedicating my life to my country.”

— Yu Gwan-sun

Source B 

�Õ�ƒ�‘�•�¨�ø�÷�Q�c�ƒ�÷�j�c�‘�Å�R�d�÷�t�§�t�¶�‘�I�ø�E�R�{�‘��������

Source Activity Eleven
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Source C 

Statue of Yu Gwan-sun in Seoul

Task:

1.	 ��¥�c�§�÷�Š�‘�ø�Ó�Ó�‘�c���ƒ�E�F�d�c�{�‘�ø�÷�ø�Ó�¶�Í�d�‘�”���¨�‘�Õ�ƒ�‘�•�¨�ø�÷�Q�c�ƒ�÷�j�c�‘�ø�F�t�§���÷�c�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�t�”�d�‘�F���ð�ð�d�ð���E�ø�t�§���÷�‘�E�d�…�Ó�d�F�t�‘�?���t�”�‘
resistance to Japanese colonial rule and the construction of Koran national identity.

�Å�÷�‘�¶���ƒ�E�‘�ø�÷�ø�Ó�¶�c�§�c�{�‘�F���÷�c�§�R�d�E�‘�t�”�d�‘�…���Ó�Ó���¨�§�÷�Š�‘�A�ƒ�d�c�t�§���÷�c�•

���|�‘�v�d�E�c�;�d�F�t�§�¤�d�•�‘

���y �How can Yu Gwan-sun’s identity as a young, educated Korean woman under colonial  
rule enhance our understanding of resistance and personal sacrifice?

�A�|�‘�Å�ø�Ó�ƒ�d�c�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�_�t�”�§�F�c�•�‘

���y �How does her statement reflect the emotional and ethical dimensions of resistance  
to oppression? 

���y What does it reveal about the broader fight for national independence? 

�‘�I�|�‘�™�”�d���E�¶�‘���…�‘���÷���¨�Ó�d�R�Š�d�•�‘

���y �To what extent do symbolic representations—such as monuments, documents,  
and personal testimony—shape our knowledge of historical resistance movements?

���y �How do symbolic representations such as a monument influence how individuals like  
Yu Gwan-sun are remembered as national symbols?
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Women also supported armed resistance networks, smuggling food, intelligence, and weapons across 

borders. Some directly joined guerrilla groups, taking part in sabotage and combat. In urban centers, 

women participated in underground student organizations, printed pamphlets, and aided labor strikes. For 

example, women in Pyongyang helped distribute illegal newspapers and organize textile strikes, showing 

that activism extended beyond symbolic protest. In private life women preserved identity by teaching 

�Ù�ü�ÿ���ß�>�ã���ð�>�¾���Þ�÷�Q���¼�ð���¾�ÿ���J�¾�ÿ���ÿ���÷�ð���"���ö�O�Ù�ÿ�¾���ð�>�ÿ�J�O�¾���B�¼�ð�¾���ß�ð�;�¾�B�B�ÿ���÷�ð�ß�"�c���ð�ö�"�����J�¾���ã�B�»�ˆ�ü�ã�B�ã�ð�=�O�ÿ�ã�J�ð�ö�"�>���B�ð�"�ö�ð�Ù�O���J�O�>�¾���ð

continuity were arguably just as vital as public protest, ensuring the survival of Korean traditions in the 

face of assimilationist pressures.

Paper 1 Practice

Case Study: Competing Strategies in the Korean Independence Movement

Inquiry Question: � How did diplomatic activism and armed/mass-mobilization strategies 
differ in advancing Korean independence during Japanese colonial rule?

Source A 

Context: Shin Chae-ho, a radical nationalist who had turned toward anarchist ideas after fleeing 
Japanese repression, wrote this declaration while working with militant anti-colonial groups in 
�I�”�§�÷�ø�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�#�ø�÷�F�”�ƒ�E�§�ø�‘�;���������<�|�‘

Content: “Burglar Japan violently usurped our independent right and deprived our nation’s 

right to live… Therefore we reject the begging of diplomats and the reform schemes of the 

elites. We shall rely upon direct action by the masses. The revolution must strike at the heart 

of the robber-state and its lackeys; we shall destroy the machinery of oppression, topple the 

traitors who feed upon the people, and reclaim our freedom by our own hands. Let the youth 

be the vanguard; let righteous men unite in fearless deeds. Only a fierce struggle can awaken 

the sleeping nation and break the iron chains that bind it.”
Source: �‹�”�§�÷�{�‘�I�|�Q�”�|�‘�;���������<�|�‘�T�d�F�Ó�ø�E�ø�t�§���÷�‘���…�‘�t�”�d�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�E�d�¤���Ó�ƒ�t�§���÷�|�‘�™�”�d�‘���÷�ø�E�F�”�§�c�t�‘���§�?�E�ø�E�¶�|�‘ 

�”�t�t�;�c�•�M�M�t�”�d�ø�÷�ø�E�F�”�§�c�t�Ó�§�?�E�ø�E�¶�|���E�Š�M�Ó�§�?�E�ø�E�¶�M�c�”�§�÷�Q�F�”�ø�d�”���Q�R�d�F�Ó�ø�E�ø�t�§���÷�Q���…�Q�t�”�d�Q�Ë���E�d�ø�÷�Q�E�d�¤���Ó�ƒ�t�§���÷�‘

Source B

Context:�‘�™�”�§�c�‘���������‘�R�§�E�d�F�t�§�¤�d�‘�F�ø�ð�d�‘�…�E���ð�‘�t�”�d�‘�I���ð�§�÷�t�d�E�÷�{�‘�t�”�d�‘�#���c�F���¨�Q�?�ø�c�d�R�‘���E�Š�ø�÷�§�Í�ø�t�§���÷�‘
coordinating global communist movements and setting ideological priorities for colonial 
struggles at a moment when Korean communist groups were fragmented. 

Content: “To the Revolutionary Workers and Peasants of Korea. Dear Comrades! … Without the 

restoration and consolidation of the Communist Party a consistent and determined struggle for 

the emancipation of the country from the yoke of Japanese imperialism and for carrying out 

the agrarian revolution is impossible. The E.C.C.I. earnestly hopes that the Korean Communists 

will… establish the iron cohorts needed for this severe struggle demanding great sacrifices, 

https://theanarchistlibrary.org/library/shin-chaeho-declaration-of-the-korean-revolution 
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unshakable firmness, unbounded revolutionary devotion and readiness for struggle…Only 

through the mobilization and leadership of the working class and poor peasants can the 

national-liberation movement advance to victory.”
Source: �_�±�d�F�ƒ�t�§�¤�d�‘�I���ð�ð�§�t�t�d�d�‘���…�‘�t�”�d�‘�I���ð�ð�ƒ�÷�§�c�t�‘�Å�÷�t�d�E�÷�ø�t�§���÷�ø�Ó�|�‘�;���������{�‘�‰�d�?�E�ƒ�ø�E�¶�‘�����<�|�‘�~�d�c���Ó�ƒ�t�§���÷�‘���÷�‘�t�”�d�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�A�ƒ�d�c�t�§���÷

�=�Å�÷�‘�Å�÷�t�d�E�÷�ø�t�§���÷�ø�Ó�‘�v�E�d�c�c�‘�I���E�E�d�c�;���÷�R�d�÷�F�d�{�‘�Å���Ó�|�‘���{�‘�+���|�‘���?�|�‘�#�ø�E�±�§�c�t�c�‘�Å�÷�t�d�E�÷�d�t�‘���E�F�”�§�¤�d�|
�”�t�t�;�c�•�M�M�¨�¨� �̈|�ð�ø�E�±�§�c�t�c�|���E�Š�M�”�§�c�t���E�¶�M�§�÷�t�d�E�÷�ø�t�§���÷�ø�Ó�M�F���ð�§�÷�t�d�E�÷�M�§�÷�;�E�d�F���E�M���������M�¤�����÷�����Q�…�d�?�Q�����Q���������Q�§�÷�;�E�d�F���E�|�;�R�…

Source C

Context:�‘���÷�‘�d�±�t�E�ø�F�t�‘�…�E���ð�‘�����E�d�ø�j�c�‘���;�;�d�ø�Ó�‘�t���‘�t�”�d�‘�I���÷�…�d�E�d�÷�F�d�‘���÷�‘���§�ð�§�t�ø�t�§���÷�‘���…�‘���E�ð�ø�ð�d�÷�t�‘�;���������<�{�‘
published by the Korean Mission in Washington, D.C., aligned with the Provisional Government of 
the Republic of Korea. Led by Syngman Rhee, the Provisional Government pursued international 
diplomacy, appealing to the United States and League of Nations. The appeal was submitted 
during the Washington Naval Conference, a major post–World War I diplomatic gathering aimed  
at limiting naval buildups and creating a new structure for Pacific security. 

Content: “All of the conferee nations, with one exception, are in a similar situation to the 

United States, for they have agreed by treaty with Korea to use their good offices in case of her 

oppression. Assuredly, we can assume that all of the ambassadors, delegates and advisors who 

participate in the grave responsibilities of your task are familiar with those treaties and with 

the interpretative diplomatic correspondence relating to them. However, for convenience of 

reference we have prepared an abstract of the governmental records, documents and treaties 

pertaining to the relations of each conferee nation with Korea, which is attached as Appendix 

No. 2 under the title ‘What the conferee nations have said and pledged’. We solemnly affirm 

that justice to Korea constitutes an indispensable requisite to the permanent adjustment of far 

eastern affairs. How can there be peace in the Orient if a nation of 25,000,000 people are left 

to smart with the injustice of treaties “unkept”? When Her Majesty, the Queen of the United 

Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland and Empress of India … said in the treaty of 1883 that 

there shall be perpetual peace and friendship with Korea, and that in case of difference with 

a third power Great Britain would step in to exert its good offices to bring about an amicable 

arrangement, Korea saw back of those covenants the integrity of England.”

Source: �����E�d�ø�÷�‘�#�§�c�c�§���÷�‘�t���‘�t�”�d�‘�I���÷�…�d�E�d�÷�F�d�‘���÷�‘���§�ð�§�t�ø�t�§���÷�‘���…�‘���E�ð�ø�ð�d�÷�t�|�‘�;���������<�|�‘�����E�d�ø�j�c�‘�ø�;�;�d�ø�Ó�‘�t���‘�t�”�d�‘
�I���÷�…�d�E�d�÷�F�d�‘���÷�‘���§�ð�§�t�ø�t�§���÷�‘���…�‘���E�ð�ø�ð�d�÷�t�|�‘�¥�÷�§�t�d�R�‘�‹�t�ø�t�d�c�‘�•���¤�d�E�÷�ð�d�÷�t�‘�v�E�§�÷�t�§�÷�Š�‘�@�…�…�§�F�d�|�‘�”�t�t�;�c�•�M�M�ƒ�;�Ó���ø�R�|�¨�§�Ë�§�ð�d�R�§�ø�|

���E�Š�M�¨�§�Ë�§�;�d�R�§�ø�M�F���ð�ð���÷�c�M���M�����M�����E�d�ø�\�����c�©�ø�;�;�d�ø�Ó�©�t���©�t�”�d�©�I���÷�…�d�E�d�÷�F�d�©���÷�©�Ó�§�ð�§�t�ø�t�§���÷�©���…�©�ø�E�ð�ø�ð�d�÷�t�|�©�\�����Å���©
�Ë���E�d�ø�c�ø�;�;�d�ø�Ó�t���F�������Ë���E�d�E�§�F�”�\�����|�;�R�….

Questions: 
1.	 ��_�±�;�Ó�ø�§�÷�‘�”���¨�‘�t�”�d�‘�F���÷�t�d�÷�t�‘���…�‘�?���t�”�‘�c���ƒ�E�F�d�‘���‘�ø�÷�R�‘�c���ƒ�E�F�d�‘�A�‘�F�ø�÷�‘�?�d�‘�ƒ�c�d�R�‘�t���‘�ø�÷�c�¨�d�E�‘�t�”�d�‘�§�÷�A�ƒ�§�E�¶�‘

�A�ƒ�d�c�t�§���÷�|�‘�D���‘�ð�ø�E�Ë�c�<
2.	 ����÷�ø�Ó�¶�c�d�‘�”���¨�‘�t�”�d�‘�F���÷�t�d�±�t�‘���…�‘�c���ƒ�E�F�d�‘�I�‘�§�÷�…�Ó�ƒ�d�÷�F�d�c�‘�”���¨�‘�§�t�‘�F�ø�÷�‘�?�d�‘�ƒ�c�d�R�‘�t���‘�ø�÷�c�¨�d�E�‘�t�”�d�‘�§�÷�A�ƒ�§�E�¶�‘

�A�ƒ�d�c�t�§���÷�|�‘�D���‘�ð�ø�E�Ë�c�<
3.	 ��_�±�ø�ð�§�÷�d�‘�”���¨�‘�t�”�d�‘�;�d�E�c�;�d�F�t�§�¤�d�c�‘�§�÷�‘�ø�Ó�Ó�‘�t�”�d�‘�c���ƒ�E�F�d�c�‘�F�ø�÷�‘�?�d�‘�ƒ�c�d�R�‘�t���‘�ø�÷�c�¨�d�E�‘�t�”�d�‘�§�÷�A�ƒ�§�E�¶�‘

�A�ƒ�d�c�t�§���÷�|�‘�D�����‘�ð�ø�E�Ë�c�<

https://www.marxists.org/history/international/comintern/inprecor/1929/v09n08-feb-15-1929-inprecor.pdf
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/06/Korea%27s_appeal_to_the_Conference_on_limitation_of_armament._%28IA_koreasappealtoco00korerich%29.pdf
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/06/Korea%27s_appeal_to_the_Conference_on_limitation_of_armament._%28IA_koreasappealtoco00korerich%29.pdf
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/06/Korea%27s_appeal_to_the_Conference_on_limitation_of_armament._%28IA_koreasappealtoco00korerich%29.pdf
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Summary
Korea experienced repression through authoritarian governance, pervasive surveillance, censorship, and 

violence. Yet resistance persisted in many forms, like secretive cultural work, nationalist organizing, 

guerrilla warfare, and women’s activism. The Provisional Government in Shanghai symbolized Korea’s 

claim to sovereignty, while the Battle of Cheongsanri and acts of militancy demonstrated armed 

determination. Writers, churches, and families sustained traditions under constant threat. For Koreans, 

repression was both daily suffering and a constant reminder of the need to resist, ensuring that nationalism 

endured and expanded throughout the colonial period.

Conclusion
After examining the Japanese annexation and colonial rule over Korea, including repression, resistance 

like the Samil Independence Movement, assimilation efforts, and developments in banking, industry, and 

infrastructure, we now shift to the Second Sino-Japanese War.

This war had significant impacts on Koreans, including forced labor, conscription, and the exploitation of 

comfort women. It also spurred the growth of nationalism and communism as Koreans resisted Japanese 

exploitation of their resources. The war's end led to Korea's liberation and the establishment of separate 

governments under Kim Il-Sung in the North and Syngman Rhee in the South.

Paper 3 Practice

Essay Skills Builder

To what extent do you agree with the claim that Japanese colonial rule transformed Korea 
�;���Ó�§�t�§�F�ø�Ó�Ó�¶�{�‘�c���F�§�ø�Ó�Ó�¶�{�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�d�F���÷���ð�§�F�ø�Ó�Ó�¶�|

�Õ���ƒ�E�‘�d�c�c�ø�¶�‘�ð�ƒ�c�t�‘�§�÷�F���E�;���E�ø�t�d�•

���y Your understanding of long-term historical development

���y �_�¤�§�R�d�÷�F�d�‘�…�E���ð�‘�t�”�d�‘�F�”�ø�;�t�d�E�‘�;�;���Ó�§�t�§�F�ø�Ó�{�‘�c���F�§�ø�Ó�{�‘�d�F���÷���ð�§�F�‘�Ó���÷�Š�Q�t�d�E�ð�‘�…�ø�F�t���E�c�<

���X ��‹�;�d�F�§�…�§�F�ø�Ó�Ó�¶�‘�¶���ƒ�‘�ð�ƒ�c�t�‘�§�÷�F�Ó�ƒ�R�d�‘�t�”�d�‘�‹�ø�ð�§�Ó�‘�Å�÷�R�d�;�d�÷�R�d�÷�F�d�‘�#���¤�d�ð�d�÷�t�‘�;���������<�{�‘
�ø�c�c�§�ð�§�Ó�ø�t�§���÷�‘�;���Ó�§�F�§�d�c�{�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�t�”�d�‘�F���Ó���÷�§�ø�Ó�‘�d�F���÷���ð�¶�‘�;�?�ø�÷�Ë�§�÷�Š�{�‘�§�÷�R�ƒ�c�t�E�¶�{�‘
�§�÷�…�E�ø�c�t�E�ƒ�F�t�ƒ�E�d�<

�Õ���ƒ�E�‘�E�d�c�;���÷�c�d�‘�ð�ƒ�c�t�‘�”�ø�¤�d�‘�t�”�d�‘�…���Ó�Ó���¨�§�÷�Š�•

Knowledge & Content Accurate, relevant knowledge of colonial Korea

Concepts Show cause & consequence, continuity & change

Regional study skill Evaluate arguments & perspectives

Argument Develop a clear, evaluative judgment
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Stage 1 — Annotation

When annotating, mark directly on the document using highlights, margin notes, and symbols. 

���÷�÷���t�ø�t�d�‘�¶���ƒ�E�‘�;�ø�E�t�÷�d�E�j�c�‘�;�ø�;�d�E�‘�…���E�•

���y �Thesis & argument- highlight the thesis in yellow, comment if it answers “to what 
extent” and states an evaluative stance

���y �Use of evidence- highlight evidence in blue, comment whether the evidence is specific 
and effectively uses

���y �Continuity/long-term consequences- highlight these moments in green, comment on 
whether they clearly link to pre colonial Korea changes or long-term impacts 

���y �Counterargument- underline, comment on the effectiveness with which they evaluate 
alternative perspectives and/or limits to their argument

���y ��I���÷�F�d�;�t�ƒ�ø�Ó�‘�Ó�ø�÷�Š�ƒ�ø�Š�d�‘�;�F�ø�ƒ�c�d�{�‘�F�”�ø�÷�Š�d�{�‘�c�§�Š�÷�§�…�§�F�ø�÷�F�d�<�Q�‘�?���Ó�R�‘�t�”�d�c�d�‘�t�d�E�ð�c�{�‘�F���ð�ð�d�÷�t�‘���÷�‘
�¨�”�d�t�”�d�E�‘�t�”�d�c�d�‘�F���÷�F�d�;�t�c�‘�ø�E�d�‘�ƒ�c�d�R�‘�ð�d�ø�÷�§�÷�Š�…�ƒ�Ó�Ó�¶�‘�;�÷���t�‘�c�§�ð�;�Ó�¶�‘�÷�ø�ð�d�R�<

Your annotations should help your partner see which parts are strong and where deeper 
analysis or clarity is needed.

Stage 2 — Apply IB Paper 3 Rubric

Model Thesis Frame

Although Japanese colonial rule introduced economic and infrastructural development in Korea, 
these changes primarily served imperial interests and required harsh assimilation policies that 
�c�ƒ�;�;�E�d�c�c�d�R�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�§�R�d�÷�t�§�t�¶�|�‘�™�”�d�‘�‹�ø�ð�§�Ó�‘�Å�÷�R�d�;�d�÷�R�d�÷�F�d�‘�#���¤�d�ð�d�÷�t�‘���…�‘���������‘�E�d�¤�d�ø�Ó�c�‘�t�”�ø�t�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘
resistance grew in response to repression, suggesting that the transformation of Korea under 
Japan was significant in scale but limited in benefit for Koreans themselves.

Checklist Aligned to IB Markbands

���y Clear, evaluative thesis answering ‘to what extent’
���y Explicit and sustained line of argument
���y �Accurate, relevant historical regional study content knowledge — accurate use of Samil 

Movement, assimilation policies, economy
���y �Incorporation of historical concepts (cause, continuity/change, consequence, 

�c�§�Š�÷�§�…�§�F�ø�÷�F�d�<
���y Balanced analysis of long-term factors and other causes
���y �¥�c�d�‘���…�‘�c�;�d�F�§�…�§�F�‘�d�¤�§�R�d�÷�F�d�‘�;�…�E���ð�‘�F���Ó���÷�§�ø�Ó�‘�����E�d�ø�<
���y Evaluation of competing interpretations and factors
���y Clear structure, academic tone, and historical vocabulary
���y Clear paragraphs and analytical topic sentences
���y Conclusion offers a reasoned final judgment 

Peer Feedback Stems

���y The most convincing part of your argument is…
���y �™���‘�c�t�E�d�÷�Š�t�”�d�÷�‘�F���÷�t�§�÷�ƒ�§�t�¶�M�F�”�ø�÷�Š�d�{�‘�F���÷�÷�d�F�t�‘�t�”�§�c�‘�ð���E�d�‘�t���‘�;�E�d�Q���������‘�F���÷�t�d�±�t�‘�?�¶�}
���y Your strongest use of evidence is when you reference…
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���y Your analysis of assimilation could be deepened by considering…
���y Your continuity/long-term connection works when you…
���y �This moment in your essay effectively links Samil to larger nationalist resistance 

because…
���y You could evaluate the economic changes further by explaining whether…
���y To improve evaluation of arguments, try…

�‹�d�Ó�d�F�t�d�R�‘�_�ð�?�d�R�R�d�R�‘���;�;�E���ø�F�”�d�c�‘�t���‘���d�ø�E�÷�§�÷�Š�‘�;���™���<�Q

Task Component Matching ATL

Build a sustained thesis about the extent of 
transformation.

�T�E�ø�¨�‘�F���÷�F�Ó�ƒ�c�§���÷�c�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�Š�d�÷�d�E�ø�Ó�§�Í�ø�t�§���÷�c

�‹�d�Ó�d�F�t�‘�d�¤�§�R�d�÷�F�d�•�‘�‹�ø�ð�§�Ó�‘�ð���¤�d�ð�d�÷�t�{�‘�d�R�ƒ�F�ø�t�§���÷�‘
decrees, banking/industrial data, infrastructure.

Use critical-analysis skills to select and 
evaluate sources

Line of argument judged by HL Paper 3 rubric. Develop coherent, logical arguments

Peer-mark using Paper 3 descriptors; highlight 
strengths and growth areas.

Give and receive meaningful feedback

Review rubric results and adjust argumentation 
and evidence depth.

Reflect on strengths and areas for 
improvement

���R�R�§�t�§���÷�ø�Ó�‘�v�ø�;�d�E�‘���‘�‹�t�¶�Ó�d�‘�}�ƒ�d�c�t�§���÷�c�‘�D�~�d�Š�§���÷�ø�Ó�‘�‹�t�ƒ�R�¶�•�‘���c�§�ø�‘�0�‘�@�F�d�ø�÷�§�ø�<

���|	 �To what extent do you agree with the perspective that Japan successfully eliminated 
Korean sovereignty through direct colonial rule?

���|	 �To what extent do you agree with the view that Japanese assimilation policies in education, 
language, and religion were effective in consolidating colonial control in Korea?

���|	 �To what extent do you agree with the claim that Korean cultural identity ultimately survived 
Japanese assimilation efforts?

���|	 ��™���‘�¨�”�ø�t�‘�d�±�t�d�÷�t�‘�R���‘�¶���ƒ�‘�ø�Š�E�d�d�‘�¨�§�t�”�‘�t�”�d�‘�c�t�ø�t�d�ð�d�÷�t�‘�t�”�ø�t�‘�t�”�d�‘�‹�ø�ð�§�Ó�‘�D�#�ø�E�F�”�‘�‰�§�E�c�t�<�‘�#���¤�d�ð�d�÷�t�‘���…�‘
���������‘�¨�ø�c�‘�ø�‘�t�ƒ�E�÷�§�÷�Š�‘�;���§�÷�t�‘�§�÷�‘�t�”�d�‘�R�d�¤�d�Ó���;�ð�d�÷�t�‘���…�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�÷�ø�t�§���÷�ø�Ó�§�c�ð�5

���|	 �To what extent do you agree with the argument that Korean resistance strategies—
including armed struggle, labor protest, and exile diplomacy—were effective in challenging 
Japanese colonial rule?

���|	 �To what extent do you agree with the view that memory, martyrdom, and symbolism 
�;�d�|�Š�|�{�‘�Õ�ƒ�‘�•�¨�ø�÷�Q�c�ƒ�÷�{�‘�t�”�d�‘�A�ø�t�t�Ó�d�‘���…�‘�I�”�d���÷�Š�c�ø�÷�E�§�<�‘�¨�d�E�d�‘�d�c�c�d�÷�t�§�ø�Ó�‘�§�÷�‘�c�ƒ�c�t�ø�§�÷�§�÷�Š�‘�t�”�d�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘
independence movement?

���| 	 ��™���‘�¨�”�ø�t�‘�d�±�t�d�÷�t�‘�R���‘�¶���ƒ�‘�ø�Š�E�d�d�‘�¨�§�t�”�‘�t�”�d�‘�F�Ó�ø�§�ð�‘�t�”�ø�t�‘�t�”�d�‘�‹�ø�ð�§�Ó�‘�D�#�ø�E�F�”�‘�‰�§�E�c�t�<�‘�#���¤�d�ð�d�÷�t�‘�¨�ø�c�‘ 
a crucial symbolic victory rather than a failed uprising?

Paper 3 Practice
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To what extent did colonial legacies contribute to the causes of the Korean War  
�;���������S���������<�5

Korean War: Connections to the Cold War  
in Asia (Regional Study 11)

The decades of Japanese colonial rule shaped the trajectory of modern Korea and laid  
the groundwork for the eventual division and conflict that resulted in the Korean War.  
The authoritarian legacy of colonialism intensified nationalist movements and ideological 
divides. The repression and forced assimilation policies implemented by the Japanese not only 
suppressed Korean identity but also ignited widespread resentment and resistance. Events 
�c�ƒ�F�”�‘�ø�c�‘�t�”�d�‘�‹�ø�ð�§�Ó�‘�;�#�ø�E�F�”�‘���c�t�<�‘�Å�÷�R�d�;�d�÷�R�d�÷�F�d�‘�#���¤�d�ð�d�÷�t�‘���…�‘���������‘�R�§�R�‘�÷���t�‘�ð�d�E�d�Ó�¶�‘�c�¶�ð�?���Ó�§�Í�d�‘ 
a rejection of foreign rule, but also nurtured an enduring spirit of nationalism that later 
informed both communist and nationalist visions for an independent Korea.

During the colonial era, Japan’s aggressive assimilation efforts of eradicating the Korean 
language in schools, enforcing the worship of Shinto, and rewriting history in favor of Japan’s 
imperial narrative left a deep cultural scar. Cultural suppression under colonial rule persisted 
in memory and influenced later ideological clashes. These attempts to erase Korean heritage, 
though ultimately unsuccessful, generated a backlash that manifested in divergent movements 
�…���E�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�c���¤�d�E�d�§�Š�÷�t�¶�‘�ø�…�t�d�E�‘�	�ø�;�ø�÷�j�c�‘�R�d�…�d�ø�t�‘�§�÷�‘���������|�‘�™�”�d�‘�+���E�t�”�{�‘�ƒ�÷�R�d�E�‘���§�ð�‘�Å�Ó�Q�‹�ƒ�÷�Š�{�‘�F�ø�;�§�t�ø�Ó�§�Í�d�R�‘
on the narrative of revolutionary resistance against both colonial and capitalist oppression, 
�¨�”�§�Ó�d�‘�t�”�d�‘�‹���ƒ�t�”�{�‘�Ó�d�R�‘�?�¶�‘�‹�¶�÷�Š�ð�ø�÷�‘�~�”�d�d�{�‘�d�ð�;�”�ø�c�§�Í�d�R�‘�÷�ø�t�§���÷�ø�Ó�‘�E�d�c�t���E�ø�t�§���÷�‘�t�”�E���ƒ�Š�”�‘�ø�÷�t�§�Q
communist, Western-aligned policies. 

Japan’s development of Korea’s infrastructure and industry further complicated postcolonial 
�E�d�F���¤�d�E�¶�|�‘�™�”���ƒ�Š�”�‘�E�ø�§�Ó�¨�ø�¶�c�{�‘�;���E�t�c�{�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�…�ø�F�t���E�§�d�c�‘�”�ø�R�‘�ð���R�d�E�÷�§�Í�d�R�‘�;�ø�E�t�c�‘���…�‘�����E�d�ø�{�‘�t�”�d�c�d�‘�¨�d�E�d�‘
built to benefit the Japanese empire. After liberation, the South inherited much of the colonial 
economic infrastructure, while the North, having suffered greater destruction during the 
�¨�ø�E�‘�¨�§�t�”�‘�	�ø�;�ø�÷�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�Ó�ø�t�d�E�‘���F�F�ƒ�;�ø�t�§���÷�‘�?�¶�‘�‹���¤�§�d�t�‘�…���E�F�d�c�{�‘�;�E�§���E�§�t�§�Í�d�R�‘�c�t�ø�t�d�Q�Ó�d�R�‘�§�÷�R�ƒ�c�t�E�§�ø�Ó�§�Í�ø�t�§���÷�|�‘
Economic disparities between North and South were both a result and a cause of political 
�R�§�¤�§�c�§���÷�|�‘�‰�ƒ�E�t�”�d�E�ð���E�d�{�‘�����E�d�ø�j�c�‘�?�ø�÷�Ë�§�÷�Š�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�ø�Š�E�§�F�ƒ�Ó�t�ƒ�E�ø�Ó�‘�c�¶�c�t�d�ð�c�‘�”�ø�R�‘�?�d�d�÷�‘�E�d���E�Š�ø�÷�§�Í�d�R�‘�t���‘
exploit rather than empower the Korean people, fostering social inequality and fueling 
revolutionary sentiment, particularly in the North.

�™�”�d�‘�Ó�d�Š�ø�F�¶�‘���…�‘�E�d�c�§�c�t�ø�÷�F�d�‘�ƒ�÷�R�d�E�‘�F���Ó���÷�§�ø�Ó�‘�E�ƒ�Ó�d�‘�ø�Ó�c���‘�t�E�ø�÷�c�Ó�ø�t�d�R�‘�R�§�E�d�F�t�Ó�¶�‘�§�÷�t���‘�t�”�d�‘�ð�§�Ó�§�t�ø�E�§�Í�ø�t�§���÷�‘ 
of post-liberation Korea. Guerrilla fighters who had once battled Japanese forces, including 
those trained in Manchuria or aligned with communist China, became the foundation of the 
North Korean military and leadership. In contrast, the South Korean government, supported  
by American military advisors, attempted to suppress leftist movements that had roots in  
anti-Japanese activism. 

Ultimately, the Japanese colonial period was not an isolated episode, but a force that shaped 
Korea’s postwar identity crisis. The repression, assimilation, and economic exploitation 
endured by Koreans under Japanese rule produced lasting ideological, social, and economic 
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�R�§�¤�§�c�§���÷�c�‘�t�”�ø�t�‘�d�E�ƒ�;�t�d�R�‘�§�÷�t���‘�…�ƒ�Ó�Ó�Q�c�F�ø�Ó�d�‘�¨�ø�E�‘�§�÷�‘���������|�‘�™�”�d�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�È�ø�E�‘�¨�ø�c�‘�?���t�”�‘�ø�‘�R�d�;�ø�E�t�ƒ�E�d�‘�…�E���ð�‘
colonial rule and a direct consequence of unresolved colonial legacies. Understanding the 
colonial experience is essential to understanding why the Korean peninsula, once united under 
�ø�‘�c�”�ø�E�d�R�‘�§�R�d�÷�t�§�t�¶�{�‘�?�d�F�ø�ð�d�‘�t�”�d�‘�c�§�t�d�‘���…�‘���÷�d�‘���…�‘�t�”�d�‘�����t�”�‘�F�d�÷�t�ƒ�E�¶�j�c�‘�ð���c�t�‘�F���ð�;�d�Ó�Ó�§�÷�Š�‘�R�§�¤�§�c�§���÷�c�|

COLONIAL POLICY/RESULT ���@�+�•�_�~�^�™�_�~�#�‘�Å�#�v���I�™�‘�™�@�È���~�T�‘�È���~

Forced assimilation Generated anti-colonial nationalism; 
�R�d�Ó�d�Š�§�t�§�ð�§�Í�d�R�‘�…���E�d�§�Š�÷�‘�E�ƒ�Ó�d

Suppression of political rights �~�ø�R�§�F�ø�Ó�§�Í�d�R�‘�…�ø�F�t�§���÷�c�‚�‘�d�÷�F���ƒ�E�ø�Š�d�R�‘�ƒ�÷�R�d�E�Š�E���ƒ�÷�R�‘
movements

Industrial and rail development �v���c�t�Q���������‘�E�d�Š�§���÷�ø�Ó�‘�d�F���÷���ð�§�F�‘�§�ð�?�ø�Ó�ø�÷�F�d�c�‘�D�+���E�t�”�‘
�’�‘�§�÷�R�ƒ�c�t�E�¶�{�‘�‹���ƒ�t�”�‘�’�‘�ø�Š�E�§�F�ƒ�Ó�t�ƒ�E�d�<

Land and banking restructuring Tenant grievances lead to revolutionary appeal 
in the North

�•�ƒ�d�E�E�§�Ó�Ó�ø�‘�E�d�c�§�c�t�ø�÷�F�d�‘�;�d�c�;�|�‘�#�ø�÷�F�”�ƒ�E�§�ø�<Basis of North Korean military leadership and 
ideology

Police networks and collaboration South inherited colonial policing methods and 
elites

Conceptual Connections

Concepts Integration Chart

IB Concept IB Style Student 
�™�”�§�÷�Ë�§�÷�Š�‘�™�ø�c�Ë

�‹�ø�ð�;�Ó�d�‘�™�”�d�c�§�c�‘ 
Starters

�I�”�ø�;�t�d�E�‘�_�¤�§�R�d�÷�F�d

Cause &  
Consequence

Explain how Japanese 
imperial goals and 
Korean structural 
weakness shaped 
annexation AND how 
resistance evolved.

Japan’s annexation 
stemmed from…  
while its 
consequences 
included… driven by 
both state policy and 
Korean resistance.

���y �Decline of monarchy 

���y Geopolitics

���y �Japanese military 
rule & censorship

���y �Land Survey- 
peasant tenancy

���y �Samil Movement 
suppression & 
diaspora activism
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Continuity & Change Identify long-term 
continuity in coercion 
but also shifts in 
methods (military rule 
to “cultural” rule to 
�¨�ø�E�t�§�ð�d�‘�ð���?�§�Ó�§�Í�ø�t�§���÷�<�|

Although repression 
remained a constant, 
Japanese rule 
shifted from military 
to “cultural rule,” 
reflecting…

�I���÷�t�§�÷�ƒ�§�t�§�d�c�•�‘�”�§�d�E�ø�E�F�”�¶�{�‘
repression, cultural 
control
�I�”�ø�÷�Š�d�c�•�‘�c�”�§�…�t�‘�t���‘
“Cultural Rule,” 
student activism, 
industrial development, 
�ƒ�E�?�ø�÷�§�Í�ø�t�§���÷�{�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘
proletarian and agrarian 
activism

Perspectives Compare and 
evaluate legitimacy 
���…�‘�F���ð�;�d�t�§�÷�Š�‘�F�Ó�ø�§�ð�c�•�‘
�ð���R�d�E�÷�§�Í�ø�t�§���÷�‘�¤�c�‘
domination; reform vs 
coercion.

While Japanese 
officials framed 
annexation as 
�ð���R�d�E�÷�§�Í�ø�t�§���÷�{�‘
Korean nationalists 
and later historians 
such as… argue…

�	�ø�;�ø�÷�d�c�d�‘�÷�ø�E�E�ø�t�§�¤�d�•�‘
�ð���R�d�E�÷�§�Í�ø�t�§���÷�‘�ð�§�c�c�§���÷
�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�ð���R�d�E�ø�t�d�c�•�‘
cultural survival & 
education
�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�E�ø�R�§�F�ø�Ó�c�•�‘�ø�E�ð�d�R�‘
struggle needed
�Å�÷�t�d�E�÷�ø�t�§���÷�ø�Ó�‘���?�c�d�E�¤�d�E�c�•�‘
self-determination 
betrayed

Significance Decide why Samil & 
cultural resistance 
matter today �` not 
just immediate effect, 
but identity & memory 
in Korea.

The Samil Movement 
was historically 
significant because 
it… despite failing to…

Samil Movement = 
symbolic and strategic 
turning point
Assimilation = identity 
suppression & 
resilience
�Å�÷�R�ƒ�c�t�E�§�ø�Ó�§�Í�ø�t�§���÷�‘
�’�‘�ð���R�d�E�÷�§�Í�§�÷�Š�‘
infrastructure for 
Japan, unequal benefits

Paper 2 Practice

Authoritarian Rule

See below for ideas of ways you might use the material in this chapter to address questions  
�…���E�‘�t�”�d�‘�v�ø�;�d�E�‘���‘�™�”�d�ð�ø�t�§�F�‘�c�t�ƒ�R�¶�‘���•�‘���ƒ�t�”���E�§�t�ø�E�§�ø�÷�‘�E�ƒ�Ó�d�‘�;�…�E���ð�‘���������‘�I�_�‘���÷�¨�ø�E�R�c�<�|�‘

�Å�÷�A�ƒ�§�E�¶�‘�}�ƒ�d�c�t�§���÷�‘���€�‘How was authoritarian rule challenged?

Cause and Consequence: When Repression Ignites Resistance
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Korea’s takeover by Japan was brutal and complete. After signing the annexation treaty in 
���������{�‘�	�ø�;�ø�÷�‘�§�÷�c�t�ø�Ó�Ó�d�R�‘�ø�‘�ð�§�Ó�§�t�ø�E�¶�Q�Ó�d�R�‘�Š���¤�d�E�÷�ð�d�÷�t�‘�t�”�ø�t�‘�c�t�E�§�;�;�d�R�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�c�‘���…�‘�t�”�d�§�E�‘�;���Ó�§�t�§�F�ø�Ó�‘�E�§�Š�”�t�c�{�‘
overhauled laws, and rewrote school curricula to serve imperial goals. Even language became 
a target as Japanese officials worked to replace Korean identity with imperial loyalty.  
These policies created immediate resentment and set conditions for backlash.

Internal opposition soon emerged among educated elites, students, and reformers who 
sought ways to preserve Korea’s voice. Popular resistance�‘�d�±�;�Ó���R�d�R�‘�§�÷�‘���������‘�¨�§�t�”�‘�t�”�d�‘�‹�ø�ð�§�Ó�‘
Independence Movement, triggered by Emperor Gojong’s death and inspired by global talk  
���…�‘�c�d�Ó�…�Q�R�d�t�d�E�ð�§�÷�ø�t�§���÷�|�‘�@�¤�d�E�‘�t�¨���‘�ð�§�Ó�Ó�§���÷�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�c�‘�ð�ø�E�F�”�d�R�‘�;�d�ø�F�d�…�ƒ�Ó�Ó�¶�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�t�”�d�¶�‘�d�±�;�d�F�t�d�R�‘ 
to be heard. Instead, Japan responded with military force, arrests, and public violence.

The Samil Movement didn’t succeed in creating an independent Korea, but it still revealed  
the impact of policies. Brutal repression showed how far Japan would go to maintain control, 
�¶�d�t�‘�§�t�‘�ø�Ó�c���‘�…���E�F�d�R�‘�t�”�d�‘�F���Ó���÷�§�ø�Ó�‘�Š���¤�d�E�÷�ð�d�÷�t�‘�t���‘�c�”�§�…�t�‘�t���¨�ø�E�R�‘�ø�‘�…�ø�J�ø�R�d�‘���…�‘�n�I�ƒ�Ó�t�ƒ�E�ø�Ó�‘�~�ƒ�Ó�d�|�o�‘�@�ƒ�t�¨�ø�E�R�Ó�¶�‘
censorship loosened and limited Korean-language education returned, but surveillance  
and repression intensified beneath the surface. These contradictions planted the seeds  
for resistance that carried forward in classrooms, villages, borderlands, and exile.

Continuity and Change: Evolving Resistance in a Tightening Regime

When mass protests failed, internal opposition was adapted. When public protest became 
dangerous, Koreans shifted toward quieter but persistent cultural defense. Educators secretly 
�t�ø�ƒ�Š�”�t�‘�¡�ø�÷�j�Š�•�Ó�{�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�¨�E�§�t�d�E�c�‘�;�ƒ�?�Ó�§�c�”�d�R�‘�?�ø�÷�÷�d�R�‘� �̈��E�Ë�c�|�‘�@�E�Š�ø�÷�§�Í�ø�t�§���÷�c�‘�Ó�§�Ë�d�‘�t�”�d�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘���ø�÷�Š�ƒ�ø�Š�d�‘
Society protected culture under attack. Popular resistance continued in smaller everyday acts, 
including refusing to bow at Shinto shrines, preserving rituals, and sharing Korean stories at home.

External threats also reshaped resistance. Leaders abroad formed the Korean Provisional 
Government in Shanghai, lobbied foreign powers, and coordinated with militias in Manchuria. 
Guerrilla units, later including Kim Gu and Kim Il-sung, crossed borders to raid Japanese 
forces. These transnational efforts ensured the independence cause could not be contained 
inside Korea’s borders. Continuity existed in the determination to resist and change appeared 
�§�÷�‘�t�”�d�‘�c�t�E�ø�t�d�Š�§�d�c�‘�ƒ�c�d�R�{�‘�¨�§�t�”�‘�ø�‘�c�”�§�…�t�‘�…�E���ð�‘�;�ƒ�?�Ó�§�F�‘�;�E���t�d�c�t�‘�t���‘�R�d�F�d�÷�t�E�ø�Ó�§�Í�d�R�‘�ƒ�÷�R�d�E�Š�E���ƒ�÷�R�‘�ø�F�t�§�¤�§�c�ð�{�‘
international lobbying, etc. 

Significance: What Resistance Meant Then and Now

�™�”�d�‘�R�d�…�§�ø�÷�F�d�‘���…�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�c�‘�ð�ø�t�t�d�E�d�R�‘�…�ø�E�‘�?�d�¶���÷�R�‘�t�”�d�‘���������c�‘�ø�÷�R�‘���������c�|�‘�™�”�d�‘�	�ø�;�ø�÷�d�c�d�‘�t�E�§�d�R�‘�t���‘
�d�E�ø�c�d�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�F�ƒ�Ó�t�ƒ�E�d�{�‘�?�ƒ�t�‘�;���;�ƒ�Ó�ø�E�‘�E�d�c�§�c�t�ø�÷�F�d�‘�§�÷�‘�R�ø�§�Ó�¶�‘�Ó�§�…�d�‘�§�÷�F�Ó�ƒ�R�§�÷�Š�‘�…�ø�ð�§�Ó�§�d�c�‘�t�d�ø�F�”�§�÷�Š�‘�¡�ø�÷�j�Š�•�Ó�‘ 
and mothers preserving history ensured the “imagined community” survived. Resistance  
came from every sector, including students, farmers, laborers, and women like Yu Gwan-sun.  
The impact of policies meant repression failed to break Korea’s identity; instead, it reinforced 
the determination to resist.

���…�t�d�E�‘���������{�‘�?���t�”�‘�+���E�t�”�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�‹���ƒ�t�”�‘�����E�d�ø�‘�?�ƒ�§�Ó�t�‘�t�”�d�§�E�‘�Ó�d�Š�§�t�§�ð�ø�F�¶�‘�ø�E���ƒ�÷�R�‘�t�”�d�c�d�‘�ð�d�ð���E�§�d�c�‘���…�‘internal 
opposition and popular resistance, while the role of external threats (Manchurian guerrillas, 
�d�±�§�Ó�d�‘�Š���¤�d�E�÷�ð�d�÷�t�c�<�‘�”�d�Ó�;�d�R�‘�c�”�ø�;�d�‘�I���Ó�R�‘�È�ø�E�‘�;���Ó�§�t�§�F�c�|
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Potential Paper 2 Comparisons to Explore

���y �Å�÷�t�d�E�÷�ø�Ó�‘�@�;�;���c�§�t�§���÷

���X Japan in Taiwan — police networks, suppression of local political groups

���X Stalin’s USSR — secret police, censorship, liquidation of rival elites

���X �Chiang Kai-shek’s China — crackdown on student protests, repression of left-wing 
groups

���X �French Algeria — limitation of Indigenous political rights, surveillance of Muslim 
leaders

���y Popular Resistance

���X �India under Britain —�‘�ð�ø�c�c�‘�F�§�¤�§�Ó�‘�R�§�c���?�d�R�§�d�÷�F�d�{�‘�c�t�ƒ�R�d�÷�t�‘�ð���?�§�Ó�§�Í�ø�t�§���÷�{�‘�ð���E�ø�Ó�‘�;�E���t�d�c�t�‘
language

���X �Vietnam under France — student associations, clandestine presses, urban radical 
networks

���X �A�ƒ�E�ð�ø�‘�;���������c�S�����c�<�‘— student strikes and anti-colonial boycotts, youth networks

���X ��v���Ó�ø�÷�R�‘�ƒ�÷�R�d�E�‘�+�ø�Í�§�‘���F�F�ƒ�;�ø�t�§���÷�‘— underground schools, cultural preservation & 
covert resistance

���y Impact of Policies

���X �French Indochina — plantation economy and rail lines geared to export profits, 
limited local uplift

���X �Stalin’s USSR —�‘�F�d�÷�t�E�ø�Ó�§�Í�d�R�‘�;�Ó�ø�÷�÷�§�÷�Š�{�‘�§�÷�R�ƒ�c�t�E�§�ø�Ó�‘���ƒ�t�;�ƒ�t�‘�d�±�;�ø�÷�c�§���÷�‘�t�§�d�R�‘�t���‘�E�d�Š�§�ð�d�‘
power

���X ��v���Ó�ø�÷�R�‘�ƒ�÷�R�d�E�‘�+�ø�Í�§�‘���F�F�ƒ�;�ø�t�§���÷�‘— cultural suppression, language bans, identity 
control and forced assimilation

���X �Meiji Japan — state-led industrial development and rail expansion, but nationalist 
benefit

���y External Threats

���X �Vietnamese exiles in China —�‘�F�E���c�c�Q�?���E�R�d�E�‘���E�Š�ø�÷�§�Í�§�÷�Š�{�‘�c�ø�…�d�‘�?�ø�c�d�c�‘�§�÷�‘�•�ƒ�ø�÷�Š�Í�”���ƒ�‘
and later Yunnan

���X ��Å�E�§�c�”�‘�÷�ø�t�§���÷�ø�Ó�§�c�t�‘�R�§�ø�c�;���E�ø�‘�;�¥�|�‹�|�‘�0�‘�A�E�§�t�ø�§�÷�<�‘— fundraising, press campaigns, lobbying 
abroad

���X ��I�ƒ�?�ø�÷�‘�R�§�c�c�§�R�d�÷�t�c�‘�ƒ�÷�R�d�E�‘�A�ø�t�§�c�t�ø�‘�;�¥�|�‹�|�‘�0�‘�#�d�±�§�F���<�‘—�‘�d�±�§�Ó�d�‘���E�Š�ø�÷�§�Í�§�÷�Š�‘�§�÷�‘�#�d�±�§�F���M�¥�|�‹�|�{�‘
targeted as regime threat

���X �Chinese KMP vs CCP — competing claims of legitimacy and political recognition 
overseas
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Social, Economic  
and Political Impact of  
the Sino-Japanese War06

Introduction

In 1910, Korea was annexed by Japan and subjected to a repressive colonial government that attempted to 

stamp out Korean national identity through aggressive assimilation policies. This produced significant 

reactions of Koreans both at home and abroad, demanding Korean independence. Key examples include 

Syngman Rhee and the Treaty of Versailles, the March First Movement, student protests, communist guerrilla 

fighters, and the Provisional Government. This colonial time period had waves of repression and loosening 

in response to Korean reactions and protest. The Korean population continued to resist, as well as sought to 

survive, colonial rule up to 1937 and the outbreak of the Second-Sino Japanese War.

This chapter focuses on the consequences for Korea of the Second Sino-Japanese War in 1937. This triggered 

the mobilisation of the Japanese Empire, including its colonial possession, Korea, to fight on Japan’s behalf. 

The war had profound and multifaceted impacts on Korean society politically, economically, and socially. 

Korea was forced to contribute to the Japanese war effort through military conscription, forced labor and 

IB Lines of Inquiry Inquiry Questions

Political developments, including growth  
of nationalism and communism

To what extent did the Second Sino Japanese War 
�§�÷�t�d�÷�c�§�…�¶�‘�;���Ó�§�t�§�F�ø�Ó�‘�F���÷�t�E���Ó�‘���¤�d�E�‘�����E�d�ø�‘�…�E���ð�‘���������^���������5

Economic impact of exploitation of industry 
and resources for Japanese war effort 
�Å�÷�R�d�;�d�÷�R�d�÷�F�d�‘�I�Ó�ƒ�?�‘�D���������_���������E

To what extent did wartime mobilisation during  
the Second Sino-Japanese War drive industrial  
�ø�÷�R�‘�d�F���÷���ð�§�F�‘�F�”�ø�÷�Š�d�‘�§�÷�‘�F���Ó���÷�§�ø�Ó�‘�����E�d�ø�5

Economic impact of exploitation  
of industry and resources for Japanese 
war effort

To what extent did Korean society change as a result 
���…�‘�t�”�d�‘�‹�d�F���÷�R�‘�‹�§�÷���Q�	�ø�;�ø�÷�d�c�d�‘�È�ø�E�5

Liberation and establishment  
of the governments of Kim Il Sung  
and Syngman Rhee

To what extent did the circumstances leading up 
�t���‘�ø�÷�R�‘�R�ƒ�E�§�÷�Š�‘�����E�d�ø�j�c�‘�Ó�§�?�d�E�ø�t�§���÷�‘�§�÷�‘���������‘�d�÷�ø�?�Ó�d�‘�t�”�d�‘
establishment of Syngman Rhee and Kim Il Sung’s 
�E�d�Š�§�ð�d�c�5
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Timeline of Key Events

Year Sino-Japanese War — Stages Korea

�������� Japanese invasion of Manchuria after 
Mukden incident

���������^�������� Increased militarization and cultural 
suppression by Japan

�������� Marco Polo Bridge Incident 
Japan invades China development of 
full-scale war

�������� Stalemate and war of attrition National Mobilisation Law extended to Korea

�������� Korean language banned from public schools

Draft ordinance

�������� Koreans organized into “Patriotic 
Neighborhood Associations”

Forced name changes

�������� Globalization of the conflict
Start of the Pacific War

�������� Allied Counter-offensive

�������� Koreans drafted into Japanese military

All Korean cultural expressions banned

�������� �+���¤�|�‘�����€�‘�I�ø�§�E���‘�T�d�F�Ó�ø�E�ø�t�§���÷
Full Scale Total War

�������� February: Yalta Conference 
June/July: Potsdam Conference
���ƒ�Š�‘���€�‘�‹���¤�§�d�t�‘�¥�÷�§���÷�‘�§�÷�¤�ø�R�d�c�‘
Manchuria

���ƒ�Š�‘�����€�‘�	�ø�;�ø�÷�‘�c�ƒ�E�E�d�÷�R�d�E�c

December: Moscow Conference

���ƒ�Š�‘�����€�‘�‹���¤�§�d�t�‘�¥�÷�§���÷�‘�¨�ø�c�‘�§�÷�¤�§�t�d�R�‘�?�¶�‘�t�”�d�‘�¥�‹�‘
to occupy the Northern half of Korea

�‹�d�;�t�‘���€�‘�¥�‹�‘���E�ð�¶�‘�����t�”�‘�I���E�;�c�‘���F�F�ƒ�;�§�d�c�‘
Southern half of Korea

the institutionalized system of sexual slavery, also called the “comfort women” system. These abuses were 

possible because Koreans were denied citizenship rights and political agency, which allowed Japan to 

strengthen its authoritarian control over the peninsula. A key focus is on how Korea’s political, economic 

and social landscapes changed as a result of the Sino-Japanese war. These elements fueled both nationalist 

and communist mobilization and later division. 



216

Key Terms

Assimilation The process of forcing one culture to adopt the customs and language of another.

“Comfort 
women”

Girls and women from Korea and other occupied territories that were coerced into 
forced “sexual slavery” by the Japanese military during WWII.

Comintern The Communist International was an international organisation run through Moscow 
with the aim of promoting world communism through revolution and halted during 
WWII.

Euphemism A mild or indirect word used to replace a word considered harsh.

Government 
General of Korea

�™�”�d�‘�F���Ó���÷�§�ø�Ó�‘�Š���¤�d�E�÷�ð�d�÷�t�‘���…�‘�	�ø�;�ø�÷�‘���¤�d�E�‘�����E�d�ø�‘�…�E���ð�‘���������^���������|

Greater East Asia 
Co Prosperity 
Sphere

Japanese wartime propaganda campaign promising for Asian unity and “prosperity” 
while exploiting colonies for people and resources.

Kim Il Sung Korean guerrilla leader who fought against the Japanese forces in Manchuria during 
�t�”�d�‘�Ó�ø�t�d�‘���������c�‘�ø�÷�R�‘���������c�{�‘�”�d�‘�¨�ø�c�‘�Ó�ø�t�d�E�‘�c�ƒ�;�;���E�t�d�R�‘�?�¶�‘�t�”�d�‘�¥�‹�‹�~�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�?�d�F�ø�ð�d�‘�Ó�d�ø�R�d�E�‘���…�‘
North Korea.

Kim Ku ���÷�‘�§�÷�R�d�;�d�÷�R�d�÷�F�d�‘�ø�F�t�§�¤�§�c�t�{�‘�Š�ƒ�d�E�§�Ó�Ó�ø�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�;�E�d�c�§�R�d�÷�t�‘�…���E�‘�t�”�d�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�v�E���¤�§�c�§���÷�ø�Ó�‘
government.

Korean 
Provisional 
Government

The government in exile formed in 1919 to advocate for Korean independence from 
Japan.

Lyuh Woon-
hyung

A left wing Korean nationalist and independence leader who was a major part of  
the The Committee for the Preparation of Korean Independence. He worked to unify 
the factions.

Naisen Ittai Meaning Japan and Korea as one body was Japan’s assimilation policy used to 
justify erasing Korean culture under occupation.

National General 
Mobilisation Law

1938 Japanese law that granted the state total control over people and resources  
for war.

Operation Napko �™�”�d�‘�@�‹�‹�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�§�÷�R�d�;�d�÷�R�d�÷�F�d�‘�…�§�Š�”�t�d�E�c�j�‘���������c�‘�;�Ó�ø�÷�‘�t���‘�§�÷�…�§�Ó�t�E�ø�t�d�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�ø�t�t�ø�F�Ë�‘
Japanese wartime facilities.

Second  
Sino-Japanese 
War

Major conflict between China and Japan after full-scale invasion of China in 1937.  
It later merged with World War II in the Pacific and ended with the Japanese 
�c�ƒ�E�E�d�÷�R�d�E�‘�§�÷�‘���������|

Shamanism Traditional Korean spiritual practice as a part of indigenous religions that was 
suppressed under Japanese rule but still secretly observed.

Shinto The Japanese state imposed religion focusing on ancestor and emperor worship.
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�‹���c�”�§�Q�Ë�ø�§�ð�d�§ �™�”�d�‘�ø�c�c�§�ð�§�Ó�ø�t�§���÷�‘�;���Ó�§�F�¶�‘�t�”�ø�t�‘�c�t�§�;�ƒ�Ó�ø�t�d�R�‘�÷�ø�ð�d�‘�F�”�ø�÷�Š�d�c�‘�…���E�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�c�‘�…�E���ð�‘���������^���������|

Syngman Rhee Exiled Korean independence activist who lobbied for American and allied support  
for the Korean Provisional Government against Japanese colonial rule.

The Committee 
for the 
Preparation 
of Korean 
Independence

���÷�‘���E�Š�ø�÷�§�Í�ø�t�§���÷�‘�t�”�ø�t�‘�¨�ø�c�‘�…���E�ð�d�R�‘�§�÷�‘���ƒ�Š�ƒ�c�t�‘���������‘�t���‘���E�Š�ø�÷�§�c�d�‘�����E�d�ø�j�c�‘�c�d�Ó�…�‘�E�ƒ�Ó�d�‘�ø�…�t�d�E�‘
Japanese surrender before American occupation forces arrived.

Totalitarianism A political system where the state holds absolute control over all areas of life.
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I. �Political Developments in Korea during  
the Second Sino-Japanese War

Inquiry  
Question

�™���‘�¨�”�ø�t�‘�d�±�t�d�÷�t�‘�R�§�R�‘�t�”�d�‘�‹�d�F���÷�R�‘�‹�§�÷���Q�	�ø�;�ø�÷�d�c�d�‘�È�ø�E�‘�§�÷�t�d�÷�c�§�…�¶�‘�;���Ó�§�t�§�F�ø�Ó�‘�F���÷�t�E���Ó�‘
over Korea from 1937-1945?

To implement and consolidate political control over the Korean population and promote cultural and 

ideological integration, the Government General of Korea (GGK) or the Japanese colonial government, 

employed a variety of strategies. These efforts rapidly intensified with the outbreak of the Second Sino-

Japanese War, and the GGK adapted its policies to further align with Japan’s expanding imperial ambitions.

In 1938, the GGK issued a White Paper and administrative directives outlining guidelines and goals for 

the colonial government. These documents emphasized the importance of Korea’s forced cooperation in 

the effort to defeat China. This was to be achieved by stricter assimilation policies as well as increased 

control of economic and political decisions. A range of measures including strict censorship and intensified 

economic exploitation of Korea were implemented. The political policies became more oppressive and 

exclusionary as the war progressed to a colonial form of totalitarianism.

By the 1940s, approximately a quarter million Japanese civil servants were part of the Japanese colonial 

administration that ruled over roughly 21 million Koreans, according to Bruce Cumings. Although a small 

number of wealthy Koreans were part of provincial and city assemblies, the upper echelons of Korean 

society were systematically excluded and their influence was diminished. The majority of the Governor-

Generals, or heads of the colonial government, were Japanese military leaders.

Colonial Ideology and Assimilation Policies
The GGK followed a strict assimilation policy based on the Japanese authority assertions that they were 

racially superior and hence entitled to lead Asia. While accepting ethnic similarity between the two 

cultures, Koreans were still considered inferior by the Japanese. Following Naisen Ittai policies (meaning 

Japan and Korea as one body), Koreans were expected to accept their ‘true identity’ as imperial subjects. 

This in turn was used as an ideological basis to justify the incorporation of Korea into the Japanese 

“Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere,” which was Japan’s plan to control much of Asia. After October 2, 

1937, Koreans had to recite the “Oath as Subjects of the Imperial Nation” during public events. This ritual 

reinforced the expectation that Koreans should abandon their national political identity and accept being 

a part of Japan’s empire. Assimilation policies will be more deeply explored under the segment on social 

effects of colonial rule. 
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���™���€�‘�™�”�§�÷�Ë�§�÷�Š�‘�‹�Ë�§�Ó�Ó�c

�™�”�d�‘�@�ø�t�”�‘�ø�c�‘�‹�ƒ�?�Ã�d�F�t�c�‘���…�‘�t�”�d�‘�Å�ð�;�d�E�§�ø�Ó�‘�+�ø�t�§���÷�c

Context: This document embodies the ideological ultra-militaristic and ultra-nationalistic 
atmosphere of wartime Japan in 1937. The Japanese engaged in aggressive expansion across 
East Asia and supported this through domestic campaigns on the home island as well as in 
�����E�d�ø�{�‘�t���‘�d�÷�F���ƒ�E�ø�Š�d�‘�c�d�E�¤�§�F�d�‘�…���E�‘�t�”�d�‘�d�ð�;�§�E�d�|�‘�™�”�d�‘���ø�t�”�‘���F�F�ƒ�E�E�d�R�‘�§�÷�‘�F�§�¤�§�F�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�d�R�ƒ�F�ø�t�§���÷�ø�Ó�‘�c�d�t�t�§�÷�Š�c�‘
to shape the public’s behavior and attitudes for social cohesion and mobilisation for war. 
�¡���¨�d�¤�d�E�{�‘�t�”�d�‘���ø�t�”�‘�¨�ø�c�‘�÷���t�‘�§�÷�c�t�§�t�ƒ�t�d�R�‘�§�÷�‘�™�ø�§�¨�ø�÷�{�‘�ø�÷���t�”�d�E�‘�F���ƒ�÷�t�E�¶�‘�t�”�ø�t�‘�¨�ø�c�‘�…���E�F�d�R�‘�ƒ�÷�R�d�E�‘�Ó���÷�Š�‘
term Japanese colonisation. 

�™�”�d�‘�@�ø�t�”�‘�ø�c�‘�‹�ƒ�?�Ã�d�F�t�c�‘���…�‘�t�”�d�‘�Å�ð�;�d�E�§�ø�Ó�‘�+�ø�t�§���÷�c

�‹�»�è�ð�¡�ã �¾�>�ã �J�ü�ã �B�O�Ø���ã�Ù�J�B �"�ö �J�ü�ã �ÿ���;�ã�>�ÿ�¾�� ���¾�J�ÿ�"���¾ �c�ã �c�ÿ���� �>�ã�;�¾�i �>�ÿ�B �X�¾���ã�B�J�i �¾�B �c�ã���� �¾�B �J�ü�ã �Ù�"�O���J�>�i 

with loyalty and sincerity.

�Œ�»�è�ð�¡�ã �J�ü�ã �B�O�Ø���ã�Ù�J�B �"�ö �J�ü�ã �ÿ���;�ã�>�ÿ�¾�� ���¾�J�ÿ�"�� �B�ü�¾���� �J�>�O�B�J�¼ ���"�b�ã�¼ �¾���ß �ü�ã���; �"���ã �¾���"�J�ü�ã�> �B�" �J�ü�¾�J �c�ã 

can strengthen our unity.

�•�»�è�ð�¡�ã �J�ü�ã �B�O�Ø���ã�Ù�J�B �"�ö �J�ü�ã �ÿ���;�ã�>�ÿ�¾�� ���¾�J�ÿ�"�� �B�ü�¾���� �ã���ß�O�>�ã �ü�¾�>�ß�B�ü�ÿ�;�¼ �J�>�¾�ÿ�� �"�O�>�B�ã���b�ã�B�¼ �¾���ß �Ù�O���J�ÿ�b�¾�J�ã 

strength so that we can exalt the imperial way. 

�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�}�ƒ���t�d�R�‘�§�÷�‘�I�”���ƒ�{�‘�n�™�”�d�‘�����ð�§�÷�Ë�ø�‘�#���¤�d�ð�d�÷�t�{�o�‘�����|

Questions:

1.	 �È�”�ø�t�‘�¨�d�E�d�‘�t�”�d�‘�F�ø�ƒ�c�d�c�‘�?�d�”�§�÷�R�‘�t�”�d�‘�F�E�d�ø�t�§���÷�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�R�§�c�t�E�§�?�ƒ�t�§���÷�‘���…�‘�t�”�d�‘�@�ø�t�”�‘�§�÷�‘�	�ø�;�ø�÷�j�c�‘�d�ð�;�§�E�d�5�‘

2.	 �What were the consequences of imposing oaths on Korean citizens during Japanese 
�F���Ó���÷�§�ø�Ó�‘�E�ƒ�Ó�d�5�‘

3.	 �How and why might Japanese officials and Korean citizens have viewed this oath 
�R�§�…�…�d�E�d�÷�t�Ó�¶�5�‘

4. 	 �What is the significance of the Oath in understanding the role of ideology and education in 
�ø�ƒ�t�”���E�§�t�ø�E�§�ø�÷�‘�c�t�ø�t�d�c�5

�™�@���‘�I���÷�÷�d�F�t�§���÷�•�‘��™���‘�¨�”�ø�t�‘�d�±�t�d�÷�t�‘�F�ø�÷�‘�Ó�ø�÷�Š�ƒ�ø�Š�d�‘�c�”�ø�;�d�{�‘�Ã�ƒ�c�t�§�…�¶�‘���E�‘���?�c�F�ƒ�E�d�‘�R�ƒ�E�§�÷�Š�‘�F���Ó���÷�§�ø�Ó�‘�E�ƒ�Ó�d�5

�~�d�c�d�ø�E�F�”�‘�™�ø�c�Ë�•�‘Explore the “Greater East Asia Co Prosperity Sphere” in depth:  

How did the Japanese utilise this terminology in not only Korea but other lands they controlled 

�R�ƒ�E�§�÷�Š�‘�t�”�d�‘�‹�d�F���÷�R�‘�‹�§�÷���‘�	�ø�;�ø�÷�d�c�d�‘�È�ø�E�5�‘

Source Activity One
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���§�ð�§�t�c�‘���…�‘�v���Ó�§�t�§�F�ø�Ó�‘�v�ø�E�t�§�F�§�;�ø�t�§���÷
Throughout the colonial period, Koreans were largely excluded from meaningful political participation. 

A small group of pro-Japanese Korean elites, like the Koshi Club, attempted to gain some political 

representation in the 1930s, through means such as electing Korean aristocrats to the Japanese Diet 

�"�> �¾�J�J�ã���;�J�ÿ���÷ �J�" �Ù�>�ã�¾�J�ã �¾ �P�"�>�ã�¾�� �R�ã�÷�ÿ�B���¾�J�ÿ�b�ã ���B�B�ã���Ø���i �ÿ�� �‹�“�•�’�» �>�"�c�ã�b�ã�>�¼ �J�ü�ã�B�ã �ã�ö�ö�"�>�J�B �c�ã�>�ã ���ÿ���ÿ�J�ã�ß �¾���ß 

abandoned with the start of the Second Sino-Japanese War. For the vast majority of Koreans, political 

rights were severely restricted. According to Jun Uchida, in 1935, only 2.4% of the population could vote 

in local elections due to strict property and class requirements which favored only the elites.

To enforce control and compliance, the GGK divided the country into about 350,000 Neighborhood Patriotic 

Associations, each including 10 families. These groups monitored their communities and reported anyone 

who disobeyed Japanese rules, creating a society under constant surveillance. The Associations also 

promoted Japanese education and Shinto religious practices. In rural areas, the GGK worked closely 

with both elite Korean leaders (yangban) and ordinary local leaders to maintain order, weakening Korea’s 

traditional social structures and ensuring loyalty to the Japanese colonial government. This in turn hurt 

the chances of yangban as leaders for resistance. About half of the police force was made up of Korean 

nationals from lower classes tasked to carry out GGK directives. Together, these political restrictions and 

surveillance systems limited Korean self-governance and strengthened Japanese authoritarian control. 

���™���€�‘�™�”�§�÷�Ë�§�÷�Š�‘�‹�Ë�§�Ó�Ó�c

Hong Eul Soo describes his experiences under Japanese colonial rule. 

“In the early 1940s, the colonial government put more and more restrictions on Korea. If three 
adults wanted to get together, they had to have a permit to assemble, or else they would get 
hauled into jail for anti-Japanese activities. About this time, I met a newspaper reporter, and 
we struck up an immediate friendship. We shared frustrations over the suffering inflicted by 
the Japanese and in spite of the restrictions, decided to form a secret society…. As a goal, we 
planned to educate and sensitize others about the oppressive Japanese rule…. To meet like this 
was extremely dangerous and required great secrecy and preparation. At each meeting we 
shared information about the domestic and war situations, the forced draft, unfair taxation, 
and changing names from Korean to Japanese. Then we tried to find ways to publicize all this 
�ÿ���ö�"�>���¾�J�ÿ�"���»�Ü �X�>�» �>�"���÷ �c�¾�B �c�¾�>���ã�ß �Ø�i �¾ �ö�>�ÿ�ã���ß �ÿ�� �J�ü�ã �;�"���ÿ�Ù�ã �J�ü�¾�J �ü�ÿ�B ���¾���ã �c�¾�B �"�� �¾ �Ø���¾�Ù�� ���ÿ�B�J 
of educated and anti-Japanese Koreans and the Japanese intended to round up and execute 

him. As a result, he retreated to the countryside.”

Questions:

1.	 �How does Mr. Hong’s willingness to risk his life for spreading information reflect the values 
���E�‘�;�E�§���E�§�t�§�d�c�‘���…�‘�ð�ø�÷�¶�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�c�‘�Ó�§�¤�§�÷�Š�‘�ƒ�÷�R�d�E�‘���F�F�ƒ�;�ø�t�§���÷�5�‘

2.	 �What can we infer about the overall strength and reach of Japanese control from both  
�t�”�d�‘�c�t�E�§�F�t�‘�E�d�Š�ƒ�Ó�ø�t�§���÷�c�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�t�”�d�‘�…�ø�F�t�‘�t�”�ø�t�‘�c���ð�d�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�c�‘�c�t�§�Ó�Ó�‘�…���ƒ�÷�R�‘�¨�ø�¶�c�‘�ø�E���ƒ�÷�R�‘�t�”�d�ð�5�‘

Source Activity Two
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Political Resistance: The Growth of Communism and Nationalism 
Inside and Outside Korea 
During the earlier formalised independence movement in Korea, the nationalist groups took two separate 

ideological forms: the liberal Nationalists (Korean Provisional Government or KPG) and the Communists. 

As a result of the preparations for war and the outbreak of the Second Sino-Japanese War, Imperial Japan 

quelled resistance with increasing force with the arrests peaking in 1940. This resulted in the independence 

groups moving abroad to orchestrate underground attacks or by lobbying help from sympathetic countries 

abroad to further the Korean Independence movement.

Everyday Resistance

���™���€�‘�™�”�§�÷�Ë�§�÷�Š�‘�‹�Ë�§�Ó�Ó�c

�I���÷�t�d�±�t�•�‘�T�ƒ�E�§�÷�Š�‘�t�”�d�‘�F���Ó���÷�§�ø�Ó�‘�t�§�ð�d�‘�;�d�E�§���R�{�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�÷�ø�t�§���÷�ø�Ó�§�c�t�c�‘�ø�÷�R�‘���E�R�§�÷�ø�E�¶�‘�F�§�t�§�Í�d�÷�c�‘�c�d�F�E�d�t�Ó�¶�‘�c�F�E�ø�¨�Ó�d�R�‘

�ð�d�c�c�ø�Š�d�c�{�‘�c�Ó���Š�ø�÷�c�{�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�c�¶�ð�?���Ó�c�‘���÷�‘�¨�ø�Ó�Ó�c�{�‘�…�d�÷�F�d�c�{�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�;�ƒ�?�Ó�§�F�‘�?�ƒ�§�Ó�R�§�÷�Š�c�‘�t���‘�d�±�;�E�d�c�c�‘���;�;���c�§�t�§���÷�‘�t���‘

�	�ø�;�ø�÷�d�c�d�‘�E�ƒ�Ó�d�|�‘�™�”�d�c�d�‘�¨�E�§�t�§�÷�Š�c�‘���…�t�d�÷�‘�§�÷�F�Ó�ƒ�R�d�R�‘�F�ø�Ó�Ó�c�‘�…���E�‘�§�÷�R�d�;�d�÷�R�d�÷�F�d�{�‘�d�÷�F���ƒ�E�ø�Š�d�R�‘�E�d�c�§�c�t�ø�÷�F�d�{�‘

�;�E�ø�§�c�d�R�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�§�R�d�÷�t�§�t�¶�{�‘���E�‘�R�§�c�;�Ó�ø�¶�d�R�‘�t�”�d�‘�?�ø�÷�÷�d�R�‘�™�ø�d�Š�ƒ�Ë�Š�§�‘�;�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�÷�ø�t�§���÷�ø�Ó�‘�…�Ó�ø�Š�<�|�‘�•�E�ø�…�…�§�t�§�‘�¨�ø�c�‘

�A�ƒ�§�F�Ë�‘�t���‘�F�E�d�ø�t�d�{�‘�d�ø�c�¶�‘�t���‘�c�;�E�d�ø�R�{�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�R�§�…�…�§�F�ƒ�Ó�t�‘�…���E�‘�	�ø�;�ø�÷�d�c�d�‘���…�…�§�F�§�ø�Ó�c�‘�t���‘�F���ð�;�Ó�d�t�d�Ó�¶�‘�c�ƒ�;�;�E�d�c�c�|�‘�_�¤�d�÷�‘

�ø�…�t�d�E�‘�t�”�d�‘�F���Ó���÷�§�ø�Ó�‘�ø�ƒ�t�”���E�§�t�§�d�c�‘�ø�t�t�d�ð�;�t�d�R�‘�t���‘�E�d�ð���¤�d�‘�t�”�d�‘�Š�E�ø�…�…�§�t�§�{�‘�t�”�d�‘�E�d�c�§�R�ƒ�ø�Ó�‘�ð�d�c�c�ø�Š�d�c�‘�c�t�ø�¶�d�R�‘�t���‘

inspire resistance.

�v�§�F�t�ƒ�E�d�c�‘���…�‘���÷�t�§�Q�	�ø�;�ø�÷�d�c�d�‘�•�E�ø�…�…�§�t�§�‘�;���������c�<�•

Source Activity Three

�‘�‘���d�…�t�•�‘�n�A�§�Š�‘�	���c�ƒ�÷�‘�I���ƒ�÷�t�E�¶�‘�Å�§�F�t���E�¶�‘�D�#�ø�÷�c�d�§�<�o
�~�§�Š�”�t�•�‘�n�T���÷�j�t�‘�F�”�ø�÷�Š�d�‘�¶���ƒ�E�‘�÷�ø�ð�d�|�‘�È�d�‘�ø�Ó�E�d�ø�R�¶�‘�Ó���c�t�‘�t�”�d�‘�F���ƒ�÷�t�E�¶�{�‘�”���¨�‘�F�ø�÷�‘�¨�d�‘�Ó���c�d�‘�t�”�d�‘�÷�ø�ð�d�5�o
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Question:

1.	 �What does this anti-Japanese graffiti suggest about the nature and extent of resistance 
�¨�§�t�”�§�÷�‘�����E�d�ø�‘�…�E���ð�‘���������^���������5�‘

�‘�‘���������c�‘— A volunteer from the Korean Volunteer Corps 
Translation “Lets make an alliance between Koreans and Chinese to overthrow Japan”
�‰�E���ð�•�‘�#�ƒ�c�d�ƒ�ð�‘���…�‘�I���÷�t�d�ð�;���E�ø�E�¶�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�¡�§�c�t���E�¶�‘�;�ø�Š�d�‘�������{�‘�������{�‘���������|�‘

�™�”�d�‘�•�E���ƒ�;�c�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�‹�t�E�ø�t�d�Š�§�d�c
The Korean Communists sought independence through class revolution, aiming to establish a socialist 

state aligned with international Marxist movements or Comintern. The hope was to build a grassroots 

revolutionary movement. The 1934 Platform of Action outlined four main goals: 

�‹�»�è���"���;���ã�J�ã ���¾�J�ÿ�"���¾�� �ÿ���ß�ã�;�ã���ß�ã���Ù�ã �Ø�i �b�ÿ�"���ã���J �"�b�ã�>�J�ü�>�"�c �"�ö �N�¾�;�¾���ã�B�ã �>�O���ã 

�Œ�»�è�&�B�J�¾�Ø���ÿ�B�ü���ã���J �"�ö �¾ �c�"�>���ã�>�B�Þ �¾���ß �;�ã�¾�B�¾���J�B�Þ �€�"�b�ÿ�ã�J �÷�"�b�ã�>�����ã���J 

�•�»�è���"���ö�ÿ�B�Ù�¾�J�ÿ�"�� �Ì�c�ÿ�J�ü�"�O�J �Ù�"���;�ã���B�¾�J�ÿ�"���Í �¾���ß �ß�ÿ�B�J�>�ÿ�Ø�O�J�ÿ�"�� �"�ö �¾���� ���¾���ß �¾���ß �;�>�"�;�ã�>�J�i �"�ö ���¾���ß���"�>�ß�B

�Ž�»�è���� �ã�ÿ�÷�ü�J �ü�"�O�> �c�"�>�� �ß�¾�i �¾���ß �¾ �>�¾�ß�ÿ�Ù�¾�� �ÿ���;�>�"�b�ã���ã���J �ÿ�� ���¾�Ø�"�> �Ù�"���ß�ÿ�J�ÿ�"���B 

�}�ƒ���t�d�R�‘�§�÷�‘�‹�ƒ�”�{�‘�T�ø�d�Q�c�����Ë�|�‘Korean Communist Movement 1918-1948�|�‘�v�E�§�÷�F�d�t���÷�‘�¥�÷�§�¤�d�E�c�§�t�¶�‘�v�E�d�c�c�{�‘���������{�‘�������|�‘

The Liberal Nationalists was a coalition with diverse constitutionalist and republican strands formed in 

April 1919 after the harsh Japanese repression of the 1919 March First Movement. Their efforts centered 

on anti-Japanese sentiment and promoting Korean patriotism, often without specifying the structure of 

a future independent Korean government. They mainly advocated for Korean independence based on 

���¾�J�ÿ�"���¾�� �P�"�>�ã�¾�� �ÿ�ß�ã���J�ÿ�J�i�¼ �"�ö�J�ã�� �¾�;�;�ã�¾���ÿ���÷ �J�" �c�ã�B�J�ã�>�� �ß�ã���"�Ù�>�¾�J�ÿ�Ù �ÿ�ß�ã�¾���B�» �>�"�c�ã�b�ã�> �ÿ�J �ÿ�B �O���Ù���ã�¾�> �c�ü�ã�J�ü�ã�> 

they envisioned a fully democratic postcolonial Korea. 
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�‘�‘���‘�;�”���t���‘���…�‘�‹�¶�÷�Š�ð�ø�÷�‘�~�”�d�d�‘�ø�÷�R�‘���§�ð�‘���ƒ�{�‘�Ë�d�¶�‘�Ó�d�ø�R�d�E�c�‘
���…�‘�t�”�d�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�v�E���¤�§�c�§���÷�ø�Ó�‘�•���¤�d�E�÷�ð�d�÷�t�‘�§�÷�‘�t�”�d�‘���������c�|�‘
�È�§�Ë�§�ð�d�R�§�ø�{�‘https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/
�F���ð�ð���÷�c�M�ø�M�ø���M�‹�¶�÷�Š�ð�ø�÷�©�~�”�d�d�©�ø�÷�R�©���§�ð�©�������|�Ã�;�Š

Some activists remained in Korea in the 1930s and 1940s to resist directly, while others, such as the nationalist 

KPG operated in exile, most notably in China and the United States. Kim Koo, the KPG president, operated 

in China while Syngman Rhee, a prominent figure in the KPG, lobbied the US government for support (see 

photo below). Within both the nationalist and communist movements, divisions existed over whether to 

�;�O�>�B�O�ã �¾�>���ã�ß �B�J�>�O�÷�÷���ã �"�> �B�ã�ã�� �ÿ���J�ã�>���¾�J�ÿ�"���¾�� �ß�ÿ�;���"���¾�J�ÿ�Ù �>�ã�Ù�"�÷���ÿ�J�ÿ�"���» �>�"�c�ã�b�ã�>�¼ �N�¾�;�¾���ã�B�ã �>�ã�;�>�ã�B�B�ÿ�"���¼ �ã�B�;�ã�Ù�ÿ�¾�����i 

through the “submission campaign,” weakened both movements. Between 1937-1940, widespread arrests, 

torture, and surveillance dismantled many resistance networks and imprisoned key leaders. 

The Korean Provisional Government in the 1930s-1940s
The Korean Provisional Government ran into financial issues operating from Shanghai and later Chongqing, 

and also had leadership disputes prior to the outbreak of war. After 1937, there was a gradual shift towards 

forming a united front with the communist influences of Kim Won-Bong and the Korean Volunteer Army. 

The KPG aligned itself with the Allied powers and declared war on Japan and Germany in 1941. During 

World War II, Kim Ku sought international recognition, ultimately gaining support and recognition of 

�N�ÿ�¾���÷ �N�ÿ�ã�B�ü�ÿ �¾���ß �J�ü�ã ���ü�ÿ���ã�B�ã �Z�¾�J�ÿ�"���¾���ÿ�B�J�B �Ì�9�X�"�Í�» �>�"�c�ã�b�ã�>�¼ �J�ü�ã �P�y�9 �B�J�>�O�÷�÷���ã�ß �c�ÿ�J�ü ���ÿ���ÿ�J�ã�ß �>�ã�B�"�O�>�Ù�ã�B �¾���ß 

manpower, as well as poor connections to the diverse classes within Korea and intense factionalism due 

to their position abroad and a lack of centralized leadership. Furthermore, the Japanese targeted the KPG

headquarters and forced multiple moves, which showcases the ongoing persecution the KPG faced, even 

while in exile, as illustrated by the photo below.

 

The Korean Liberation Army was the military arm of the KPG. Initially, it started with guerilla operations 

but shifted towards conventional warfare after 1940. There were around 3,000 troops and coordinated 

limited operations with the USSR and China, mainly remaining behind the front lines. The KPG requested 

�X See Chapter 4 page 139 to see the leader profile of 

Syngman Rhee. 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a5/Syngman_Rhee_and_Kim_Koo.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a5/Syngman_Rhee_and_Kim_Koo.jpg
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weaponry from the US in 1944, but the USA refused to supply and declined to recognize the KPG. In 1945, 

the KLA broadcasted shortwave radio messages into Korea, calling on people to resist Japanese forced 

labor and military mobilisation. Rhee also delivered nationalist messages via these broadcasts, which 

enhanced his status as a politician.

Over the course of the war, the KPG sought multiple times for the US to acknowledge Korean independence. 

According to Dr. David Fields, in 1942, Rhee requested for the KPG to be recognized as the legitimate 

government but the United States declined, fearing it would alienate the USSR and China. The U.S. doubted 

Korea’s ability to defend itself if granted independence prematurely and were concerned of igniting a 

balance of power politics in the region over the strategic location of the Korean Peninsula. Again in 1944, 

Kim Ku reached out to Roosevelt to acknowledge Korea as an independent nation, but Roosevelt ignored 

Ku’s query.

In 1943, the Office of Strategic Services (forerunner to Central Intelligence Agency, CIA) reached out to 

Rhee, and the KPG to train Koreans for clandestine operations in the Pacific as a part of Operation Napko.  

The goal was to disrupt Japanese intelligence and sabotage as well as advance soldiers for the US invasion 

�"�ö �J�ü�ã �ü�"���ã �ÿ�B���¾���ß�B�¼ �X�¾���Ù�ü�O�>�ÿ�¾ �¾���ß �P�"�>�ã�¾�» �>�"�c�ã�b�ã�>�¼ �J�ü�ã �•�€�� �ß�>�"�;�;�ã�ß �J�ü�ã �¾�J�"���ÿ�Ù �Ø�"���Ø�B �"�� �>�ÿ�>�"�B�ü�ÿ���¾ 

and Nagasaki on August 6-9, 1945. This was a significant factor for Japanese surrender before Operation 

Napko could go into effect. Despite the fact that the operation did not occur, it still gained some American 

�ÿ���ö���O�ã���Ù�ã �ö�"�> �|�ü�ã�ã�¼ �P�ÿ�� �P�O �¾���ß �J�ü�ã �P�y�9 �¾�B �¾�����ÿ�ã�B�» �>�"�c�ã�b�ã�>�¼ �J�ü�ã �P�y�9 ���ã�¾�ß�ã�>�B �c�ã�>�ã �Ù�"���Ù�ã�>���ã�ß �¾�Ø�"�O�J  

the extent of control over the future of Korea they could exert. 

���™���€�‘�™�”�§�÷�Ë�§�÷�Š�‘�‹�Ë�§�Ó�Ó�c

�Å�÷�‘�”�§�c�‘�R�§�ø�E�¶�{�‘���§�ð�‘���ƒ�{�‘�ø�‘�…���ƒ�÷�R�d�E�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�t�”�d�‘�;�E�d�c�§�R�d�÷�t�‘���…�‘�t�”�d�‘���v�•�‘�…�E���ð�‘���������Q���������{�‘�d�±�;�E�d�c�c�d�R�‘�F���÷�F�d�E�÷�‘

�ø�?���ƒ�t�‘�t�”�d�‘�ø�ð���ƒ�÷�t�‘���…�‘�ø�F�t�§���÷�‘�t�”�ø�t�‘�t�”�d�‘���v�•�‘�ø�F�F���ð�;�Ó�§�c�”�d�R�‘�R�ƒ�E�§�÷�Š�‘�È���E�Ó�R�‘�È�ø�E�‘�Å�Å�‘���÷�‘���ƒ�Š�ƒ�c�t�‘�����{�‘���������|

“This felt less like happy news and more like the sky was falling. Years of trials and tribulations 

preparing for a war in vain. [...] [W]hat worries me is that because we have done nothing in this 

war, our voice on the international stage will be weak.” 

���§�ð�‘���ƒ�{�‘�T�§�ø�E�¶�‘���…�‘���§�ð�‘���ƒ�‘�Å���Ó�|�‘�Å�Å�‘���ƒ�Š�ƒ�c�t�‘�����{���������‘

Questions: 

1.	 �È�”�ø�t�‘�§�c�‘�t�”�d�‘�F���÷�t�d�±�t�‘�ø�E���ƒ�÷�R�‘�t�”�d�‘�R�ø�t�d�‘���ƒ�Š�ƒ�c�t�‘�����{�‘���������5�‘

2.	 ��¡���¨�‘�R���d�c�‘�t�”�d�‘�§�÷�t�d�÷�R�d�R�‘�ø�ƒ�R�§�d�÷�F�d�‘���…�‘�t�”�§�c�‘�c���ƒ�E�F�d�‘�ø�…�…�d�F�t�‘�t�”�d�‘�F���÷�t�d�÷�t�5�‘�T���d�c�‘�§�t�‘�ð�ø�Ë�d�‘�t�”�d�‘
�c���ƒ�E�F�d�‘�ð���E�d�‘���E�‘�Ó�d�c�c�‘�E�d�Ó�§�ø�?�Ó�d�5�‘�	�ƒ�c�t�§�…�¶�‘�¶���ƒ�E�‘�E�d�c�;���÷�c�d�|�‘

3.	 �What can historians learn from this source regarding Kim Ku’s perspective on the Korean 
�Å�÷�R�d�;�d�÷�R�d�÷�F�d�‘�ð���¤�d�ð�d�÷�t�‘�§�÷�‘���ƒ�Š�ƒ�c�t�{�‘���������5�‘

Source Activity Four
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Rise of Communism in Korea
The 1917 Russian Revolution inspired many Koreans to pursue communist ideals. Disillusioned with the 

failures of the peaceful March First Movement, they searched for an alternative path of liberation that 

would allow for a social revolution that broke with Confucianism. The communists had a potentially large 

base of dissatisfied peasants, younger generations, intellectuals, and workers that welcomed revolution 

�ö�"�> �¾ ���ã�c �Ù���¾�B�B���ã�B�B �B�"�Ù�ÿ�ã�J�i�» �>�"�c�ã�b�ã�>�¼ �J�ü�ã �b�ÿ�"���ã���J �N�¾�;�¾���ã�B�ã �Ù�>�¾�Ù���ß�"�c���B �ÿ�� �J�ü�ã ���¾�J�ã�> �‹�“�•�Š�B �>�ã�B�O���J�ã�ß �ÿ�� �¾ 

shift towards underground resistance. 

Korean communists worked to rebuild the Korean Communist Party, with some success at placing members 

in GGK institutions such as the Ministry of Communication, Seoul Electric Company, and the National 

Broadcasting Company. They hoped to sabotage the colonial overseers, however, the colonial police arrested 

most members by 1941. Within Korea, underground communists organized strikes, sabotage, and supplied 

intelligence to comrades abroad. But, as historian Suh argues, “For the most part the communist movement 

within Korea slowly faded away” during World War II due to severe repression. 

�I���ð�ð�ƒ�÷�§�c�t�c�‘�•�ƒ�d�E�E�§�Ó�Ó�ø�‘�È�ø�E�…�ø�E�d�‘
Kim Il Sung, a key leader in the Northeast Anti-Japanese United Army, rose as a communist guerrilla 

leader in Manchuria. Operating with limited Chinese and Soviet support, Kim Il Sung led small mobile 

units that attacked the Kwantung Army and then integrated into local peasant communities for survival. 

Leader P
rofile

Kim Il Sung 

Kim Il Sung was born 
���§�ð�‘�‹���÷�Š�‘�	�ƒ�‘�§�÷�‘���������{�‘
near Pyongyang. As a 
�¶���ƒ�t�”�{�‘�”�d�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�”�§�c�‘�…�ø�ð�§�Ó�¶�‘
fled to Manchuria to 
escape oppressive 
colonial Japanese 
rule. His family was 
active in anti-Japanese 
�E�d�c�§�c�t�ø�÷�F�d�{�‘�¨�”�§�F�”�‘
resulted in his father 

being imprisoned for activism. As a student 
�§�÷�‘�#�ø�÷�F�”�ƒ�E�§�ø�{�‘���§�ð�‘�Å�Ó�‘�‹�ƒ�÷�Š�‘�¨�ø�c�‘�§�÷�…�Ó�ƒ�d�÷�F�d�R�‘�?�¶�‘
�;���Ó�§�t�§�F�ø�Ó�‘�E�ø�R�§�F�ø�Ó�c�{�‘�d�c�;�d�F�§�ø�Ó�Ó�¶�‘�F���ð�ð�ƒ�÷�§�c�t�c�|�‘�¡�d�‘
�Ã���§�÷�d�R�‘�ø�÷�‘�ƒ�÷�R�d�E�Š�E���ƒ�÷�R�‘�#�ø�E�±�§�c�t�‘�Š�E���ƒ�;�{�‘�¨�ø�c�‘
�ø�E�E�d�c�t�d�R�‘�ø�c�‘�ø�‘�¶���ƒ�t�”�{�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�F�ø�ð�d�‘�t���‘�?�d�Ó�§�d�¤�d�‘�t�”�ø�t�‘
Korean independence required collective 
action and armed struggle based on Marxist 

Leninist �§�R�d�ø�c�|�‘�Å�÷�‘���������{�‘�”�d�‘�…���E�ð�ø�Ó�Ó�¶�‘�Ã���§�÷�d�R�‘ 
the Chinese Communist Party. 

�Å�÷�‘�t�”�d�‘�ð�§�R�Q���������c�{�‘���§�ð�‘�Å�Ó�‘�‹�ƒ�÷�Š�‘�¨�ø�c�‘�§�÷�¤���Ó�¤�d�R�‘ 
in guerrilla warfare against Japanese forces  
�§�÷�‘�#�ø�÷�F�”�ƒ�E�§�ø�|�‘�Å�÷�‘���������{�‘�”�d�‘�ø�R���;�t�d�R�‘�t�”�d�‘�÷�ø�ð�d�‘
���§�ð�‘�§�Ó�‘�‹�ƒ�÷�Š�‘�;�n���§�ð�‘�t�”�d�‘�‹�ƒ�÷�o�<�‘�¨�”�§�F�”�‘�¨�ø�c�‘�ø�Ó�c���‘ 
the name of a legendary Korean nationalist. 
This created a mythic persona that he later 
used to bolster his authority. 

���…�t�d�E�‘�§�÷�F�E�d�ø�c�§�÷�Š�‘�	�ø�;�ø�÷�d�c�d�‘�;�E�d�c�c�ƒ�E�d�{�‘���§�ð�‘�ø�÷�R�‘
�”�§�c�‘�ƒ�÷�§�t�‘�E�d�t�E�d�ø�t�d�R�‘�§�÷�t���‘�t�”�d�‘�¥�‹�‹�~�‘�¨�”�d�E�d�‘�”�d�‘
received military and ideological training.  
�A�¶�‘�t�”�d�‘�d�÷�R�‘���…�‘�È�È�Å�Å�{�‘�”�d�‘�?�d�F�ø�ð�d�‘�ø�‘�‹���¤�§�d�t�‘
�t�E�ø�§�÷�d�R�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�Ó�d�ø�R�d�E�{�‘�¨�”���ð�‘�t�”�d�‘�¥�‹�‹�~�‘�¤�§�d�¨�d�R�‘
as a suitable figure to help shape postwar  
Korea under communist influence. 

Historiographical Note: The name Kim Il Sung 
is disputed by some historians. Consider 
researching this further and debate why  
this name is contested. 

Photo of Kim Il Sung  
�…�E���ð�‘���������|�‘
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Paper 1 Practice

Inquiry Question: To what extent did Kim Il Sung affect the outcome of the Battle of Pochonbo? 

�‹���ƒ�E�F�d�‘���€

Context: �v�ƒ�?�Ó�§�c�”�d�R�‘�§�÷�‘���������‘�R�ƒ�E�§�÷�Š�‘�t�”�d�‘�I���Ó�R�‘�È�ø�E�{�‘Communism in Korea earned Robert Scalapino 
and Chong-Sik Lee the prestigious Woodrow Wilson Foundation Award for the best book on 
�Š���¤�d�E�÷�ð�d�÷�t�{�‘�;���Ó�§�t�§�F�c�{�‘���E�‘�§�÷�t�d�E�÷�ø�t�§���÷�ø�Ó�‘�ø�…�…�ø�§�E�c�|

Content: ““ On June 4, 1937, Kim II-song led a small force of partisans in an attack upon the 

village of Poch’onbo, Crossing the Yalu , Kim's band struck at about ten in the evening, destroying 

the police station, town office, forestry branch office, agricultural experiment station, post office, 

and other government buildings. Seven policemen were killed, and seven others wounded. 

Propaganda leaflets were distributed and supplies collected. The village residents were then 

assembled to hear Kim deliver an impassioned speech, after which the guerrillas retreated 

across the river …to Manchuria.

No doubt this raid bolstered partisan morale. The costs involved in such bravado were high. 

Naturally, the Japanese conducted the most painstaking investigation. The result was to expose 

Communist informers and sympathizers, making it possible to identify underground agents and 

uncover the local apparatus. Indeed, so many arrests followed the raid that local Communist 

activities practically ceased. Despite the praise that the North Korean Communists now lavish 

upon this operation, it was undoubtedly harmful to the movement in general. In fact, it was 

another example of ‘blind adventurism.’”

Source:�‘�~���?�d�E�t�‘�‹�F�ø�Ó�ø�;�§�÷���{�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�I�”���÷�Š�Q�‹�§�Ë�‘���d�d�{�‘�I���ð�ð�ƒ�÷�§�c�ð�‘�§�÷�‘�����E�d�ø�|�‘���•�‘�™�”�d�‘�#���¤�d�ð�d�÷�t�{�‘�;�ø�Š�d�c�‘�������Q�������|�‘

Source B 

Context: �v�E���ð�§�÷�d�÷�t�‘���ð�d�E�§�F�ø�÷�‘�”�§�c�t���E�§�ø�÷�{�‘�A�E�ƒ�F�d�‘�I�ƒ�ð�§�÷�Š�c�‘�d�±�F�d�E�;�t�‘�…�E���ð�‘�”�§�c�‘���������‘Korea’s Place in 
the Sun is known for his revisionist approach on Korean history. 

Content: “Outside of North Korea hardly anyone has heard of this clash, but it consisted of a brief 

�J�¾���ã�"�b�ã�> �"�ö �J�ü�ã �J�"�c�� �Ø�i �P�ÿ�� �¾���ß �ü�ÿ�B �÷�O�ã�>�>�ÿ�����¾�B�» �y�Þ�"�Ù�ü�Þ�$���Ø�" �ü�ã���ß �"���ã �"�ö �B�ã�b�ã�� �Ø�>�¾���Ù�ü �¾�÷�>�ÿ�Ù�O���J�O�>�¾�� 

�B�J�¾�J�ÿ�"���B �J�ü�¾�J �N�¾�;�¾���ã�B�ã �J�ã�Ù�ü���ÿ�Ù�ÿ�¾���B �O�B�ã�ß �J�" �ÿ���;�>�"�b�ã �ö�¾�>���ÿ���÷�¾ �J�ü�ÿ�B �"���ã �ß�ã�¾���J �ã�B�;�ã�Ù�ÿ�¾�����i �c�ÿ�J�ü �ö�ÿ�>�ã�Ò

field farming, a group of peasants that was very important to Kim’s slim base among Koreans 

in Manchuria. They were among the poorest but also the freest of Koreans during the Japanese 

period, escaping into the mountains to live a hardy existence.” …

There are ridiculous myths about this guerrilla resistance in both Koreas today: the North 

claims that Kim single-handedly defeated the Japanese, and the South claims that Kim is an 

imposter who stole the name of a revered patriot. Nonetheless, this experience is important for 

an understanding of postwar Korea. The resistance to the Japanese is the main legitimating 

�ß�"�Ù�J�>�ÿ���ã �"�ö �J�ü�ã �"�y�|�P�¾ �J�ü�ã �Z�"�>�J�ü �P�"�>�ã�¾���B �J�>�¾�Ù�ã �J�ü�ã �"�>�ÿ�÷�ÿ�� �"�ö �J�ü�ã �¾�>���i�¼ �J�ü�ã ���ã�¾�ß�ã�>�B�ü�ÿ�;�¼ �¾���ß �J�ü�ã�ÿ�> 
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ideology back to this founding moment. Today the top North Korean leadership still includes 

core leaders who fought the Japanese in Manchuria, even if most of the others have died by now.” 

Source C

Context: An excerpt from North Korean leader Kim Il Sung’s autobiography written in the early 
���������c�‘�R�ƒ�E�§�÷�Š�‘�ø�‘�;�d�E�§���R�‘���…�‘�t�E�ø�÷�c�§�t�§���÷�‘�…���E�‘�”�§�c�‘�F���ƒ�÷�t�E�¶�|�‘�™�”�d�‘�F���Ó�Ó�ø�;�c�d�‘���…�‘�t�”�d�‘�¥�‹�‹�~�‘�F�ƒ�t�‘���…�…�‘�F�E�§�t�§�F�ø�Ó�‘
�;���Ó�§�t�§�F�ø�Ó�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�d�F���÷���ð�§�F�‘�c�ƒ�;�;���E�t�{�‘�Ó�d�ø�¤�§�÷�Š�‘�t�”�d�‘�F���ƒ�÷�t�E�¶�‘�c�t�E�ƒ�Š�Š�Ó�§�÷�Š�‘�t���‘�ø�R�ø�;�t�|�‘���§�ð�j�c�‘�R���ð�d�c�t�§�F�‘�ø�÷�R�‘
international legitimacy was increasingly questioned. By documenting his life story he hoped  
to solidify the ideological foundation of his regime and shape the historical narrative. He died  
�§�÷�‘���������|�‘

Content: “As one who organized and commanded this battle [of Pochonbo], I clearly recall my 

mental processes, together with the events that took place. Scenes of battle from half a century 

ago still unfold clearly before my eyes. The Battle of Pochonbo can be compared to the reunion 

of a mother and her children who have been separated by force. The gunshot at Pochonbo 

precipitated the reunion between my motherland and her loyal sons and daughters who had 

loved her most. In other words, this battle marked a decisive turning point in the liberation of 

my conquered nation.

�A�� �¾ �Ø�>�"�¾�ß �B�ã���B�ã�¼ �"�O�> �¾�J�J�¾�Ù�� �c�¾�B �ß�ã�B�ÿ�÷���ã�ß �J�" �Ø�>�ÿ���÷ �¾�Ø�"�O�J �J�ü�ã �>�ã�b�ÿ�b�¾�� �"�ö �J�ü�ã ���¾�J�ÿ�"���¾ �ÿ�� �¾ ���¾�>�>�"�c 

sense, it was to open up a decisive stage and make a leap forward in the revolutionary struggle 

against the Japanese. The history of the Korean nation had been streaked with blood and 

tears, brought about by the Japanese imperialists. It was in reaction to this that our nation 

started its resistance. Armed struggle not only expressed the will of the sons of Korea to fight 

against Japan but it was a means to an end as well. Under the banner of anti-imperialist, anti-

�ö�ã�O�ß�¾�� �ß�ã���"�Ù�>�¾�J�ÿ�Ù �>�ã�b�"���O�J�ÿ�"���¼ �c�ã �c�¾�÷�ã�ß �J�ü�ã �¾�>���ã�ß �B�J�>�O�÷�÷���ã�¾ �¾�J �J�ü�ã �B�¾���ã �J�ÿ���ã �c�ã �;�>�"���"�J�ã�ß �J�ü�ã 

building of the party and launched a united-front movement and an anti-imperialist common 

front movement…” 

Source: ���§�ð�{�‘�Å�Ó�‘�‹�ƒ�÷�Š�{�‘With the Century: Reminiscences of Kim Il Sung.  
�Å���Ó�ƒ�ð�d�‘���|�‘�‰���E�d�§�Š�÷�‘���ø�÷�Š�ƒ�ø�Š�d�c�‘�v�ƒ�?�Ó�§�c�”�§�÷�Š�‘�¡���ƒ�c�d�{�‘���������|�‘�v�ø�Š�d�‘�������|

Questions: 

1.	 �Explain how the content of both source A and source B can be used to answer the inquiry 
question. �D���‘�ð�ø�E�Ë�c�<

2.	 �Analyse how the context of source C influences how it can be used to answer the inquiry 
question. �D���‘�ð�ø�E�Ë�c�<

3.	 �Examine how the perspectives in all the sources can be used to answer the inquiry 
question.�‘�D�����‘�ð�ø�E�Ë�c�<
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The 1937 Battle of Pochonbo, in which Kim Il Sung briefly took control of a small Northern Korean town, 

became the foundational myth of DPRK ideology. In reality, the battle had limited strategic importance. 

�>�"�c�ã�b�ã�>�¼ �Z�"�>�J�ü �P�"�>�ã�¾�� �;�>�"�;�¾�÷�¾���ß�¾ �ã���ã�b�¾�J�ã�ß �ÿ�J �¾�B �¾ �J�O�>���ÿ���÷ �;�"�ÿ���J �ÿ�� �Ù�"�����O���ÿ�B�J �>�ã�B�ÿ�B�J�¾���Ù�ã �ü�ÿ�B�J�"�>�i�» 

Kim Il Sung was one of the few resistance leaders who remained active in the border areas of North 

Korea. According to Japanese Kwangtung Army reports, there was a special task force sent out to stop 

both nationalists and communist rebels in Manchuria. Kim Il Sung was mentioned by name and it was 

ordered that he should be captured or killed. In 1940, Kim Il Sung and his men retreated to the USSR, 

�J�>�¾�ÿ���ÿ���÷ �¾���ß �Ù�"���B�"���ÿ�ß�¾�J�ÿ���÷ �ö�"�>�Ù�ã�B �O���J�ÿ�� �J�ü�ã �c�¾�>�Þ�B �ã���ß�» �>�ÿ�B �c�"�>�� �ÿ�� �J�ü�ã �J�>�¾�ÿ���ÿ���÷ �Ù�¾���;�B ���ã�ß �J�" �P�ÿ�� �A�� �€�O���÷ 

gaining the trust of the Soviets and ultimately for him to become a part of the short list to lead in North 

Korea at the end of the war. 

Kim Il Sung and his new group of communists crushed the original more Marxist ideological communists 

that arose after the March First Movement. This new communist group focused on plotting on how to 

consolidate their power over the peninsula after the Japanese defeat. 

Everyday Resistance 
The leaders in exile and resistance groups pushed back against the Japanese and hoped to form new 

ideological systems for a future independent Korea. At the same time, there were individuals that sought out 

to continue political resistance through everyday actions. Some supported the resistance fighters through 

providing intelligence, funds, food, or shelter. Or they would create underground networks to spread the 

�ÿ�ß�ã�¾�B �ö�"�> �P�"�>�ã�¾�� ���ÿ�Ø�ã�>�¾�J�ÿ�"�� �J�ü�>�"�O�÷�ü �÷�>�¾�ö�ö�ÿ�J�ÿ�¼ �O���ß�ã�>�÷�>�"�O���ß �B�Ù�ü�"�"���B�¼ �"�> �Ù�"���J�ÿ���O�ÿ���÷ �J�" ���ã�¾�>�� �>�¾���÷�O�� �Ì�P�"�>�ã�¾�� 

script). The people faced a great cost of jailtime, loss of rations, jobs or even facing collective punishment 

as a community. The idea of gwangbok (liberation) became a powerful hope, even for those that had little 

national political voice. Everyday resistance was not only spurred through political motivations but also 

as a response to the assimilation policies and the fight to maintain Korean culture and identity. 

Conclusion
Between 1937 and 1945, Japanese political wartime policies transformed Korea into a highly controlled 

colony. The Second Sino-Japanese War intensified political domination, forcing the independence 

movements abroad and driving resistance underground. While Japan achieved significant levels of control, 

the persistence of both nationalist and communist networks both in exile and in everyday life ensured 

that the spirit for independence endured.
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There were other nationalist groups and leaders that were active in exile including Kim Ku and 
�t�”�d�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�Å�÷�R�d�;�d�÷�R�d�÷�F�d�‘�v�ø�E�t�¶�{�‘�ø�÷�R�‘���§�ð�‘�È���÷�Q�?���÷�Š�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�t�”�d�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�Å���Ó�ƒ�÷�t�d�d�E�‘�I���E�;�c�|�‘���…�t�d�E�‘
�F���ð�;�Ó�d�t�§�÷�Š�‘�ø�R�R�§�t�§���÷�ø�Ó�‘�E�d�c�d�ø�E�F�”�{�‘�ø�Ó���÷�Š�‘�¨�§�t�”�‘�t�”�d�‘�§�÷�…���E�ð�ø�t�§���÷�‘�¶���ƒ�‘�”�ø�¤�d�‘�Ó�d�ø�E�÷�d�R�‘�ø�?���ƒ�t�‘���§�ð�‘�Å�Ó�‘�‹�ƒ�÷�Š�‘
�ø�÷�R�‘�‹�¶�÷�Š�ð�ø�÷�‘�~�”�d�d�{�‘�F�E�d�ø�t�d�‘�ø�÷�‘�§�R�d���Ó���Š�§�F�ø�Ó�‘�F���÷�t�§�÷�ƒ�ƒ�ð�‘���…�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�§�÷�R�d�;�d�÷�R�d�÷�F�d�‘�Ó�d�ø�R�d�E�c�”�§�;�|

1.	 �“Colonial Korea during the Second Sino-Japanese War developed considerable political 
�ø�ƒ�t���÷���ð�¶�|�o�‘�™���‘�¨�”�ø�t�‘�d�±�t�d�÷�t�‘�R���‘�¶���ƒ�‘�ø�Š�E�d�d�‘�¨�§�t�”�‘�t�”�§�c�‘�c�t�ø�t�d�ð�d�÷�t�5�‘

Create an essay frame based upon this prompt. Consider the role of Korean resistance and how 
�…�ø�E�‘�t�”�d�‘�F���Ó���÷�§�ø�Ó�‘�Š���¤�d�E�÷�ð�d�÷�t�‘�¨�ø�c�‘�ø�?�Ó�d�‘�t���‘�F���÷�t�E���Ó�‘�����E�d�ø�‘�;���Ó�§�t�§�F�ø�Ó�Ó�¶�‘�ø�t�‘�ø�÷�‘�§�÷�t�d�E�÷�ø�t�§���÷�ø�Ó�{�‘�÷�ø�t�§���÷�ø�Ó�{�‘
�Ó���F�ø�Ó�{�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�§�÷�R�§�¤�§�R�ƒ�ø�Ó�‘�Ó�d�¤�d�Ó�|�‘

Paper 3 Practice

II. �Economic Developments in Korea during  
the Second Sino-Japanese War

Inquiry  
Question

�™���‘�¨�”�ø�t�‘�d�±�t�d�÷�t�‘�R�§�R�‘�¨�ø�E�t�§�ð�d�‘�ð���?�§�Ó�§�c�ø�t�§���÷�‘�R�ƒ�E�§�÷�Š�‘�t�”�d�‘�‹�d�F���÷�R�‘�‹�§�÷���Q�	�ø�;�ø�÷�d�c�d�‘�È�ø�E�‘ 
drive industrial and economic change in colonial Korea? 

Before the Second Sino-Japanese War, Korea was developed by Japan as both a logistical base for military 

expansion into Manchuria and as a market for Japanese goods. Korea absorbed only a small portion of 

Japan’s industrial output, approximately 10% of cotton textiles and 3% of total manufactured goods. Its 

role in Japan’s imperial strategy was pivotal. Governor-General Minami, who oversaw Korea’s industrial 

development, emphasized the need for coordinated economic policies between Japan, Korea, and 

�X�¾���Ù�ü�O�>�ÿ�¾�» �>�ã ���ÿ���ã���ã�ß �N�¾�;�¾�� �J�" �¾ ���ÿ�b�ÿ���÷ �Ø�"�ß�i�¼ �c�ÿ�J�ü �P�"�>�ã�¾ �¾�B �J�ü�ã �¾�>�� �¾���ß �X�¾���Ù�ü�O�>�ÿ�¾ �¾�B �J�ü�ã �ö�ÿ�B�J�¼ �B�O�÷�÷�ã�B�J�ÿ���÷ 

Korea’s role was to develop industry, be Japan’s rice bowl and facilitate the transport of Japanese goods 

and troops. More broadly, Japan aimed to extract raw materials and Korean economic surplus to sustain 

its total war effort.

�‰���E�F�d�R�‘���ø�?���E�‘�#���?�§�Ó�§�c�ø�t�§���÷�‘�ø�c�‘�ø�‘�n�v���;�ƒ�Ó�ø�t�§���÷�‘�¡�d�ð���E�E�”�ø�Š�d�m
�>�ÿ�B�J�"�>�ÿ�¾�� ���>�O�Ù�ã ���O���ÿ���÷�B �ß�ã�B�Ù�>�ÿ�Ø�ã�B �P�"�>�ã�¾�Þ�B �c�¾�>�J�ÿ���ã ���¾�Ø�"�> ���"�Ø�ÿ���ÿ�q�¾�J�ÿ�"�� �¾�B �¾ �Û�;�"�;�O���¾�J�ÿ�"�� �ü�ã���"�>�>�ü�¾�÷�ã�¼�Ü �"�> 

an uncontrolled loss, with approximately four million Koreans sent to work outside the peninsula by 1944. 

The Japanese accomplished this through enforcing the 1938 National General Mobilization Law (NGML) 

and the 1939 National Draft Ordinance which coerced millions of Koreans into forced labor and military 

mobilization until the end of Japanese colonial rule in 1945, as shown by the chart. 
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Chart 1

Source Activity Five

�_�c�t�§�ð�ø�t�d�c�‘���…�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�v���;�ƒ�Ó�ø�t�§���÷�‘�n�~�d�Ó���F�ø�t�§���÷�o

Manchuria Japan Sakhalin Occupied 
China

Other occupied 
areas

���|�������^���|�����‘
million

���|�����^�‘���‘�ð�§�Ó�Ó�§���÷ �����{�������^�����{������ �������{������ Taiwan �` a few 
thousand

Dutch East Indies; 
Philippines; Hong 
Kong – noted as 
a few hundred 
with at most a few 
thousand in each 
region 

Source: �¥�‹�‘�	���§�÷�t�‘�Å�÷�t�d�Ó�Ó�§�Š�d�÷�F�d�‘�~�d�;���E�t�‘�A�ƒ���t�d�R�‘�§�÷�‘�n�@�F�F�ƒ�;�ø�t�§���÷�c�‘���…�‘�����E�d�ø�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�	�ø�;�ø�÷�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�t�”�d�‘�@�E�§�Š�§�÷�c�‘���…�‘�t�”�d�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘
�T�§�ø�c�;���E�ø�‘�§�÷�‘�	�ø�;�ø�÷�{�o�‘�#�ø�E�Ë�‘�_�‘�I�ø�;�E�§���‘�ø�÷�R�‘�Õ�ƒ�‘�	�§�ø�‘�§�÷�‘�T�§�ø�c�;���E�ø�‘�¨�§�t�”���ƒ�t�‘�ø�‘�¡���ð�d�Ó�ø�÷�R�‘�A�d�§�÷�Š�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�§�÷�‘�	�ø�;�ø�÷�‘�;�Š�|�‘�����|

Caprio and Jia note that these numbers are probably too low as it does not account for Korean 
births abroad.

Questions: 

1.	 �È�”�d�E�d�‘�¨�d�E�d�‘�ð���c�t�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�c�‘�…���E�F�§�?�Ó�¶�‘�E�d�Ó���F�ø�t�d�R�‘�R�ƒ�E�§�÷�Š�‘�t�”�d�‘�¨�ø�E�5�‘

2.	 �È�”�ø�t�‘���t�”�d�E�‘�…�ø�F�t���E�c�‘�F���ƒ�Ó�R�‘�F���÷�t�E�§�?�ƒ�t�d�‘�t���‘�t�”�§�c�‘�?�d�§�÷�Š�‘�ø�÷�‘�n�ƒ�÷�R�d�E�‘�F���ƒ�÷�t�o�5�‘

3.	 �What does this undercount suggest about the challenges of tracking displaced people 
�R�ƒ�E�§�÷�Š�‘�¨�ø�E�t�§�ð�d�5�‘

As a result of the 1938 NGML edict, the imperial government retained full control over the empire’s economy, 

including labor and its disbursement within Japan. Japan had legal means to enforce “mobilisation” 

although some labor recruitment had occurred prior to the NGML. There were three stages of “recruitment” 

that align with the intensification of the war. 
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Between 1938 and 1945, Japan’s labor recruitment system for wartime industry evolved through three 

distinct stages. Initially the 1938–1941 recruitment was company-directed under the NGML and relied 

on informal methods like advertisements and word of mouth. Most workers were young men who were 

“volunteers” in theory and could quit, although pressure to remain working was growing. By 1942–1943, the 

government directed recruitment took a more active role alongside private companies. Legal frameworks 

expanded with registration laws, and recruitment became more formalized. Movement was increasingly 

restricted, especially for men aged 16 to 40 and unmarried women ages 16 to 25, with false promises 

and national duty used as incentives. By 1944–1945, forced labor conscription was in full effect under 

centralized government control. Recruitment was conducted through legal conscription notices, mobility 

was heavily restricted via a two-passport system, and coercion was extreme. Males aged 13 to 50 were 

targeted, quitting was illegal, and fulfillment quotas were met entirely through legal force and surveillance.

Colonial authorities used the Chosen League Patriotic Units and police to enforce labour quotas. Food 

rations were often withheld from families who resisted. Some Koreans were tricked into signing contracts, 

with illiterate men particularly vulnerable. There were even some reports of kidnapping. Compliance often 

stemmed from fear of starvation or threats to one’s family and livelihood. Additionally, the “recruiters” 

received bonuses for each person that they signed up, which monetarily incentivised coercive measures.

The atomic bomb that contributed towards ending the war also took a toll on Koreans. The bomb killed 

around 80,000 Koreans, including an estimated 20,000 to 30,000 Korean forced laborers working at the 

�X�ÿ�J�B�O�Ø�ÿ�B�ü�ÿ �>�ã�¾�b�i �A���ß�O�B�J�>�ÿ�ã�B �¾�J �J�ü�ã �Z�¾�÷�¾�B�¾���ÿ �€�ü�ÿ�;�i�¾�>�ß �¾���ß �J�ü�ã �P�¾�c�¾���¾���ÿ �A���ß�O�B�J�>�i �;���¾���J�» �ˆ�ü�ã �>�ã���¾�ÿ���ÿ���÷ 

Korean survivors received no support from either the Japanese or post-war Korean governments. 

At the end of the war, many Korean forced laborers were stuck far from home. Many could not afford to pay 

for their return trip, and in some cases, were sent away from work sites without receiving wages. A few 

Koreans managed to find passage on a ship called the Ukishima Maru to return to Korea, but on August 

24, 1945, the ship exploded, killing almost everyone on board. This tragedy discouraged some from trying 

to return home by sea. While there were a few rare cases, like workers at the Nakajima Aircraft Plant who 

were helped with transport, most forced laborers across the former Japanese Empire were left to survive 

on their own, forgotten by both the wartime authorities and the governments that followed. For example, 

the Korean miners on Sakhalin Island remained there until the end of the Cold War.

�È�ø�E�t�§�ð�d�‘�Å�÷�R�ƒ�c�t�E�§�ø�Ó�§�c�ø�t�§���÷�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�_�±�;�Ó���§�t�ø�t�§���÷
�8�"�����"�c�ÿ���÷ �J�ü�ã �N�¾�;�¾���ã�B�ã �¾�J�J�¾�Ù�� �"�� �y�ã�¾�>�� �>�¾�>�Ø�"�> �ÿ�� �"�ã�Ù�ã���Ø�ã�> �‹�“�Ž�‹ �¾���ß �J�ü�ã �B�ü�ÿ�ö�J �J�" �J�"�J�¾�� �c�¾�>�¼ �ÿ���ß�O�B�J�>�ÿ�¾�� 

production intensified. Korean foreign trade grew from 35 million yen in 1931 to 229 million yen in 1939, 

with most trade occurring with Manchuria and Japan. Overall, industrial production rose sharply with 

the establishment of hydroelectric power plants, railroads, chemical, fertilizer, and metal factories. Korea 

was tasked with supplying raw agricultural and mineral resources to support Japan’s militarism but also 

to enrich the wealthy Japanese that owned 90% of the large businesses in Korea.
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History as an Area of Knowledge

�¡�§�c�t���E�§�F�ø�Ó�‘�ð�d�t�”���R�c�‘�§�÷�F�Ó�ƒ�R�d�‘�ƒ�t�§�Ó�§�Í�§�÷�Š�‘�A�ƒ�ø�Ó�§�t�ø�t�§�¤�d�‘�;�§�÷�t�d�E�;�E�d�t�§�÷�Š�‘�;�d�E�c�;�d�F�t�§�¤�d�c�{�‘�÷�ø�E�E�ø�t�§�¤�d�c�‘�ø�÷�R�‘
�ð�d�ø�÷�§�÷�Š�c�<�‘�ø�÷�R�M���E�‘�A�ƒ�ø�÷�t�§�t�ø�t�§�¤�d�‘�;�÷�ƒ�ð�d�E�§�F�ø�Ó�‘���E�‘�c�t�ø�t�§�c�t�§�F�ø�Ó�‘�R�ø�t�ø�<�‘�ð�d�t�”���R�c�‘�t���‘�R�d�F�§�R�d�‘�¨�”�ø�t�‘�d�¤�§�R�d�÷�F�d�‘
�t���‘�ƒ�c�d�|�‘���c�‘�¶���ƒ�‘�E�d�ø�R�‘�t�”�E���ƒ�Š�”�‘�t�”�d�‘�c�d�Š�ð�d�÷�t�c�‘���÷�‘�¨�ø�E�t�§�ð�d�‘�§�÷�R�ƒ�c�t�E�§�ø�Ó�§�c�ø�t�§���÷�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�d�F���÷���ð�§�F�c�{�‘�F���÷�c�§�R�d�E�‘
the following questions:

���y �What are the values and limitations of quantitative methods including statistics for 
�ƒ�÷�R�d�E�c�t�ø�÷�R�§�÷�Š�‘�Ó�ø�t�d�‘�F���Ó���÷�§�ø�Ó�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�d�F���÷���ð�§�F�‘�”�§�c�t���E�¶�5�‘

���y �È�”�ø�t�‘�d�÷�R�c�‘�ƒ�;�‘�?�d�§�÷�Š�‘�Ó�d�…�t�‘���ƒ�t�‘�¨�”�d�÷�‘�t�E�¶�§�÷�Š�‘�t���‘�ƒ�÷�R�d�E�c�t�ø�÷�R�‘�d�¤�d�÷�t�c�‘�§�÷�‘�t�”�§�c�‘�ð�ø�÷�÷�d�E�5�‘

���y �How can a more comprehensive understanding of Korean economic history during the late 
�F���Ó���÷�§�ø�Ó�‘�;�d�E�§���R�‘�?�d�‘�…���ƒ�÷�R�5�‘

Chart 2

 TOK Connection�5�5

�#�ø�÷�ƒ�…�ø�F�t�ƒ�E�§�÷�Š�‘�@�ƒ�t�;�ƒ�t�‘�?�¶�‘�Å�÷�R�ƒ�c�t�E�¶�‘�§�÷�‘�v�d�E�F�d�÷�t�ø�Š�d�c

Industry �������� �������� ��������

Textile

Metal

Machine and Tool

Ceramic

Chemical

Lumber and Wood 

Products

Food

Gas and Electric

Others

12.8

�‘�‘���|��

  1.3

  3.2

�‘�‘���|��

  2.7

  3.1

�����|��

�‘�‘���|��

�‘�‘���|��

 12.7

�‘�‘���|��

   1.0

  2.7

22.9

  2.7

   1.8

�����|��

�‘�‘���|��

�‘�‘�‘���|��

 13.0

  9.0

�‘�‘���|��

  3.0

�‘�����|��

  1.0

  1.0

22.0

  2.0

 11.0

Total 100.0  100.0  100.0

Source:�‘���§�‘�A�ø�§�Ë�‘���d�d�{�‘�‘���‘�+�d�¨�‘�¡�§�c�t���E�¶�‘���…�‘�����E�d�ø�{�‘�;�Š�|�‘�������|

�8�>�"�� �‹�“�‹�‹ �J�" �‹�“�•�’�¼ �P�"�>�ã�¾�Þ�B �ÿ���ß�O�B�J�>�ÿ�¾�� �"�O�J�;�O�J �÷�>�ã�c �¾�J �•�»�•�‘�� �¾�����O�¾�����i�» �>�"�c�ã�b�ã�>�¼ �;�>�"�ö�ÿ�J�B �;�>�ÿ���¾�>�ÿ���i �ö���"�c�ã�ß �J�" 

Japanese companies. The Japanese zaibatsu (large Japanese business conglomerate), working with the 

GGK, monopolized key industries. They developed infrastructure that encouraged raw material extraction 

but restricted Korean access to capital, confining Koreans to small, local manufacturing ventures. This 

is evident in chart 4. Even these local ventures were often taken over by the Japanese due to the heavy 

borrowing they required from Japanese banks. 
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Chart 3

Source Activity One

�I�ø�;�§�t�ø�Ó�‘�Å�÷�¤�d�c�t�ð�d�÷�t�‘�§�÷�‘�#�ø�÷�ƒ�…�ø�F�t�ƒ�E�§�÷�Š�‘�Å�÷�R�ƒ�c�t�E�§�d�c�‘�?�¶�‘�+�ø�t�§���÷�ø�Ó�§�t�¶�{�‘���������|�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘unit: 1,000 yen

Industry Paid-up capital (and percentage) Average capital per 
company

Korean  
�I���ð�;�ø�÷�§�d�c�‘�;�ø�÷�R�‘�\�E

Japanese  
�I���ð�;�ø�÷�§�d�c�‘�;�ø�÷�R�‘�\�E

Korean  
Companies

Japanese 
Companies

Textile

Metal and Machinery

Brewing

Pharmaceutical

Ceramic

Flour and Rice Celaning

Processed Food

Lumber and Woodworking

Printing

Chemical

Others

�‘�‘���{������

�‘�‘���{������

�����{������

�‘�‘���{������

�‘�‘�‘�‘ ������

�‘�‘���{������
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�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘������

�‘�‘�‘�‘ ������

�‘ ���{������

�‘ ���{������

�‘�D�����|���E

�‘�‘�‘ �D���|���E

�‘�D�����|���E

�‘�D�����|���E

�‘�‘�‘�D���|���E

�‘�D�����|���E

�‘�‘�‘�D���|���E

�‘�‘�‘ �D���|���E

�‘�D�����|���E

�‘�‘�‘�D���|���E

�‘�‘�D�����|���E

�‘�‘�����{�� �� ��

�‘�‘�����{������

�‘�‘�����{������

�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘������

�‘�‘ �����{���� ��

�‘�‘�‘�‘���{������

�‘�‘�‘�‘���{������

�‘�‘�����{������

�‘�‘�‘�‘ ���{������

�������{������

�‘�‘�‘�‘���{������

�‘�D�����|���E

�‘�D�����|���E

�‘�D�����|���E

�‘�D�����|���E

�‘ �D�����|���E

�‘�D�����|���E

�‘ �D�����|���E

�‘�D�����|���E

�‘�D�����|���E

�‘ �D�����|���E

�‘ �D�����|���E

�‘������

  32

  38

�‘�‘����

�‘�‘����

  27

  13

  31

�‘�‘����

  80

  18

�‘�‘�‘������

�‘�‘�‘������

    107

     37

�‘�‘�‘������

�‘�‘�‘�‘������

   128

    129

�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘����

���{������

     39

Total �����{������ �‘�‘�D�����|���E �‘�������{������ �‘�‘�D�����|���E �‘�‘�‘�‘�‘���� �‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘������

Source:�‘���§�‘�A�ø�§�Ë�‘���d�d�{�‘���‘�+�d�¨�‘�¡�§�c�t���E�¶�‘���…�‘�����E�d�ø�{�‘�;�Š�|�‘�������|�‘

Questions:

1.	 ��¥�c�§�÷�Š�‘�t�”�d�‘�§�÷�…���E�ð�ø�t�§���÷�‘�…�E���ð�‘�F�”�ø�E�t�‘���{�‘�§�R�d�÷�t�§�…�¶�‘�t�¨���‘�§�÷�R�ƒ�c�t�E�§�d�c�‘�§�÷�‘�¨�”�§�F�”�‘�	�ø�;�ø�÷�d�c�d�‘�F���ð�;�ø�÷�§�d�c�‘
dominated paid-up capital in Korea in 1938.

2.	 ����F�F���E�R�§�÷�Š�‘�t���‘�t�”�d�‘�F�”�ø�E�t�{�‘�¨�”�§�F�”�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�F���ð�;�ø�÷�§�d�c�‘�”�d�Ó�R�‘�ø�‘�F���ð�;�ø�E�ø�t�§�¤�d�Ó�¶�‘�”�§�Š�”�d�E�‘�c�”�ø�E�d�‘���…�‘
�F�ø�;�§�t�ø�Ó�5

���ã�J�c�ã�ã�� �‹�“�Œ�“ �¾���ß �‹�“�Ž�‹�¼ �P�"�>�ã�¾�� �ÿ���ß�O�B�J�>�ÿ�¾�� �"�O�J�;�O�J �>�"�B�ã �Œ�•�‘���» �>�ã�¾�b�i �ÿ���ß�O�B�J�>�i �Ù�"���Ù�ã���J�>�¾�J�ã�ß �ÿ�� �J�ü�ã ���"�>�J�ü�¼ 

while the south remained mainly agrarian with light industry. Most managerial and technical positions 

were held by Japanese. Only 12–20% of Korean workers were skilled, and a limited mobility existed for 

Koreans, with only 1–6% holding supervisory roles.
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Ethical Considerations on Interpretations of Korea’s Economic Developments in the Late 
Colonial Time Period

The question of economic development under colonial rule can be seen as complex and 
problematic as it can intensify existing tensions and underscores painful experiences for 
�F���Ó���÷�§�c�d�R�‘�;�d���;�Ó�d�c�‘�c�ƒ�F�”�‘�ø�c�‘�t�”�d�‘�_�Š�¶�;�t�§�ø�÷�c�‘�ƒ�÷�R�d�E�‘�t�”�d�‘�A�E�§�t�§�c�”�{�‘�t�”�d�‘���Ó�Š�d�E�§�ø�÷�c�‘�ƒ�÷�R�d�E�‘�t�”�d�‘�‰�E�d�÷�F�”�{�‘
or indigenous populations under the Spanish. This is no different for Korea’s rapid economic 
development. Several historians have offered differing interpretations and perspectives of 
�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�d�F���÷���ð�§�F�‘�R�d�¤�d�Ó���;�ð�d�÷�t�{�‘�÷���t�ø�?�Ó�¶�‘���§�Ã�§�ð�ƒ�E�§�‘�¡�§�R�d�Ë�§�{�‘�v�ø�Ë�‘���¶���÷�Š�Q�‹�§�Ë�{�‘�I�ø�E�t�d�E�‘�	�|�‘�_�F�Ë�d�E�t�{�‘
�A�E�ø�÷�R���÷�‘�v�ø�Ó�ð�d�E�{�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�#�§�t�c�ƒ�”�§�Ë���‘���§�ð�ƒ�E�ø�|�‘�™�”�d�c�d�‘�R�§�…�…�d�E�d�÷�t�‘�ø�;�;�E���ø�F�”�d�c�‘�E�ø�§�c�d�‘�§�÷�t�d�÷�c�d�‘�R�d�?�ø�t�d�c�‘�ø�÷�R�‘
are contested in the present.

As a class think about the following questions: 

1.	 ��È�”���‘�?�d�÷�d�…�§�t�d�R�‘�…�E���ð�‘�����E�d�ø�j�c�‘�d�F���÷���ð�§�F�‘�R�d�¤�d�Ó���;�ð�d�÷�t�‘�ƒ�÷�R�d�E�‘�	�ø�;�ø�÷�d�c�d�‘�E�ƒ�Ó�d�5�‘ 
�T�§�R�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�c�‘�?�d�÷�d�…�§�t�‘�R�§�E�d�F�t�Ó�¶�{�‘���E�‘�¨�ø�c�‘�t�”�d�‘�d�F���÷���ð�¶�‘�c�t�E�ƒ�F�t�ƒ�E�d�R�‘�t���‘�?�d�÷�d�…�§�t�‘�	�ø�;�ø�÷�5

2.	 ��I�ø�÷�‘���÷�d�‘�F���÷�c�§�R�d�E�‘�…���E�F�d�R�‘�Ó�ø�?���E�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�E�d�c���ƒ�E�F�d�‘�d�±�t�E�ø�F�t�§���÷�‘�ø�‘�…���E�ð�‘���…�‘�m�R�d�¤�d�Ó���;�ð�d�÷�t�m�5�‘ 
�Å�c�‘�§�t�‘�ø�;�;�E���;�E�§�ø�t�d�‘�t���‘�R�d�c�F�E�§�?�d�‘�d�F���÷���ð�§�F�‘�Š�E���¨�t�”�‘�ƒ�÷�R�d�E�‘�t�”�d�c�d�‘�F���÷�R�§�t�§���÷�c�‘�§�÷�‘�;���c�§�t�§�¤�d�‘�t�d�E�ð�c�5

3.	 ��¡���¨�‘�F�ø�÷�‘�d�F���÷���ð�§�F�‘���ƒ�t�F���ð�d�c�‘�?�d�‘�c�d�;�ø�E�ø�t�d�R�‘�…�E���ð�‘�;���Ó�§�t�§�F�ø�Ó�‘���;�;�E�d�c�c�§���÷�5�‘�Å�c�‘�§�t�‘�;���c�c�§�?�Ó�d�‘�t���‘
�ø�F�Ë�÷���¨�Ó�d�R�Š�d�‘�d�F���÷���ð�§�F�‘�;�E���Š�E�d�c�c�‘�¨�§�t�”���ƒ�t�‘�Ã�ƒ�c�t�§�…�¶�§�÷�Š�‘�t�”�d�‘�÷�d�Š�ø�t�§�¤�d�‘�§�ð�;�ø�F�t�‘���…�‘�F���Ó���÷�§�ø�Ó�‘�E�ƒ�Ó�d�5

4. 	 ��T���‘�¶���ƒ�‘�t�”�§�÷�Ë�‘�	�ø�;�ø�÷�j�c�‘�d�F���÷���ð�§�F�‘�Ó�d�Š�ø�F�¶�‘�”�ø�R�‘�ø�‘�Ó�ø�c�t�§�÷�Š�‘�§�ð�;�ø�F�t�‘���÷�‘�����E�d�ø�‘�ø�…�t�d�E�‘���������5�‘ 
�È�”�ø�t�‘�;�ø�E�t�c�‘�;�§�÷�…�E�ø�c�t�E�ƒ�F�t�ƒ�E�d�{�‘�…�ø�F�t���E�§�d�c�{�‘�t�E�ø�R�d�‘�c�¶�c�t�d�ð�c�<�‘�Ó�ø�c�t�d�R�5�‘�È�”�§�F�”�‘�R�§�R�‘�÷���t�5

5.	 ��¡���¨�‘�c�”���ƒ�Ó�R�‘�”�§�c�t���E�§�ø�÷�c�‘�t�ø�Ó�Ë�‘�ø�?���ƒ�t�‘�R�d�¤�d�Ó���;�ð�d�÷�t�‘�ƒ�÷�R�d�E�‘�ø�ƒ�t�”���E�§�t�ø�E�§�ø�÷�‘���E�‘�F���Ó���÷�§�ø�Ó�‘�E�ƒ�Ó�d�5�‘ 
�‹�”���ƒ�Ó�R�‘�¨�d�‘�d�¤�ø�Ó�ƒ�ø�t�d�‘�R�d�¤�d�Ó���;�ð�d�÷�t�‘�?�¶�‘�t�”�d�‘�E�d�c�ƒ�Ó�t�c�{�‘�t�”�d�‘�ð�d�t�”���R�c�‘�ƒ�c�d�R�{�‘���E�‘�?���t�”�5

 TOK Connection�5�5

Conditions within Forced Labor Mobilisation in both Korea and 
Abroad
Around two million Koreans were employed in waged labor by 1944 as shown by Chart 4. Factory workers 

and miners typically worked 12-16 hour shifts, seven days a week and were paid 60 — 80% less than 

Japanese workers. These wages made it difficult for families to maintain a decent standard of living. Many 

suffered malnutrition and abuse, and withheld wages prevented Koreans abroad from returning home. 

Koreans were treated as expendable, with over 10% of the workforce dying during forced labor. Korean 

miners made up two-thirds of the workers who worked the extraction point to extract the minerals, 

which is the most dangerous area. For example, a coal dust explosion in 1944 killed 33 Koreans at the 

Mitsubishi Iisuka coal mine. As a result of the harsh, dangerous conditions, mass desertions occurred, 

with 40%-60% of workers from Fukuoka and Aso Mines fleeing to urban ghettos where many pre-war 

Koreans had migrated. Companies responded by utilizing local police forces and soldiers to track down 

and forcibly return some workers. Koreans were estimated to be 20% more likely to die while working 

than their Japanese co-workers. 
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�I���ð�;���c�§�t�§���÷�‘���…�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�È�ø�Š�d�Q���ø�?���E�‘�‰���E�F�d�‘�?�¶�‘�Å�÷�R�ƒ�c�t�E�¶�‘�…�E���ð�‘���������^���������|

Industry Number of laborers Percentage Date of report

Manufacturing

Mining

Construction

Forestry

Marine products

Transportation

Agriculture

�‘�������{������

�‘�������{������

�‘�������{������

�‘�������{������

�‘ �������{������

�‘�������{������

�‘�������{������

 27.9

�‘�����|��

�����|��

  9.7

 10.0

�‘�‘���|��

�‘�‘ ���|��

��������

��������

��������

��������

��������

��������

��������

Total �‘���{�������{������  100.0

Source: ���§�‘�A�ø�§�Ë�‘���d�d�{�‘�‘A New History of Korea�{�‘�;�Š�|�‘������

Many Korean laborers resisted the forced labor mobilization that occurred in 1944 with 12,000 violations 

of missing conscription orders reported by the police to the GGK. Others protested by threatening officials, 

striking for better conditions, or slowing their work to sabotage production. Some even damaged tools 

and machinery to hinder industrial output in the mines. Resistance by the forced laborers came at a high 

�Ù�"�B�J�» �A�� �X�¾�i �‹�“�Ž�•�¼ �P�"�>�ã�¾�� �c�"�>���ã�>�B �¾�J �J�ü�ã �Z�¾���¾���ÿ���¾ ���ÿ�>�Ù�>�¾�ö�J �>�¾���ß�¾ �;���¾���J �>�ÿ�"�J�ã�ß �¾�ö�J�ã�> �ß�ã���¾���ß�ÿ���÷ ���"�>�ã �ö�"�"�ß�» 

The military police suppressed the uprising, then beat the original demonstrators to death, underscoring 

the potentially severe consequences for resistors.

���Š�E�§�F�ƒ�Ó�t�ƒ�E�ø�Ó�‘�_�±�;�Ó���§�t�ø�t�§���÷
80% of Koreans were a part of agriculture as Korea was primarily an agrarian economy before the war. 

The systemic inequality that Japan employed intended to keep Koreans in crushing poverty. Although 

agricultural output increased six fold by the late 1930s, it was due to Japan’s need to solve food shortages 

on the home island and not to feed the local population. 

Additionally, Korean tenants were expected to pay for fertilizer, irrigation, and the costs for transporting 

the harvest. What little harvest was left was seldom enough to support the peasant family for a month. 

As a result of the combination of these factors, rural livelihood was uprooted, and many farmers were 

forced into a nomadic lifestyle with 1,469,000 migrants moving to Manchuria by 1941 with the hopes of 

a better life. 

Korean consumers were left with lower grade Manchurian grains while the superior Korean rice varieties 

were exported to Japan. Korean farmers were expected to deliver their rice harvests directly to the GGK,  

Mitsuhiko Kimura referred to this as “starvation exports,” noting that rice exports to Japan often exceeded 

domestic rice production and left most peasants at near starvation levels.

Chart 4
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���™���€�‘�™�”�§�÷�Ë�§�÷�Š�‘�‹�Ë�§�Ó�Ó�c

Source: �‘�_�±�F�d�E�;�t�‘�…�E���ð�‘�I�”���j���d�‘�I�”���÷�Š�”�ƒ�§�{�‘�ø�ƒ�t�”���E�‘���…�‘The Cry of the Harp and Other Korean Stories�{�‘���������|�‘

She grew up during the Japanese occupation. She wrote her autobiography based on experiences 

�R�ƒ�E�§�÷�Š�‘�t�”�d�‘�¨�ø�E�‘�¶�d�ø�E�c�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�R�d�c�F�E�§�?�d�R�‘�t�d�÷�ø�÷�t�‘�…�ø�E�ð�d�E�c�l�‘�d�±�;�d�E�§�d�÷�F�d�c�|�‘�}�ƒ���t�d�R�‘�§�÷�‘�����E�÷�d�Ó�‘���ø�÷�Š�{�‘���‘�‰�E�ø�F�t�ƒ�E�d�R�‘

���§�?�d�E�ø�t�§���÷�{�‘����

“They had worked this land which belonged to the landlord and each year had returned his 

quota of rice. What remained was far from enough for one year, six months, or two months. 

In fact, it wasn’t sufficient for even one month… When someone died the only comment made 

by those who watched the funeral procession was ‘now you won’t have to starve, that’s good.’ 

These conditions, resulting from colonial policy, drove hundreds of thousands of Korean rural 

families off the land. Uprooted, they wandered to Japan, Manchuria and Siberia in search of 

work or food.”

Questions:

1.	 �What does the passage reveal about the power relationship between landlords  
�ø�÷�R�‘�t�d�÷�ø�÷�t�‘�…�ø�E�ð�d�E�c�‘�ƒ�÷�R�d�E�‘�	�ø�;�ø�÷�d�c�d�‘�F���Ó���÷�§�ø�Ó�‘�E�ƒ�Ó�d�5�‘

2.	 �How do the farmers’ experiences reflect broader social or economic patterns  
���…�‘�t�”�d�‘�F���Ó���÷�§�ø�Ó�‘�;�d�E�§���R�5�‘

3.	 �In what ways do the farmers’ struggles expose larger consequences of colonial 
�d�±�;�Ó���§�t�ø�t�§���÷�5�‘

4. 	 �È�”�ø�t�‘�ø�E�d�‘�t�”�d�‘�c�t�E�d�÷�Š�t�”�c�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�Ó�§�ð�§�t�ø�t�§���÷�c�‘���…�‘�t�”�§�c�‘�c���ƒ�E�F�d�5

Source Activity Seven

In 1939, the textile industry was the third largest industry based upon the value of output in Korea. This 

was mainly focused on weaving the raw cotton produced in Korea. As a result of the war, there was a 

decrease in production for Korean consumption. 

From 1937, rural workers were increasingly conscripted for industrial labor. By 1942, 80% of new labor 

recruits came from the countryside. Southern peasants were often relocated to the north to sustain 

industrialisation, yet the remaining agricultural workers were expected to maintain agricultural output. 

Crop failures from 1939 to 1942 worsened food insecurity, prompting many peasants to accept conscription 

due to poverty and false promises of education and higher wages. In 1944, food was continually extracted 

from Korea and sent to Japan, worsening the conditions for Koreans. 
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Extraction of Korean Mineral Resources 

Value of output of Korean mines over time in Yen.  

1930

�����{�������{������

��������

�­�������{�������{������

��������

�������{�������{������

�­���?���ƒ�t�‘�”�ø�Ó�…�‘���…�‘�t�”�d�‘�¨���E�t�”�‘���…�‘�t�”�d�‘���������‘�ð�§�÷�d�c�‘�D�����{�������{�������‘�¶�d�÷�<�‘�¨�ø�c�‘�d�±�t�E�ø�F�t�d�R�‘�§�÷�‘�Š���Ó�R�|

�‹���ƒ�E�F�d�•�‘���§�‘�A�ø�§�Ë�‘���d�d�{�‘A New History of Korea�{�‘�;�Š�|�‘�������|

Chart 5

Chart 6

Korea had significant gold reserves that Japan wanted to finance their purchases abroad to fully fund their 

war machine. After the war with the US broke out in 1941, there was a shift towards mineral extractions 

for war material. Chart 6 shows the extent of resources extracted for use by the Japanese.

Pyongyang, known as the “Coal Capital,” held vast coal reserves, including 500-600 tons of coal dust in 

the 1930s. This was transported to Japan and turned into briquettes to heat homes and fire locomotives 

for rail transport. The Sanchoku Tanko Mine was the only mine in Korea that had the right type of coal 

�J�" �;�>�"�ß�O�Ù�ã �c�ã�¾�;�"���>�i�» �ˆ�ü�ÿ�B ���ÿ���ã �ö�ã�ß �J�ü�ã �>�ã�ÿ���" �>�ã�ÿ���ÿ �€�ã�ÿ�q�"�B�ü�" ���O���ÿ�J�ÿ�"���B �;���¾���J �ÿ�� �y�i�"���÷�i�¾���÷�¼ �¾ �ö�¾�Ù�ÿ���ÿ�J�i 

under direct Japanese military control that employed 450 workers to produce artillery shells, bombs, 

rolling stock, leather goods, and materials for military equipment. 

�>�ã�¾�b�i �Ù�ü�ã���ÿ�Ù�¾�� �ÿ���ß�O�B�J�>�ÿ�¾���ÿ�B�¾�J�ÿ�"�� �Ø�ã�Ù�¾���ã �Ù�ã���J�>�¾�� �J�" �P�"�>�ã�¾�Þ�B �c�¾�>�J�ÿ���ã �ã�Ù�"���"���i�¼ �¾�Ù�Ù�"�O���J�ÿ���÷ �ö�"�> �•�‘�� �"�ö 

total industrial output. Chemicals used in fertilizer, such as ammonium sulfate, were also essential for 

bomb production, while chlorine soda, vital for batteries and fertilizer, was used in military vehicles. This 

provides further evidence of the exploitation by Japan of Korean resources. The chart below shows the 

extent of increased production before and during the war years. 

�‘�Å�÷�F�E�d�ø�c�d�R�‘�v�E���R�ƒ�F�t�§���÷�‘���…�‘�#�ø�Ã���E�‘�#�§�÷�d�E�ø�Ó�c�‘�…�E���ð�‘���������^���������‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘unit: metric tons

Year Gold Iron ore     Coal Tungsten Graphite Molybdenum Magnesite

1930
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�‘���{�������{������

���{�������{�� �� ��

�‘�‘�‘�������{������

���{�������{������

���{�������{������

      12

� �� {� � � � � �

���{������

�‘�‘�����{������

�‘�‘�����{������

�������{������
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������
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�‘�������{������

Source:�‘���§�‘�A�ø�§�Ë�‘���d�d�{�‘A New History of Korea�{�‘�������|

Mining and Resource Extraction 
Korea played a role in sustaining the Japanese war effort and industrial output, especially since Japan 

lacked key wartime resources. This resulted in Japan extracting valuable resources like coal and heavy 

chemicals from Korea. 
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In 1965, Korea and Japan signed the Treaty of Basic Relations, under which Japan provided $800 million 

in grants and loans to support Korea’s economic development as a form of compensation for its colonial 

rule. The Treaty stipulated that this payment would settle all claims, preventing individuals from seeking 

�ö�O�>�J�ü�ã�> �Ù�"���;�ã���B�¾�J�ÿ�"���» �>�"�c�ã�b�ã�>�¼ �J�ü�ã �¾���"�O���J �c�¾�B �ö�¾�> �ö�>�"�� �B�O�ö�ö�ÿ�Ù�ÿ�ã���J �J�" �¾�ß�ß�>�ã�B�B �J�ü�ã �ã�h�J�ã���B�ÿ�b�ã �ã�Ù�"���"���ÿ�Ù 

damage, exploitation, and suffering endured by Koreans under Japanese occupation. Chart 6 demonstrates 

the extent of the increase of mining in Korea. The Treaty failed to account for the extensive loss of non-

renewable resources extracted. This unresolved issue continues to hinder progress for bilateral relations 

between the two nations. 

�n�Å���Ó�ƒ�÷�t�d�d�E�o�‘�‹���Ó�R�§�d�E�c�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�#�§�Ó�§�t�ø�E�¶�‘�I���÷�c�F�E�§�;�t�§���÷
Korean Soldiers were accepted in the Japanese Imperial Army starting on April 3, 1938. Japan introduced 

a special army “volunteer” system allowing men, aged at least 17, over 160 cm tall, physically fit, educated, 

and fluent in Japanese to enlist in the Imperial Army. These soldiers were placed within existing Japanese 

�O���ÿ�J�B�¼ �"�Ù�Ù�¾�B�ÿ�"���¾�����i �ã�b�ã�� �"�O�J�>�¾�����ÿ���÷ �N�¾�;�¾���ã�B�ã �J�>�"�"�;�B�» �>�"�c�ã�b�ã�>�¼ �ß�O�ã �J�" ���ÿ�B�J�>�O�B�J�¼ �J�ü�ã ���¾���"�>�ÿ�J�i �"�ö �P�"�>�ã�¾���B 

were incorporated into the rear units rather than frontline combat. The Japanese feared that front-line 

combat experience would cultivate Korean military nationalism, potentially fueling future uprisings upon 

soldiers’ return. Although 802,047 Koreans “volunteered,” only 17,664 were actually enlisted over the course 

of the war. This disparity may reflect both Japanese reluctance to train Koreans and Korean resistance, 

with some Koreans volunteering to meet quotas while knowing they were ineligible due to age, physical 

impairments or not speaking Japanese. This system “recruited” 17,664 soldiers, and it was replaced by 

military conscription in 1944. By war’s end, over 200,000 Koreans forcibly served in the Japanese Army 

and another 20,000 served in the Japanese Navy. 

Some Koreans sought equal treatment or hoped military service would lead to political advancement. 

�8�"�> �ã�h�¾���;���ã�¼ �¾�� �"�ö�ö�ÿ�Ù�ã�> ���¾���ã�ß �y�¾�>�� ���ü�O���÷ �>�ã�ã�¼ �÷�>�¾�ß�O�¾�J�ã�ß �ö�>�"�� �J�ü�ã �X�¾���Ù�ü�O�>�ÿ�¾�� �X�ÿ���ÿ�J�¾�>�i ���Ù�¾�ß�ã���i �¾�B 

�¾�� �"�O�J�B�J�¾���ß�ÿ���÷ �B�"���ß�ÿ�ã�>�» �>�ÿ�B �B�J�"�>�i �c�¾�B �O�J�ÿ���ÿ�q�ã�ß �J�" �ã���Ù�"�O�>�¾�÷�ã �"�J�ü�ã�> �P�"�>�ã�¾���B �J�" �Ø�ã�Ù�"���ã ���"�ß�ã�� �Ù�¾�ß�ã�J�B ���ÿ���ã 

�ü�ÿ���» �>�ã �Ø�ã�Ù�¾���ã �€�"�O�J�ü �P�"�>�ã�¾�Þ�B �;�>�ã�B�ÿ�ß�ã���J �¾�ö�J�ã�> �¾ �‹�“�•�‹ ���ÿ���ÿ�J�¾�>�i �Ù�"�O�;�» �y�¾�>�� ���ü�O���÷ �>�ã�ã �c�¾�B �¾���"���÷ �P�"�>�ã�¾���B 

who joined the army for strategic reasons in the hopes of being a future leader within the independence 

movement. Other Korean officers included the Korean Princes, although they avoided combat roles. 

While some Koreans joined out of fear of punishment for their families, some joined due to conscription but 

then deserted after facing harsh discipline and discrimination for minor infractions. Furthermore, Koreans 

experienced the most dangerous assignments and were often denied battlefield rescue or medical care. 

Towards the war’s end some Japanese officers forced Korean soldiers into suicide missions. As a result 

of the war, at least 22,182 Korean soldiers died in service to the Japanese Imperial Army. Most historians 

agree that the numbers were most likely much higher, especially if considering the military civilians and 

�B�"���ß�ÿ�ã�>�B�» �>�ÿ�÷�O�Ù�ü�ÿ �§�O�ÿ�Ù�ü�ÿ �ã�B�J�ÿ���¾�J�ã�B �J�ü�¾�J �J�ü�ã �Ù�"���Ø�ÿ���ã�ß �ß�ã�¾�J�ü�B �¾���ß ���ÿ�B�B�ÿ���÷ �ÿ�� �¾�Ù�J�ÿ�"�� �c�ã�>�ã �•�Š�¼�’�’�Ž �"�ö �J�ü�ã 

363,465 (14%) military civilians and soldiers. 
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���™���€�‘�™�”�§�÷�Ë�§�÷�Š�‘�‹�Ë�§�Ó�Ó�c

�‹���ƒ�E�F�d�‘���€�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‹���ƒ�E�F�d�‘�A�€

Source Activity Eight

  Kwajalein Island; Korean laborers help Americans to locate 
�	�ø�;�ø�÷�d�c�d�‘�t�E�����;�c�|�‘���‘�‰�d�?�E�ƒ�ø�E�¶�‘���������{�¥�‹�‘���E�ð�¶�‘�§�÷�‘�È���E�Ó�R�‘�È�ø�E�‘�Å�Å�{�‘ 
�‹�d�§�Í�ƒ�E�d�‘���…�‘�t�”�d�‘�•�§�Ó�?�d�E�t�c�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�#�ø�E�c�”�ø�Ó�Ó�c�{�‘��������
�”�t�t�;�c�•�M�M�F���ð�ð���÷�c�|�¨�§�Ë�§�ð�d�R�§�ø�|���E�Š�M�¨�§�Ë�§�M�‰�§�Ó�d�•�����E�d�ø�÷�©�Ó�ø�?���E�d�E�c�|�Ã�;�Š

 “Korean POWS Buy Many 
�È�ø�E�‘�A���÷�R�c�{�o�‘�™�”�d�‘�¡���÷���Ó�ƒ�Ó�ƒ�‘
���R�¤�d�E�t�§�c�d�E�{�‘�#�ø�¶�‘�����{�‘���������{�‘
Morning edition. 

Note: Captured Koreans were 
�;�Ó�ø�F�d�R�‘�§�÷�t���‘�¥�‹�‘�;�E�§�c���÷�d�E�‘���…�‘�¨�ø�E�‘
�D�v�@�È�E�‘�F�ø�ð�;�c�‘�§�÷�‘�¡�ø�¨�ø�§�§�‘�ø�÷�R�‘
were provided with jobs where 
they were paid $1 a day. 

Questions

1.	 ��¥�c�§�÷�Š�‘�‹���ƒ�E�F�d�‘���{�‘�§�R�d�÷�t�§�…�¶�‘�t�¨���‘�R�d�t�ø�§�Ó�c�‘�t�”�ø�t�‘�E�d�¤�d�ø�Ó�‘�t�”�d�‘�E���Ó�d�‘�;�Ó�ø�¶�d�R�‘�?�¶�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�Ó�ø�?���ƒ�E�d�E�c�‘�R�ƒ�E�§�÷�Š�‘
�t�”�d�‘�¥�‹�‘�ð�§�Ó�§�t�ø�E�¶�‘�F�ø�ð�;�ø�§�Š�÷�‘�§�÷�‘�t�”�d�‘�v�ø�F�§�…�§�F�|

2.	 ��È�”�ø�t�‘�ð�d�c�c�ø�Š�d�‘�R���d�c�‘�‹���ƒ�E�F�d�‘�A�‘�F���÷�¤�d�¶�‘�ø�?���ƒ�t�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�;�E�§�c���÷�d�E�c�‘���…�‘�¨�ø�E�‘�§�÷�‘�¥�‹�‘�F�ƒ�c�t���R�¶�5�‘�Å�÷�‘�¶���ƒ�E�‘
answer consider 

a.	 the language used in the article

b.	 the emphasis on financial contribution and voluntarism

3.	 ��¥�c�§�÷�Š�‘�t�”�d�‘�c���ƒ�E�F�d�c�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�t�”�d�‘�§�÷�…���E�ð�ø�t�§���÷�‘�…�E���ð�‘�t�”�§�c�‘�F�”�ø�;�t�d�E�{�‘�”���¨�‘�R���‘�?���t�”�‘�c���ƒ�E�F�d�c�‘�E�d�…�Ó�d�F�t�‘�t�”�d�‘
�F���ð�;�Ó�d�±�‘�c�§�t�ƒ�ø�t�§���÷�‘���…�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�c�‘�ƒ�÷�R�d�E�‘�	�ø�;�ø�÷�d�c�d�‘�E�ƒ�Ó�d�‘�R�ƒ�E�§�÷�Š�‘�È���E�Ó�R�‘�È�ø�E�‘�Å�Å�5

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Korean_laborers.jpg
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Conclusion
The Second Sino Japanese War had a multifaceted impact on the Korean economy, transforming it into a 

militarized arm of Japan’s imperial war machine for both material and human resources. While industrial 

output in Korea expanded rapidly, this growth was neither autonomous nor equitable. Ki Baik Lee notes, 

“Korea’s industrial economy was built in pursuit of Japanese goals, on a foundation of Korean suffering and 

sacrifice.” It overwhelmingly served Japanese strategic interests by creating a system of exploitation with 

profits flowing to Japanese companies and colonial administrators. The war accelerated industrialisation 

but did so under coercive conditions, including forced labor (both militarily and for factories,) restricted 

mobility, and harsh working environments, resulting in widespread suffering and the death of thousands 

of Koreans. 

By the end of World War II, the Korean economy was severely strained. U.S. military observers reported that 

factories were in poor condition due to the intense pressure to maximize wartime production. Equipment 

had deteriorated from overuse and insufficient maintenance. Additionally, extensive chemical production, 

particularly nitrogen-based compounds used for fertilizers and explosives, led to significant soil nutrient 

depletion, negatively impacting agricultural productivity. Overall, most Koreans found themselves trying 

to survive and improve their lives under an authoritarian colonial regime that prioritized the extraction 

and exploitation of labor and resources. Submission to colonial demands was often the only viable path 

under a system designed for economic exploitation, not development.

1.	 �To what extent do you agree with the perspective that wartime mobilisation during the 
Second Sino-Japanese War had detrimental effects on the economic and industrial 
�R�d�¤�d�Ó���;�ð�d�÷�t�‘���…�‘�����E�d�ø�5

���X Consider both short- and long-term effects.

Paper 3 Practice

III. �Social Impact on Korea  
of the Sino-Japanese War

Inquiry  
Question

To what extent did Korean society change as a result of the Second 
�‹�§�÷���Q�	�ø�;�ø�÷�d�c�d�‘�È�ø�E�5

During wartime, the Japanese sought to incorporate all Koreans into the empire, which warrants an 

investigation into how gender roles shifted and particularly how women experienced the Second-Sino 

Japanese War. Furthermore, Korean identity was suppressed by the Japanese through an imperialisation 
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policy aiming to secure Korean support for its war goals. As Korea’s economic role grew, Japan expanded 

its assimilation policies to impose Japanese values, language, and institutions. Strategies included  

educational reform, religious control, and language control, with the intent to destroy Korean national 

and social identity. Consider the extent of success that Japan had enforcing these policies and consider 

researching how many of these policies continued once the Japanese lost control of the peninsula. 

�•�d�÷�R�d�E�d�R�‘�_�±�;�d�E�§�d�÷�F�d�c
Gender roles and experiences are a key way to view and measure societal change. Women’s history is 

integral to understanding Korea from 1937-1945, especially in light of the horrific experiences of “comfort 

women” while still recognising that this sexual slavery does not represent all Korean women’s experiences. 

�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�È���ð�d�÷�‘�ƒ�÷�R�d�E�‘�	�ø�;�ø�÷�d�c�d�‘�‰���E�F�d�R�‘�‹�d�±�ƒ�ø�Ó�‘�‹�Ó�ø�¤�d�E�¶�‘
An estimated 80,000 to 200,000 Korean girls and women experienced the system of sexual slavery, known 

euphemistically as the “comfort station” system. Yoshiaki Yoshimi defines it as, “...a system of officially 

recognized sexual violence that victimized particular women and trampled upon their human rights.” The 

“comfort system” was not the wartime experience that all Korean women had, however, it is important 

to acknowledge the significance of this human rights abuse and war crime. The consequences of the 

Japanese military actions and the failure of the Japanese government to acknowledge legal responsibility 

as well as the government’s refusal to grant compensation to these victims continues to affect Japan and 

Korea’s international relationship to this day. 

Language and Knowledge

How does contested language shape the way historical narratives are constructed and 
�;�E���ð���t�d�R�5

�™�ø�c�Ë

�È�§�t�”�‘�¶���ƒ�E�‘�÷�d�§�Š�”�?���ƒ�E�{�‘�R�§�c�F�ƒ�c�c�‘�t�”�d�c�d�‘�…���Ó�Ó���¨�§�÷�Š�•

1.	 �I���÷�c�§�R�d�E�‘�t�”�d�‘�t�d�E�ð�‘�n�F���ð�…���E�t�‘�¨���ð�d�÷�o�‘�S�‘�¨�”�ø�t�‘�ø�E�d�‘�t�”�d�‘�F���÷�÷���t�ø�t�§���÷�c�‘���…�‘�t�”�§�c�‘�¨���E�R�5�‘

2.	 �T���d�c�‘�t�”�§�c�‘�ø�Ó�§�Š�÷�‘�¨�§�t�”�‘�t�”�d�‘�E�d�ø�Ó�§�t�¶�‘���…�‘�¨�”�ø�t�‘�t�”�d�c�d�‘�Š�§�E�Ó�c�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�¨���ð�d�÷�‘�d�±�;�d�E�§�d�÷�F�d�R�5�‘

�Å�÷�‘�t�”�§�c�‘�F�”�ø�;�t�d�E�{�‘�t�”�d�‘�t�d�E�ð�c�‘�n�F���ð�…���E�t�‘�¨���ð�d�÷�o�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�n�F���ð�…���E�t�‘�c�t�ø�t�§���÷�o�‘�”�ø�¤�d�‘�?�d�d�÷�‘�;�Ó�ø�F�d�R�‘�§�÷�‘�A�ƒ���t�ø�t�§���÷�‘
�ð�ø�E�Ë�c�‘�t���‘�d�ð�;�”�ø�c�§�Í�d�‘�t�”�d�‘�…�ø�F�t�‘�t�”�ø�t�‘�t�”�d�c�d�‘�t�d�E�ð�c�‘�”�ø�¤�d�‘�?�d�d�÷�‘�ƒ�c�d�R�‘�ø�c�‘�ø�‘�d�ƒ�;�”�d�ð�§�c�ð�{�‘�¨�”�§�F�”�‘�F���÷�F�d�ø�Ó�c�‘
and normalises the violence used against the women and girls in this system. 

There are many survivors who reject this terminology being used to describe their experiences.

 TOK Connection�5�5
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Investigating Historical Methods 

Historians use a variety of qualitative and quantitative methods to understand arguments. In 
this segment you will see how both qualitative and quantitative data is used to support analysis 
of the system of forced “sexual slavery.” Consider Yoshimi's usage of Hata Ikujiko’s statistics in 
his book Comfort Women pages 91-93 in the chart below. 

The Japanese Imperial Army attempted to cover up the “comfort women” system by destroying 
�R���F�ƒ�ð�d�÷�t�c�{�‘�¨�”�§�F�”�‘�ð�ø�Ë�d�c�‘�§�t�‘�R�§�…�…�§�F�ƒ�Ó�t�‘�t���‘�Ë�÷���¨�‘�t�”�d�‘�÷�ƒ�ð�?�d�E�‘���…�‘�¨���ð�d�÷�‘�ø�…�…�d�F�t�d�R�|�‘�¡�ø�t�ø�‘�Å�Ë�ƒ�Ã�§�Ë���‘
created a formula to try to grasp how many women were affected by using survivor testimony 
and military planning documents to show upper and lower limits. Ikujiko averaged the number 
���…�‘�ø�E�ð�¶�‘�c���Ó�R�§�d�E�c�‘�ø�c�‘���|���‘�ð�§�Ó�Ó�§���÷�‘�§�÷�‘���������‘�ø�÷�R�‘���|�����‘�ð�§�Ó�Ó�§���÷�‘�§�÷�‘���������|�‘�Å�t�‘�§�c�‘�§�ð�;���E�t�ø�÷�t�‘�t���‘�F���÷�c�§�R�d�E�‘�t�”�d�‘
�t�ƒ�E�÷���¤�d�E�‘�ø�c�c�ƒ�ð�;�t�§���÷�{�‘�ø�c�‘�t�”�d�‘�F���÷�R�§�t�§���÷�c�‘�¨�d�E�d�‘�c���‘�”���E�E�§�…�§�F�‘�t�”�ø�t�‘�ð�ø�÷�¶�‘�¨���ð�d�÷�‘�R�§�d�R�{�‘�…�Ó�d�R�{�‘���E�‘�¨�d�E�d�‘
rotated out of the stations. This resulted in the following estimates by Ikujiko.

�‹�Ë�§�Ó�Ó�c�‘�0�‘�I���ð�;�d�t�d�÷�F�§�d�c�‘���…�‘�ø�‘�¡�§�c�t���E�§�ø�÷�5

�_�c�t�§�ð�ø�t�d�c�‘���…�‘�+�ƒ�ð�?�d�E�‘���…�‘�n�I���ð�…���E�t�‘�È���ð�d�÷�o

Location 
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Soldiers Ratio of Soldiers  
to women

Turnover 
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Calculation 
method

Estimated  
number of 

women affected

General 
overseas  
Troops in  

Asia- Pacific  
War

���{�������{������
�;�E���ƒ�÷�R�d�R�‘
average  

from  
���������^���������E

���€���� none ���{�������{�������‘
�R�§�¤�§�R�d�R�‘����

�����{������

General 
Overseas  
Troops in  

Asia-Pacific

���{�������{������ ���€���� �����\ �����{�������£���|�� �����{������

Lowest 
possible 
Adjusted  

for smaller unit 
procurement

���{�������{������ ���€������

�­�¥�÷�R�d�E�d�c�t�§�ð�ø�t�d�­

�����\�‘ 
turnover

�����{�������‘�¡�‘
�§���{������

Estimated 
�����{������

�¥�;�;�d�E�‘�Ó�§�ð�§�t�‘
assumption 
Based upon  
���€�����‘�c�Ó���Š�ø�÷

���{�������{������ ���€���� �������\�‘ 
turnover

���{�������{�������‘
divided by 

�����£��

�§�������{������
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Not fixed but 
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kidnapping and 
sexual violence
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hundred  
percent  
turnover

Reported 
captivity  

from days  
�t���‘���¡�‘�¶�d�ø�E�c

�¥�÷�Ë�÷���¨�÷�‘�?�ƒ�t�‘
potentially very 

high number  
of additional  

victims

Chart 7
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Questions:

1.	 �È�”�ø�t�‘�c�ƒ�E�;�E�§�c�d�c�‘�¶���ƒ�‘�ø�?���ƒ�t�‘�t�”�d�‘�R�ø�t�ø�5�‘

2.	 ��È�”�d�÷�‘�ƒ�c�§�÷�Š�‘�A�ƒ�ø�÷�t�§�t�ø�t�§�¤�d�‘�R�ø�t�ø�{�‘�¨�”�¶�‘�ð�§�Š�”�t�‘�”�§�c�t���E�§�ø�÷�c�‘�;�E���¤�§�R�d�‘�?���t�”�‘�ð�§�÷�§�ð�ƒ�ð�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�ð�ø�±�§�ð�ƒ�ð�‘
�d�c�t�§�ð�ø�t�d�c�5�‘

Source A

���‘�n�F���ð�…���E�t�‘�¨���ð�ø�÷�j�c�o�‘�t�d�c�t�§�ð���÷�¶�‘�…�E���ð�‘���������‘�A�ƒ���t�d�R�‘�§�÷�‘�Õ���c�”�§�ð�§�{�‘Comfort Women�{�‘�������|�‘�‘

“I was deceived by an agent from the Korean Peninsula. I thought that comfort for the army 

meant comforting the troops by dancing and singing, and that would be all right. And the 

agent told me the same thing. When we crossed the border into China, [he] ordered me to “Take 

customers.” Without understanding what “taking customers” meant, I went to a customer’s 

house. With no warning, they raped me. I became desperate.”

Questions

1.	 �What does the testimony in Source Areveal about the recruitment and coercion of  
�n�F���ð�…���E�t�‘�¨���ð�d�÷�o�5

2.	 �How does this source challenge Japanese claims that women “volunteered” during  
�t�”�d�‘�¨�ø�E�5

3.	 �È�”�ø�t�‘�;���¨�d�E�‘�R�¶�÷�ø�ð�§�F�c�‘�?�d�t�¨�d�d�÷�‘�t�”�d�‘�ø�Š�d�÷�t�{�‘�t�”�d�‘�ø�E�ð�¶�{�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�t�”�d�‘�¨���ð�d�÷�‘�ø�E�d�‘�ð�ø�R�d�‘�¤�§�c�§�?�Ó�d�‘�”�d�E�d�5

4. 	 �How does this account help us understand the broader system of “sexual slavery” during 
�È�È�Å�Å�5

5.	 �¡���¨�‘�c�”���ƒ�Ó�R�‘�”�§�c�t���E�§�ø�÷�c�‘�R�d�ø�Ó�‘�¨�§�t�”�‘�”�§�Š�”�Ó�¶�‘�t�E�ø�ƒ�ð�ø�t�§�F�‘�c���ƒ�E�F�d�c�5�‘

Being a Historian

Historians work to synthesize the data from primary and secondary sources as well as from 
quantitative and qualitative data to develop a more complete analysis and understanding of 
events. 

Questions:

1.	 �How do historians balance the interpretation of qualitative narratives with the quantification 
���…�‘�R�ø�t�ø�‘�t�ø�Ë�d�÷�‘�…�E���ð�‘�§�÷�F���ð�;�Ó�d�t�d�‘�E�d�F���E�R�c�5

2.	 ��Å�÷�‘�¨�”�ø�t�‘�¨�ø�¶�c�‘�F�ø�÷�‘�A�ƒ�ø�Ó�§�t�ø�t�§�¤�d�‘�R�ø�t�ø�‘�ƒ�÷�R�d�E�c�F���E�d�‘�t�”�d�‘�c���F�§�ø�Ó�{�‘�F�ƒ�Ó�t�ƒ�E�ø�Ó�{�‘���E�‘�;�c�¶�F�”���Ó���Š�§�F�ø�Ó�‘�§�ð�;�ø�F�t�c�‘
���…�‘�”�§�c�t���E�§�F�ø�Ó�‘�d�¤�d�÷�t�c�5
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Established in 1931, the Japanese military set up 400 to 2,000 “comfort stations” across Asia as places 

for Japanese soldiers to have sexual relationships with girls and women. Girls as young as twelve were 

entrapped in this system that lasted the duration of the war. The majority of the girls and young women 

came from Korea. They were deceived or coerced into these stations under false promises of education or 

work [See source above] that were supported by the GGK and local police. Some survivors later testified 

that they were kidnapped and sold into enslavement. Once the women arrived in the military camps, the 

girls and women endured harsh and dehumanising conditions. Survivors reported being forced to have 

sexual intercourse from 10 to 60 times per day, depending on if battles were occurring. If women resisted, 

they were physically beaten into submission. This repeated sexual violence and physical abuse left many 

with deep and lasting trauma.

History as an Area of Knowledge — Ethical Considerations

1.	 �What responsibilities do historians have when teaching or discussing testimonies  
���…�‘�c�d�±�ƒ�ø�Ó�‘�¤�§���Ó�d�÷�F�d�5

2.	 �How does the sharing of personal testimony raise ethical tensions between  
�E�d�Q�t�E�ø�ƒ�ð�ø�t�§�Í�ø�t�§���÷�{�‘�E�d�ð�d�ð�?�E�ø�÷�F�d�{�‘�Ã�ƒ�c�t�§�F�d�{�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�”�d�ø�Ó�§�÷�Š�5

 TOK Connection�5�5

Furthermore, many girls and women were required to pay off loans for their living expenses. They were 

required to pay exorbitant prices for food, clothes, make up, and daily living expenses, and 40 to 60% of 

their wage was garnished illegally. For most women, there was no money left after the fees, if they received 

wages at all.

Some Korean “comfort women” attempted to escape from the stations. It was quite difficult, because if 

they were located in other parts of the empire, they were easily identified as non-native citizens and ran 

the risk of being killed as an enemy combatant. Most did not speak the local languages or know where 

to seek shelter. If caught, they were severely beaten, punished or even killed. Some sought to escape the 

physical and mental torment through the use of illegal drugs. Others attempted to fight back by kicking, 

screaming, and physically fighting and as a result, were often beaten harder.

At the end of the war, most “comfort women” were abandoned wherever they were located within the 

Japanese empire. There were a few instances where the US army helped to relocate women, but for the 

most part, many women stayed where they had been left to try to create a new life. Many women suffered 

lasting effects from sexually transmitted diseases and sterility as well as lasting mental health issues. 
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  Photo of “Comfort 
�¨���ð�d�÷�o�‘�t�ø�Ë�d�÷�‘�?�¶�‘�t�”�d�‘�¥�‹�‘
Army with a Chinese soldier 
�§�÷�‘���������|�‘�™�”�d�‘�;�E�d�Š�÷�ø�÷�t�‘
�¨���ð�ø�÷�{�‘�Õ���ƒ�÷�Š�Q�c�”�§�ð�‘�v�ø�E�Ë�{�‘
on the far left was one of 
the first women to testify 
in the 1990s about her 
�d�±�;�d�E�§�d�÷�F�d�c�|�‘�‹�”�d�{�‘�ø�Ó���÷�Š�‘
�¨�§�t�”�‘���t�”�d�E�c�{�‘�c���ƒ�Š�”�t�‘�Ã�ƒ�c�t�§�F�d�‘
for the thousands that could 
not speak up. 

Source: �¥�‹�‘�È�ø�E�‘
�T�d�;�ø�E�t�ð�d�÷�t�{�‘�n�v�E�§�c���÷�d�E�c�‘���…�‘
�È�ø�E�U�	�ø�;�ø�÷�d�c�d�‘�È���ð�d�÷�o�•�{�‘
�‹�d�;�t�d�ð�?�d�E�‘���{�‘���������{�‘�v�”���t���{�‘
�‹�d�;�t�d�ð�?�d�E�‘���{�‘���������{�‘ 
�‹�I�^�������������{�‘�¥�‹�‘�+�ø�t�§���÷�ø�Ó�‘
Archives.

The Japanese government listed the women as “military material” rather than by name and destroyed 

almost all records of the “comfort women” system. This erased their identities and obscured the scale 

of abuse. Testimonies by survivors like Gyeongsaeng Lee and Youngsook Kim first shared in the 1990s 

revealed the inhumanity they endured and challenged Japanese efforts to ignore or deny the past. This 

experience was not a uniquely Korean experience, as women from other conquered territories also 

experienced similar conditions while under sexual enslavement. The issue of forced sexual slavery 

remains a point of political contention between Japan and Korea.

�¡�§�c�t���E�¶�‘�ø�c�‘�ø�÷�‘���E�d�ø�‘���…�‘���÷���¨�Ó�d�R�Š�d�•�‘�¡�§�c�t���E�§�ø�÷�c�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�c�”�ø�;�§�÷�Š�‘���…�‘�”�§�c�t���E�§�F�ø�Ó�‘
narratives

The work of Japanese historian Yoshimi Yoshiaki on comfort women and sexual slavery in the 
Japanese military provides a significant example of how historians can question predominant 
historical narratives.

���…�t�d�E�‘�t�”�d�‘�…���E�ð�d�E�‘�¤�§�F�t�§�ð�c�‘���…�‘�c�d�±�ƒ�ø�Ó�‘�¤�§���Ó�d�÷�F�d�‘�F�ø�ð�d�‘�…���E�¨�ø�E�R�‘�§�÷�‘���������{�‘�	�ø�;�ø�÷�d�c�d�‘�”�§�c�t���E�§�ø�÷�‘�Õ���c�”�§�ð�§�‘
Yoshiaki grew frustrated with his government’s denial of legal responsibility for compensating 
the victims of sexual violence from the Second Sino-Japanese War. Aware that most records 
���…�‘�t�”�d�‘�n�F���ð�…���E�t�‘�c�¶�c�t�d�ð�o�‘�”�ø�R�‘�?�d�d�÷�‘�R�d�c�t�E���¶�d�R�‘�ø�t�‘�t�”�d�‘�d�÷�R�‘���…�‘�t�”�d�‘�¨�ø�E�{�‘�”�d�‘�t�ƒ�E�÷�d�R�‘�t���‘�t�”�d�‘�ø�E�F�”�§�¤�d�c�‘
���…�‘�t�”�d�‘�+�ø�t�§���÷�ø�Ó�‘�Å�÷�c�t�§�t�ƒ�t�d�‘�…���E�‘�T�d�…�d�÷�c�d�‘�‹�t�ƒ�R�§�d�c�‘���§�?�E�ø�E�¶�‘�§�÷�‘�c�d�ø�E�F�”�‘���…�‘�c�ƒ�E�¤�§�¤�§�÷�Š�‘�d�¤�§�R�d�÷�F�d�|�‘�™�”�d�E�d�{�‘�”�d�‘
initially discovered six documents that the Japanese government and military had organised 
�ø�÷�R�‘�ð�ø�§�÷�t�ø�§�÷�d�R�‘�t�”�§�c�‘�c�¶�c�t�d�ð�‘���…�‘�c�d�±�ƒ�ø�Ó�‘�c�Ó�ø�¤�d�E�¶�|�‘�@�¤�d�E�‘�t�§�ð�d�{�‘�����‘�ø�R�R�§�t�§���÷�ø�Ó�‘�R���F�ƒ�ð�d�÷�t�c�‘�¨�d�E�d�‘

 TOK Connection�5�5



246

discovered. The document’s discoveries combined with victim testimonies brought this issue 
�t���‘�t�”�d�‘�…���E�d�…�E���÷�t�‘���…�‘�;�ƒ�?�Ó�§�F�‘�R�d�?�ø�t�d�|�‘�Å�÷�‘�E�d�c�;���÷�c�d�{�‘�t�”�d�‘�	�ø�;�ø�÷�d�c�d�‘�Š���¤�d�E�÷�ð�d�÷�t�‘�§�c�c�ƒ�d�R�‘�ø�‘�Ó�ø�t�d�E�‘�¨�ø�Ó�Ë�d�R�Q
back apology in 1993.

�~�d�…�Ó�d�F�t�‘���÷�‘�Õ���c�”�§�ð�§�‘�Õ���c�”�§�ø�Ë�§�j�c�‘�R�§�c�F���¤�d�E�§�d�c�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�F���÷�c�§�R�d�E�‘�t�”�d�c�d�‘�Ë�÷���¨�Ó�d�R�Š�d�‘�A�ƒ�d�c�t�§���÷�c�•

1.	 ��¡���¨�‘�R���‘�d�t�”�§�F�ø�Ó�‘�A�ƒ�d�c�t�§���÷�c�‘�c�”�ø�;�d�‘�ð���R�d�E�÷�‘�R�d�?�ø�t�d�c�‘�ø�?���ƒ�t�‘�”�§�c�t���E�§�F�ø�Ó�‘�§�÷�Ã�ƒ�c�t�§�F�d�c�{�‘�ø�;���Ó���Š�§�d�c�‘ 
���E�‘�E�d�;�ø�E�ø�t�§���÷�c�5�‘

2.	 �What ethical questions emerge when a government or organizations within a country try  
�t���‘�R�d�÷�¶�‘���E�‘�E�d�¤�§�c�d�‘�”�§�c�t���E�¶�‘�…���E�‘�t�”�d�§�E�‘���¨�÷�‘�÷�ø�E�E�ø�t�§�¤�d�c�5�‘

3.	 �What is the responsibility for historians on shaping historical narratives and creating 
�Ë�÷���¨�Ó�d�R�Š�d�‘�?�¶�‘�c�”�ø�;�§�÷�Š�‘�t�”�d�‘�÷�ø�E�E�ø�t�§�¤�d�c�5�‘�‘

���™���€�‘�™�”�§�÷�Ë�§�÷�Š�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�~�d�c�d�ø�E�F�”�‘�‹�Ë�§�Ó�Ó�c

Source Activity Nine

This “comfort woman” 
statue is located in Seoul 
across the street from 
the former Japanese 
Embassy. It has its own 
police that guards the 
statue and is encircled  
by a protective barrier.

Questions:

1.	 �Why are particular locations chosen for the placement  
���…�‘�t�”�d�c�d�‘�c�t�ø�t�ƒ�d�c�5

2.	 ��È�”�ø�t�‘�…���E�ð�‘���…�‘�c�¶�ð�?���Ó�§�c�ð�‘�§�c�‘�;�E�d�c�d�÷�t�‘�§�÷�‘�t�”�d�c�d�‘�c�t�ø�t�ƒ�d�c�{�‘ 
�”���¨�‘�ø�E�d�‘�t�”�d�¶�‘�§�÷�t�d�÷�R�d�R�‘�t���‘�?�d�‘�§�÷�t�d�E�;�E�d�t�d�R�5�‘

3.	 �How do these statues function simultaneously  
�ø�c�‘�ð�d�ð���E�§�ø�Ó�c�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�ø�c�‘�;���Ó�§�t�§�F�ø�Ó�‘�c�t�ø�t�d�ð�d�÷�t�c�5�‘

4. 	 �How does the physical and political location of the statue 
�§�ð�;�ø�F�t�‘�t�”�d�‘�ð�d�ø�÷�§�÷�Š�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�E�d�F�d�;�t�§���÷�5�‘

5.	 �How can statues keep historical memory alive when 
���…�…�§�F�§�ø�Ó�‘�E�d�F���E�R�c�{�‘�ø�F�Ë�÷���¨�Ó�d�R�Š�d�ð�d�÷�t�c�{�‘���E�‘�ø�;���Ó���Š�§�d�c�‘�E�d�ð�ø�§�÷�‘
�§�÷�F���ð�;�Ó�d�t�d�‘���E�‘�F���÷�t�d�c�t�d�R�5

�_�±�t�d�÷�c�§���÷�•�‘�n�I���ð�…���E�t�‘�È���ð�d�÷�‘�‹�t�ø�t�ƒ�d�c�o�‘

Research “comfort women” statues – consider using  
�™�”�d�‘�I���÷�t�d�c�t�d�R�‘�¡�§�c�t���E�§�d�c�‘�Å�÷�§�t�§�ø�t�§�¤�d�{�‘�o�‹�t�ø�t�ƒ�d�‘���…�‘�v�d�ø�F�d�‘�§�÷�‘�‹���ƒ�t�”�‘
�����E�d�ø�o�{�‘�I���÷�t�d�c�t�d�R�‘�¡�§�c�t���E�§�d�c�‘�I�ø�c�d�‘�‹�t�ƒ�R�¶�‘�K�������‘�;�	�ø�÷�ƒ�ø�E�¶�‘���������<�{�‘
retrieved from https://contestedhistories.org/resources/case-
studies/statue-of-peace-in-seoul/ .

https://contestedhistories.org/resources/case-studies/statue-of-peace-in-seoul/
https://contestedhistories.org/resources/case-studies/statue-of-peace-in-seoul/
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���™���€�‘�™�”�§�÷�Ë�§�÷�Š�‘�‹�Ë�§�Ó�Ó�c

�‰�§�Š�”�t�§�÷�Š�‘�…���E�‘�	�ƒ�c�t�§�F�d�‘�^�‘�¡�ø�Ë�Q�c�ƒ�÷�‘���§�ð�j�c�‘�‹�t���E�¶

“I couldn’t come out and speak out when I was young, 

because of the shame. Shame was the first thing in my 

mind then. Now I’m older and it’s easier for me… since 

I’ve overcome those thoughts. But when I was younger, I 

was ashamed.. Wouldn’t you feel the same? The fact that 

you were taken to the Japanese military and used as a 

“comfort woman” instead of leading a life as others do. Is 

it acceptable? No, never! It’s ridiculous. Then the Korean 

people should’ve understand it and the high officials 

should’ve have done something about it. But instead, 

people disdained us, ignored us, treating the victims to be 

disgraceful and worthless. That’s why I kept weeping day 

�¾���ß ���ÿ�÷�ü�J �Ø�ã�ü�ÿ���ß �J�ü�ã �Ù���"�B�ã�ß �ß�"�"�>�B�» �A �c�ã�;�J �ÿ�� �B�ã�Ù�>�ã�J�¾ �A �ü�¾�ß ���"  

one to talk to. That’s how we lived... Because we survived, 

now the whole world (will know)…”

Now [2016] my mind is simple. All I want is revenge. To hear the words of repentance from 

those Japanese... that they are truly sorry for what they did to us. That is my only wish. I have 

nothing else.”

Questions:

1.	 �È�”�¶�‘�§�c�‘�¡�ø�Ë�Q�c�ƒ�÷�‘���§�ð�j�c�‘�t�d�c�t�§�ð���÷�¶�‘�c�§�Š�÷�§�…�§�F�ø�÷�t�‘�…���E�‘�ƒ�÷�R�d�E�c�t�ø�÷�R�§�÷�Š�‘�¨�ø�E�t�§�ð�d�‘�c�d�±�ƒ�ø�Ó�‘�¤�§���Ó�d�÷�F�d�5

2.	 ��¡���¨�‘�R�§�R�‘���§�ð�j�c�‘�R�d�F�§�c�§���÷�‘�t���‘�t�d�c�t�§�…�¶�‘�;�ƒ�?�Ó�§�F�Ó�¶�‘�t�E�ø�÷�c�…���E�ð�‘�;�ƒ�?�Ó�§�F�‘�ø�¨�ø�E�d�÷�d�c�c�{�‘�ð�d�ð���E�¶�‘�ø�÷�R�‘
�ø�F�t�§�¤�§�c�ð�‘�c�ƒ�E�E���ƒ�÷�R�§�÷�Š�‘�t�”�d�‘�§�c�c�ƒ�d�‘���…�‘�i�F���ð�…���E�t�‘�¨���ð�d�÷�j�5

3.	 �Why is knowledge of the historical context essential for interpreting Kim’s statements in 
���������‘�ø�÷�R�‘���������5

4. 	 �¡���¨�‘�F�ø�÷�‘���§�ð�j�c�‘�d�±�;�E�d�c�c�d�R�‘�R�d�c�§�E�d�‘�?�d�‘�ƒ�÷�R�d�E�c�t�����R�‘�ø�c�‘�;�ƒ�E�c�ƒ�§�t�‘���…�‘�E�d�c�t���E�ø�t�§�¤�d�‘�Ã�ƒ�c�t�§�F�d�5�‘

Source: �v�ø�E�Ë�{�‘�	�d���÷�Š�÷�ø�ð�{�‘�R�§�E�|�‘�™�‹�Q���|�‘�¡�ø�Ë�Q�‹�ƒ�÷�‘���§�ð�{�‘�ø�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�‹�ƒ�E�¤�§�¤���E�‘�È�”���‘�‰�§�E�c�t�‘�A�E���Ë�d�‘�‹�§�Ó�d�÷�F�d�‘�v�ƒ�?�Ó�§�F�Ó�¶�|�‘ 
�¥�I�����‘�I���‹�‘�Q�‘�I���ð�…���E�t�‘�È���ð�d�÷�‘�~�d�c���ƒ�E�F�d�‘�I�d�÷�t�d�E�{�‘���������|�‘�Å�§�R�d���‘�™�E�ø�÷�c�F�E�§�;�t�|�‘ 

�”�t�t�;�c�•�M�M�§�÷�t�d�E�÷�ø�t�§���÷�ø�Ó�|�ƒ�F�Ó�ø�|�d�R�ƒ�M�F�Ë�c�M�F�ø�E�d�M�F���ð�…���E�t�¨���ð�d�÷�©�c�;�d�ø�Ë�ƒ�;�M������������.

Photo Source:�‘�È�§�Ë�§�ð�d�R�§�ø�‘�@�;�d�÷�‘���F�F�d�c�c�{�‘���������‘���§�ð�‘�¡�ø�Ë�Q�c�ƒ�÷ testifies about the Japanese military comfort women on 
�#�A�I�l�c�‘�m�v�T�‘�+���t�d�?�����Ë�m�‘�ø�§�E�d�R�‘���÷�‘�‰�d�?�E�ƒ�ø�E�¶�‘�����{�‘���������|�‘�”�t�t�;�c�•�M�M�F���ð�ð���÷�c�|�¨�§�Ë�§�ð�d�R�§�ø�|���E�Š�M�¨�§�Ë�§�M�‰�§�Ó�d�•�\�_���\�A���\�����\�_�T�\�����\�����\

�_�I�\�����\���I�|�Ã�;�Š�‘

Source Activity Ten

https://international.ucla.edu/cks/care/comfortwomen_speakup/267562
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:%EA%B9%80%ED%95%99%EC%88%9C.jpg  
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:%EA%B9%80%ED%95%99%EC%88%9C.jpg  
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�™���‘�È�”�ø�t�‘�_�±�t�d�÷�t�‘�R�§�R�‘�t�”�d�‘�~���Ó�d�c�‘���…�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�È���ð�d�÷�‘�I�”�ø�÷�Š�d�‘�¥�÷�R�d�E�‘
�	�ø�;�ø�÷�d�c�d�‘�~�ƒ�Ó�d�5
Between 1937-1945, the role of women in Korea shifted in some areas and remained the same in others. 

While women under forced sexual slavery faced immense change and trauma in their experiences, this 

was not the experience for all Korean women. The Japanese continued to encourage Koreans to dismantle 

traditional Confucian gender separation, gain Japanese gendered education, and work for the Japanese 

war aims. Despite the coercion of colonial capitalism, there were Korean women that worked to further 

their own wellbeing and improve their station in life. 

���™���€�‘�™�”�§�÷�Ë�§�÷�Š�‘�‹�Ë�§�Ó�Ó�c

�I�”�ø�E�t�‘��

Source Activity Eleven

  The Change of Percentage of Korean Women in Industries on the Korean 
�v�d�÷�§�÷�c�ƒ�Ó�ø�‘���������^���������|�‘�™�”�§�c�‘�F�”�ø�E�t�‘�E�d�;�E�d�c�d�÷�t�c�‘�ø�¤�ø�§�Ó�ø�?�Ó�d�‘�R�ø�t�ø�‘�…���ƒ�÷�R�‘�§�÷�{�‘Fighting 
for the Enemy�{�‘�v�ø�Ó�ð�d�E�{�‘�������|�‘
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�A�¶�‘���������{�‘�t�”�d�E�d�‘�¨�d�E�d�‘���|���‘�ð�§�Ó�Ó�§���÷�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�¨���ð�d�÷�‘�d�ð�;�Ó���¶�d�R�‘�§�÷�‘�§�÷�R�ƒ�c�t�E�¶�‘�¨�§�t�”�§�÷�‘�����E�d�ø�|�‘

1.	 �What factors can help to explain the changes over time for Korean women workers in Korea 
�R�ƒ�E�§�÷�Š�‘�t�”�d�‘�‹�d�F���÷�R�‘�‹�§�÷���Q�	�ø�;�ø�÷�d�c�d�‘�È�ø�E�5�‘
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Source A: ��I�”���÷�Š�{�‘�¡�¶���÷�Q�?�ø�d�Ë�|�‘A History of Korean Women. The Academy of Korean 
�‹�t�ƒ�R�§�d�c�{�‘���������|�‘

“Women were also included in the Navy. Subjugated by the state and the military as “second-

class citizens (female),” women with healthy bodies and special skills could be employed with 

the permission of the pertinent minister. Nurses constituted the largest group, and most women 

who were mobilized were brutally overworked as office workers, telephone operators, and as 

women who prepared meals, did the laundry, and handled cargo.”
�”�t�t�;�c�•�M�M�¨�¨� �̈|�ø�Ë�c�|�ø�F�|�Ë�E�M�§�Ë���E�d�ø�M�F�ð�c�M�ƒ�c�E�M�¨�ø�;�M�c�d�Ó�d�F�t���;�Ó�F�t�÷�T�ø�t�ø�|�R���5�c�§�t�d���;�Ó�F�t�÷�Å�R�’�Ë���E�d�ø 

�~�d�…�d�E�d�÷�F�d�I�§�ø�_�÷�Š�0�E�d�…�d�E�d�÷�F�d�‹�d�A�’���������������0�ð�d�÷�ƒ�+���’���������������������0�Ó�ø�÷�Š�’�d�÷�Š�{�‘�;�ø�Š�d�{�‘������.

�‹���ƒ�E�F�d�‘�A�€�‘�Yi Okpun lived in the Kyonggi Province and was a part of the urban poor. 
This woman describes her experiences of trying to survive the war in a city. 

�Û�ˆ�ü�ã�i �B�ã���J ���i  �ü�O�B�Ø�¾���ß �J�" �Z�¾�÷�¾�B�¾���ÿ�¼ �J�" �¾ �Ù�"�¾�� ���ÿ���ã�» �>�ã �c�¾�B �÷�"���ã �ö�"�> �¾�Ø�"�O�J �¾ �i�ã�¾�>�» �¡�ü�ÿ���ã �ü�ã �c�¾�B 

away, we really had a hard time. Aigo, it was hard. If it hadn’t been for my mother’s mother, on 

Source Activity Twelve

Women were increasingly integrated into wartime industries, filling the positions of men sent to other 

parts of the Japanese empire. By 1945, over 1.2 million Korean women worked in areas such as mining, 

manufacturing, and construction as well as expanded roles in society such as teachers, shopkeepers, 

midwives, nurses, and radio announcers. Women tended to be placed into labor that was seen as more 

female in nature such as textiles, light industry, or food processing. As the war intensified, the GGK 

mandated women aged 13 to 50 to be called up for labor. This was especially harsh for rural female 

agricultural workers as they were expected to maintain levels of production, raise children, and work on the 

communal farms with less support as the men in their communities were mobilized for war. Furthermore, 

the poorest classes experienced the largest levels of mobilization showing an uneven experience of women 

from different classes. The semi-skilled and unskilled female workers had extremely low wages due to 

their gender and ethnicity. 

As a direct result of the introduction of the “volunteer” labor system, more families returned to the early 

marriage system after 1937. This meant that more girls and women were placed into arranged marriages 

to avoid conscription. The GGK allowed this because they hoped that Korean women would have more 

children to serve the Japanese empire. The purpose of empowering Korean women into the “modern” way 

was to ensure that these women became obedient, productive imperial citizens who produced obedient 

productive imperial citizens. Even though women gained skills and some education they previously 

did not have access to, were able to leave strictly domestic roles, and earn wages, the extent of change 

depended on class for many women. 

https://www.aks.ac.kr/ikorea/cms/usr/wap/selectAplctnData.do?siteAplctnId=korea ReferenceCiaEng&referenceSeq=5301188&menuNo=5010110000&lang=eng, page, 192
https://www.aks.ac.kr/ikorea/cms/usr/wap/selectAplctnData.do?siteAplctnId=korea ReferenceCiaEng&referenceSeq=5301188&menuNo=5010110000&lang=eng, page, 192
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the farm where I grew up coming up to Seoul and bringing with her some rice and other farm 

produce, we really would have starved. In those days, there were a lot of checkpoints and they 

were very careful and checked everything, but grandmother somehow got past them all and 

brought us food.”

Under the Black Umbrella�{�‘�������|�‘

�‹���ƒ�E�F�d�‘�I�€�‘�Kim Il Sung’s Autobiography — Written based upon earlier manuscripts and 
�÷���t�d�c�{�‘�”�§�c�‘���t�”�‘�¤���Ó�ƒ�ð�d�‘���…�‘With The Century was finished and published after 
Kim Il Sung’s death.

“In the days of the anti-Japanese revolution, women guerrillas also worked harder. They took 

part in every battle and cooked meals in addition. They carried most of the cooking utensils 

and provisions. When the men guerrillas sank with fatigue and fell asleep around the campfire, 

women did the needlework to mend the torn uniforms of the men. Tears could be stitched up, 

but burnt parts had to be patched. When pieces were not available, they cut the edges off their 

own skirts to patch the holes… They overcame difficulties as persistently as men guerrillas. 

In some aspects, they were even more persistent.” 

���§�ð�{�‘�Å�Ó�‘�‹�ƒ�÷�Š�{�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�™�”�d�‘�I�d�÷�t�E�ø�Ó�‘�I���ð�ð�§�t�t�d�d�‘���…�‘�t�”�d�‘�È���E�Ë�d�E�j�c�‘�v�ø�E�t�¶�‘���…�‘�����E�d�ø�|�‘With the Century: Reminiscences of Kim Il 
Sung�|�‘�‰���E�d�§�Š�÷�‘���ø�÷�Š�ƒ�ø�Š�d�c�‘�v�ƒ�?�Ó�§�c�”�§�÷�Š�‘�¡���ƒ�c�d�{�‘���������{�‘�������Q�������|

Questions:

1.	 ����F�F���E�R�§�÷�Š�‘�t���‘�‹���ƒ�E�F�d�‘���{�‘�¨�”�ø�t�‘�E���Ó�d�c�‘�R�§�R�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�¨���ð�d�÷�‘�;�d�E�…���E�ð�‘�¨�§�t�”�§�÷�‘�t�”�d�‘�	�ø�;�ø�÷�d�c�d�‘�¨�ø�E�‘
�c�¶�c�t�d�ð�5

2.	 ��È�”�ø�t�‘�R���d�c�‘�‹���ƒ�E�F�d�‘�A�‘�E�d�¤�d�ø�Ó�‘�ø�?���ƒ�t�‘�t�”�d�‘�§�ð�;�ø�F�t�‘���…�‘�¨�ø�E�‘���÷�‘�t�”�d�‘�R�ø�§�Ó�¶�‘�Ó�§�¤�d�c�‘���…�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�¨���ð�d�÷�{�‘
�;�ø�E�t�§�F�ƒ�Ó�ø�E�Ó�¶�‘�t�”���c�d�‘�…�E���ð�‘�ƒ�E�?�ø�÷�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�;�����E�d�E�‘�?�ø�F�Ë�Š�E���ƒ�÷�R�c�5

3.	 �¡���¨�‘�R���d�c�‘�‹���ƒ�E�F�d�‘�I�‘�;�E�d�c�d�÷�t�‘�t�”�d�‘�E���Ó�d�‘���…�‘�¨���ð�d�÷�‘�§�÷�‘�t�”�d�‘�ø�÷�t�§�Q�	�ø�;�ø�÷�d�c�d�‘�c�t�E�ƒ�Š�Š�Ó�d�5

IV. �Continuity vs Change in Japanese Assimilation 
Policies 

Inquiry  
Question

�‘�™���‘�¨�”�ø�t�‘�d�±�t�d�÷�t�‘�R�§�R�‘�	�ø�;�ø�÷�‘�c�ƒ�F�F�d�d�R�‘�§�÷�‘�c���F�§�ø�Ó�Ó�¶�‘�t�E�ø�÷�c�…���E�ð�§�÷�Š�‘�����E�d�ø�5

Japan attempted to assimilate Koreans in all areas including taking their brassware dishes to create 

weapons for the war and replacing them with ceramic dishes and utensils (See photos). The social policies 

expanded outside of the home and into attempted control of religion, naming, language, and education 

policies. The question for you to consider is how far these policies created lasting change in Korea. 
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�‹���ƒ�E�F�d�‘���€�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘�‘Source B:

Source Activity Thirteen

    Source: Photo Delivery of Brassware and replacement 
�F�d�E�ø�ð�§�F�‘�F�ƒ�;�{�‘�#�ƒ�c�d�ƒ�ð�‘���…�‘�I���÷�t�d�ð�;���E�ø�E�¶�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�¡�§�c�t���E�¶�{�‘�����|�‘

�����E�d�ø�÷�c�‘�¨�d�E�d�‘�…���E�F�d�R�‘�t���‘�n�R���÷�ø�t�d�o�‘�t�”�d�§�E�‘�t�ø�?�Ó�d�¨�ø�E�d�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�?�E�ø�c�c�¨�ø�E�d�‘�t���‘�”�d�Ó�;�‘�t�”�d�‘�	�ø�;�ø�÷�d�c�d�‘�¨�ø�E�‘�d�…�…���E�t�{�‘
and that was turned into torpedoes as shown above. People were then provided with ceramic 
replacements that had “decisive war” in Chinese characters and a torpedo stamped on them. 

Question:

1.	 �How did Japan’s wartime requisitioning of Korean household metalware function as a form 
���…�‘�ø�ƒ�t�”���E�§�t�ø�E�§�ø�÷�‘�F���÷�t�E���Ó�‘���¤�d�E�‘�d�¤�d�E�¶�R�ø�¶�‘�Ó�§�…�d�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�§�R�d�÷�t�§�t�¶�5�‘

2.	 ��¡���¨�‘�R���d�c�‘�t�”�d�‘�c�¶�ð�?���Ó�§�c�ð�‘�c�t�ø�ð�;�d�R�‘���÷�‘�t�”�d�‘�F�d�E�ø�ð�§�F�‘�?���¨�Ó�‘�D�‹���ƒ�E�F�d�‘�A�E�‘�E�d�…�Ó�d�F�t�‘�t�”�d�‘�;���Ó�§�t�§�F�ø�Ó�‘�ø�÷�R�‘
�§�R�d���Ó���Š�§�F�ø�Ó�‘�ø�§�ð�c�‘���…�‘�t�”�d�‘�	�ø�;�ø�÷�d�c�d�‘�¨�ø�E�t�§�ð�d�‘�E�d�Š�§�ð�d�5

Religious Assimilation Policies 
Starting in 1937, Japan intensified its effort to erase Korea’s spiritual and cultural identity for attempted 

unification with the Japanese Empire. The GGK labeled Confucianism, Shamanism, and Christianity as 

“uncivilised,” promoting Shintoism to center Korean identity on loyalty to the emperor.

Shinto shrine worship became mandatory by 1938, and it was framed as a patriotic act to force participation. 

Shaman shrines were converted into Shinto shrines and cultural rituals were replaced with imperial rites. 

Children in schools were forced to bow to the east, pray for Japan’s success, and revere the emperor as a 

divine figure. Even ration coupons were distributed at shrines to link survival with submission. 
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Christian doctrine, which emphasized the worship of one God, directly conflicted with enforced 

participation in Shinto rituals. Christians viewed this as idolatrous. Refusal of Shinto worship led to 

church closures, arrests, and torture. In 1938, the Presbyterian General Assembly was coerced into passing 

a resolution declaring shrine worship a “patriotic” act rather than a religious one. Over 2,000 Christians 

were arrested and at least 50 ministers died in prison. There were some religious leaders that complied 

while under duress. Shamanistic and Confucian traditions were also dismantled as shrines were destroyed 

or absorbed into the imperial cult. 

Japan’s religious policies aimed to break communal identities and enforce submission. Resistance, 

especially in urban areas, was met with harsh repression through school closures, arrests, prison, torture, 

and social exclusion. Ultimately, the Japanese regime’s religious policies were a tool of cultural erasure 

and control, and religious groups bore the brunt of state violence for their refusal to abandon their faiths. 

�>�"�c�ã�b�ã�>�¼ �¾�ö�J�ã�> �N�¾�;�¾���Þ�B �B�O�>�>�ã���ß�ã�>�¼ ���"�B�J �€�ü�ÿ���J�" �B�ü�>�ÿ���ã�B �ÿ�� �P�"�>�ã�¾ �c�ã�>�ã �¾�Ø�¾���ß�"���ã�ß �"�> �ß�ã�B�J�>�"�i�ã�ß�» 

���™���€�‘�™�”�§�÷�Ë�§�÷�Š�‘�‹�Ë�§�Ó�Ó�c

Hildi Kang describes an interview with a Korean man about his experiences with liberation in 
�����E�d�ø�‘�§�÷�‘���ƒ�Š�ƒ�c�t�‘���…�‘���������‘

“Another person, remembering that day [August 15] seemed to speak for all Koreans. ‘I never 

talk about it,’ he said. ‘To talk is to remember - dare I remember? Even after all these years, 

�A �c�ÿ���� �B�ã�ã �¾���ß �ü�ã�¾�> �ÿ�J �¾�÷�¾�ÿ���»�Þ �>�ÿ�B �÷�¾�q�ã �Ø�ã�Ù�¾���ã �O���ö�"�Ù�O�B�ã�ß�¼ �ü�ã �;�¾�O�B�ã�ß�¼ �¾���ß �ö�ÿ���¾�����i �Ù�"���J�ÿ���O�ã�ß�» 

‘Surprise - Joy- anticipation- fear - pathos- anger! All of them. All at once. I remember… ‘ Tears 

began to slide from his eyes to his cheeks. 

‘I remember the bonfires,” he said. “Many Shinto shrines quickly became objects of that anger. 

Crowds rushed up the steps, past the Torrii gates, carrying axes and ropes. They tore down the 

wooden shrines, hacked them to pieces and right there on the wide courtyards they burned 

them to the ground.’

Bonfires! What an appropriate way to help extinguish the gloom cast for over thirty-five years 

by the black umbrella of Japanese rule.” 
Under the Black Umbrella�{�������|

Questions:

1.	 �How does the destruction of shrines represent a change from the past and what 
�F���÷�t�§�÷�ƒ�§�t�§�d�c�‘�ð�ø�¶�‘�”�ø�¤�d�‘�E�d�ð�ø�§�÷�d�R�‘�ø�…�t�d�E�‘�Ó�§�?�d�E�ø�t�§���÷�5�‘

2.	 �How might the sudden collapse of Japanese authority have contributed to both celebration 
�ø�÷�R�‘�ø�÷�Š�d�E�‘�…���E�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�c�‘�§�÷�‘���ƒ�Š�ƒ�c�t�‘���������5�‘

Source Activity Fourteen
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Name Change Policies
In 1939, GGK issued Ordinance number 19, ordering Koreans to create a Japanese style family name or 

�Ø�³�Ø�‡�‹. This was followed by Ordinance number 20, or kaimei, in February 1940 to encourage Koreans to 

change their first names prior to August 1940 to Japanese style. Although these policies were voluntary, 

there was increasing coercion carried out by the Japanese. The Japanese discriminated against those 

that did not adopt the new system by connecting the naming policies with being able to have waged labor, 

access to healthcare, and attending schools. The Japanese goal was to try and break Korean ancestral ties 

that is normally a key part of Korean naming conventions as a form of erasing Korean cultural identity. 

Some Koreans complied by finding ways to incorporate their Korean name into the new Japanese one, 

either by translation or finding a similar character. Rural Koreans often ignored the policy, while others 

mocked and resisted the policy by adopting absurd or demeaning names like “dog,” or “cow.” Some used 

subversive names like Sungil meaning “victory over Japan,” though they were quickly forced to change 

them. The name law had little lasting impact, as resistance was widespread and the timeframe was too 

short to erase the long term kinship naming traditions. Choe Yisan stated that the day after liberation, 

teachers took roll at school and changed student names back to Korean. Furthermore, the US military 

government legally reinstated Korean names in 1946. 

�+���#�_�‘�I�¡���+�•�_�‹�‘�a�‘���@�~�_���+�‘�™�@�‘�	���v���+�_�‹�_

Korean Name
Character and Meaning

�	�ø�;�ø�÷�d�c�d�‘�+�ø�ð�d�‘ 
and Meaning

Reason for Choice

Kim #ì
gold

Kanekuni ¡�3´
gold country

Retain “gold” #ì  but use its 
Japanese pronunciation

Kanczawa ¡�_•
gold pond

Retain “gold” #ì
A popular Japanese name

Kaneshiro��¡�4Å
gold castle

Retain “gold” #ì

�‘�‘�‹���ð�d�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�c�‘�t�����Ë�‘�	�ø�;�ø�÷�d�c�d�‘�÷�ø�ð�d�c�‘�§�÷�‘�ø�÷�‘�ø�E�?�§�t�E�ø�E�¶�‘�…�ø�c�”�§���÷�{�‘���…�t�d�÷�‘�R�d�…�§�ø�÷�t�Ó�¶�‘�§�Ó�Ó���Š�§�F�ø�Ó�|�‘�Å�÷�‘�t�”�d�‘�÷�ø�ð�d�‘�F�”�ø�÷�Š�d�c�‘�t�”�ø�t�‘
�…���Ó�Ó���¨�{�‘�”���¨�d�¤�d�E�{�‘���÷�d�‘�F�ø�÷�‘�c�d�d�‘�t�”�d�‘�d�…�…���E�t�‘�ð�ø�R�d�‘�?�¶�‘�§�÷�t�d�E�¤�§�d�¨�d�d�c�‘�t���‘�”���Ó�R�‘���÷�‘�t���‘�t�”�d�§�E�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�”�d�E�§�t�ø�Š�d�|

Education Policies 
The largest assimilation policy in colonial Korea focused on education and language to unify Korea and 

Japan. In 1937, only a third of Korean children attended school, but GGK policy expanded public education 

and mandated Japanese as the sole language. Korean was banned in schools and after the war, some 

�B�J�O�ß�ã���J�B �ü�¾�ß �J�" �>�ã���ã�¾�>�� �ÿ�J�» �ˆ�ü�ã �9�9�P ���ÿ�����ã�ß �>�¾���÷�O�� �J�" ���¾�J�ÿ�"���¾���ÿ�B���¼ �;�O���ÿ�B�ü�ÿ���÷ �J�ü�"�B�ã �c�ü�" �O�B�ã�ß �ÿ�J�» �A�� �‹�“�Ž�Œ�¼ 

�•�• ���ã�¾�ß�ã�>�B �"�ö �J�ü�ã �P�"�>�ã�¾�� �R�¾���÷�O�¾�÷�ã �€�"�Ù�ÿ�ã�J�i �c�ã�>�ã �¾�>�>�ã�B�J�ã�ß �¾���ß �J�"�>�J�O�>�ã�ß �ö�"�> �;�>�"���"�J�ÿ���÷ �>�¾���÷�O���» 
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Students were trained to be loyal Japanese subjects, taught to value the group over the individual, revere 

the emperor, and embrace the Japan-Korea “brotherhood.” Education reinforced Korean “inferiority,” 

stressing cooperation, industrial labor and obedience to colonial law as patriotic duties. Japanese language 

instruction aimed to prepare Koreans as soldiers and workers, while martial arts was introduced after 

�‹�“�Ž�Š �J�" �ö�"�B�J�ã�> ���ÿ���ÿ�J�¾�>�i �B�;�ÿ�>�ÿ�J�» �>�"�c�ã�b�ã�>�¼ �J�ü�ã�B�ã �;�"���ÿ�Ù�ÿ�ã�B �c�ã�>�ã �O���ß�ã�>�Ù�O�J �Ø�i �c�¾�>�J�ÿ���ã �ß�ÿ�B�>�O�;�J�ÿ�"���B�¼ �ö�"�> �ã�h�¾���;���ã�¼ 

schoolchildren were mobilized into working in factories in 1944 and 1945. Many Koreans were illiterate or 

left school or attended secret Korean language schools, raising doubts about how effective GGK’s language 

assimilation policies truly were. 

Despite pervasive attempts at cultural assimilation and profound wartime suffering, especially among 

women, the fundamental fabric of Korean society, including both its language and national identity, proved 

resilient. This indicated that the social changes, though deeply felt, were not wholly enduring. 

�_�c�c�ø�¶�‘�‹�Ë�§�Ó�Ó�c�‘�A�ƒ�§�Ó�R�d�E

Timed Full Essay Practice

Approaches to Learning Skills: Self Management and Planning

�¥�;�‘�t���‘�t�”�§�c�‘�;���§�÷�t�{�‘�¶���ƒ�‘�”�ø�¤�d�‘�Ó�d�ø�E�÷�d�R�‘�”���¨�‘�t���‘�;�Ó�ø�÷�{�‘���ƒ�t�Ó�§�÷�d�{�‘�R�d�¤�d�Ó���;�‘�¨�d�Ó�Ó�‘�E�d�ø�c���÷�d�R�‘�ø�E�Š�ƒ�ð�d�÷�t�c�‘�ø�÷�R�‘
how to apply the paper 3 rubric. The final step is to be able to accomplish these steps in an hour 
time frame as required for your IB exam. Time management is essential for success in the paper 3 
�d�±�ø�ð�|�‘�T�d�;�d�÷�R�§�÷�Š�‘���÷�‘�¶���ƒ�E�‘�¨�E�§�t�§�÷�Š�‘�c�;�d�d�R�{�‘�t�”�§�c�‘�§�c�‘�ø�‘�c�ƒ�Š�Š�d�c�t�d�R�‘�t�§�ð�d�‘�?�E�d�ø�Ë�R���¨�÷�‘�…���E�‘���÷�d�‘�d�c�c�ø�¶�|

Select One of the Paper 3 Practice Questions: 

1.	 �“Korean society was fundamentally transformed by the Second Sino-Japanese War.”  
�™���‘�¨�”�ø�t�‘�d�±�t�d�÷�t�‘�R���‘�¶���ƒ�‘�ø�Š�E�d�d�‘�¨�§�t�”�‘�t�”�§�c�‘�c�t�ø�t�d�ð�d�÷�t�5

2.	 �™���‘�¨�”�ø�t�‘�d�±�t�d�÷�t�‘�R�§�R�‘�Ó�§�¤�d�c�‘�F�”�ø�÷�Š�d�‘�§�÷�‘�����E�d�ø�‘�R�ƒ�E�§�÷�Š�‘�t�”�d�‘�‹�d�F���÷�R�‘�‹�§�÷���Q�	�ø�;�ø�÷�d�c�d�‘�È�ø�E�5

Paper 3 Practice

�‹�ƒ�Š�Š�d�c�t�d�R�‘�™�§�ð�d�‘�A�E�d�ø�Ë�R���¨�÷�‘�…���E�‘�v�ø�;�d�E�‘��

2 Minutes Reading and selecting the question carefully

8 Minutes Brainstorming and planning your answer

���‘�#�§�÷�ƒ�t�d�c Write introduction with thesis statement

�����‘�#�§�÷�ƒ�t�d�c
���^���‘�?���R�¶�‘�v�_�_���‘�;�ø�E�ø�Š�E�ø�;�”�c�‘�d�÷�c�ƒ�E�§�÷�Š�‘�§�÷�F�Ó�ƒ�c�§���÷�‘���…�‘�ø�‘�F���ƒ�÷�t�d�E�‘�ø�E�Š�ƒ�ð�d�÷�t
�;�ø�E���ƒ�÷�R�‘���^�����‘�ð�§�÷�ƒ�t�d�c�‘�;�d�E�‘�ø�E�Š�ƒ�ð�d�÷�t�<�‘

���‘�#�§�÷�ƒ�t�d�c Reasoned Conclusion

���‘�#�§�÷�ƒ�t�d�c Review and Edit
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V. Liberation and New Governments

Inquiry  
Question

�™���‘�¨�”�ø�t�‘�d�±�t�d�÷�t�‘�R�§�R�‘�t�”�d�‘�F�§�E�F�ƒ�ð�c�t�ø�÷�F�d�c�‘�Ó�d�ø�R�§�÷�Š�‘�ƒ�;�‘�t���‘�ø�÷�R�‘�R�ƒ�E�§�÷�Š�‘�����E�d�ø�j�c�‘�Ó�§�?�d�E�ø�t�§���÷�‘ 
�§�÷�‘���������‘�d�÷�ø�?�Ó�d�‘�t�”�d�‘�d�c�t�ø�?�Ó�§�c�”�ð�d�÷�t�‘���…�‘�‹�¶�÷�Š�ð�ø�÷�‘�~�”�d�d�‘�ø�÷�R�‘���§�ð�‘�Å�Ó�‘�‹�ƒ�÷�Š�j�c�‘�E�d�Š�§�ð�d�c�5�‘

By 1942, Korea’s strategic location made it central to US, Soviet, and Chinese interests, but each envisioned 

a different postwar future. The US, wary of Soviet influence and mistakenly estimating 30,000 communist 

guerrillas in Manchuria, feared a failed trusteeship and prepared for full military occupation, asserting the 

need for primary control of Korea and ousting the Japanese colonizers. The consequences of the decisions 

starting in 1942 had long term consequences for Korea. 

Allied Planning and the Conferences
Korea had a long history of capable self rule and governance of which Americans were quite ignorant. According 

to Kornel Change, President Roosevelt claimed that Korea would “need some period of apprenticeship before 

full independence might be attained, perhaps forty years.” The idea was that a more “civilized” nation would 

“tutor” another nation. Roosevelt had already followed the 47 year tutelage in the Philippines, which guided his 

thought process. Therefore, he wrongly believed that colonised peoples were not prepared to rule themselves.  

Furthermore, in 1942, Roosevelt wrote a letter to Jiang Jieshi stating that China, the US, Britain, and the USSR 

would become the “four big policemen of the world” after the war and would require all nations to be involved 

in a trusteeship with Korea. This was reaffirmed at a meeting in March 1943 with British Foreign Secretary 

Anthony Eden and Roosevelt as they prepared for the December Cairo Conference. 

���™���€�‘�™�”�§�÷�Ë�§�÷�Š�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�~�d�c�d�ø�E�F�”�‘�‹�Ë�§�Ó�Ó�c

Cairo Declaration

�™�ø�c�Ë�c

1.	 �Read the different draft versions of the Cairo Declarations and identify the differences 
between the versions.

2.	 �Conduct further research to explain why Roosevelt and Churchill supported these  
proposed changes. 

3.	 Analyze the final wording of the Cairo Declaration and assess its significance for Korea.

���ð�d�E�§�F�ø�÷�‘�‰�§�E�c�t�‘�T�E�ø�…�t�‘�a�‘�I�ø�§�E���‘�T�d�F�Ó�ø�E�ø�t�§���÷�• “…Japan will also be expelled from all other territories 

which she has taken by violence and greed. The aforesaid Three Great Powers, mindful of the 

enslavement of the people of Korea, at the earliest possible moment after the downfall of Japan, 

Korea shall become free and independent.”
Quoted in Chang A Fractured Liberation�{�‘����

Source Activity Fifteen



256

Roosevelt Second Draft —  Cairo Declaration: “…Japan will also be expelled from all other territories 

which she has taken by violence and greed. The aforesaid Three Great Powers, mindful of the 

enslavement of the people of Korea, are determined at the proper moment after the downfall of 

Japan, Korea shall become free and independent..” 

�‰�§�÷�ø�Ó�‘�Å�d�E�c�§���÷�‘�¨�§�t�”�‘�A�E�§�t�§�c�”�‘�Å�÷�;�ƒ�t�{�‘�T�d�F�d�ð�?�d�E�‘���{�‘���������Q�~�d�F���E�R�c�‘���…�‘�t�”�d�‘�T�d�;�ø�E�t�ð�d�÷�t�‘���…�‘�‹�t�ø�t�d�‘
�~�d�Ó�ø�t�§�÷�Š�‘�t���‘�È���E�Ó�R�‘�È�ø�E�‘�Å�Å�{�‘���������Q���������|�‘

“ …Japan will also be expelled from all other territories which she has taken by violence and 

greed. The aforesaid Three Great Powers, mindful of the enslavement of the people of Korea,  

are determined that in due course, Korea shall become free and independent.” 

Recognizing it could not defeat Axis powers alone, the US coordinated wartime and postwar strategy 

with its allies. At the 1943 Cairo Conference, Roosevelt, Churchill, and Jiang Jieshi pledged that Korea 

would “in due course” become “free and independent,” though the vague timeline reflected Korea’s low 

priority. The Allies agreed to place Korea under tutelage after Japan fell. Stalin’s absence and US officials’ 

unfamiliarity with Korea underscored a lack of concrete planning from the series of allied conferences.

Atomic Bombings and Liberation
�ˆ�ü�ã �¾�J�"���ÿ�Ù �Ø�"���Ø�ÿ���÷�B �"�ö �>�ÿ�>�"�B�ü�ÿ���¾ �¾���ß �Z�¾�÷�¾�B�¾���ÿ�¼ �Ù�"���Ø�ÿ���ã�ß �c�ÿ�J�ü �J�ü�ã �€�"�b�ÿ�ã�J �ÿ���b�¾�B�ÿ�"�� �"�ö �X�¾���Ù�ü�O�>�ÿ�¾ �"�� 

August 8, 1945, accelerated Japan’s surrender. On August 15, 1945, Korea was freed from Japanese imperial 

rule, but without an allied plan for immediate self-governance.

The Soviet advance forced the US to act quickly. On August 24, the Red Army crossed the 38th parallel. 

To prevent total Soviet control, American planners proposed dividing the peninsula at the 38th parallel, 

securing Seoul. Debate persists over whether this was a hasty military decision or the result of lobbying 

by Korean exiles such as Rhee to bring American support. When US forces arrived on September 8, 1945, 

the Soviets returned to the 38th parallel. At this point, both powers assumed the division was temporary. 

Research and Reflection

1.	 �Which countries were occupied and divided in the European and Asian threatres of World 
�È�ø�E�‘�Å�Å�5�‘

2.	 �È�”�§�F�”�‘�ø�R�R�§�t�§���÷�ø�Ó�‘�F���ƒ�÷�t�E�§�d�c�‘�R�§�R�‘�t�”�d�‘���Ó�Ó�§�d�R�‘�;���¨�d�E�c�‘�;�Ó�ø�÷�‘�t���‘���F�F�ƒ�;�¶�{�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�…���E�‘�¨�”�ø�t�‘�E�d�ø�c���÷�c�5

3.	 Research the main theories explaining why and how Korea was divided.

��• ��I���÷�c�§�R�d�E�‘�t�”�d�‘�E���Ó�d�c�‘���…�‘�¨�ø�E�t�§�ð�d�‘�ø�Š�E�d�d�ð�d�÷�t�c�{�‘�?�d�Š�§�÷�÷�§�÷�Š�‘�I���Ó�R�‘�È�ø�E�‘�t�d�÷�c�§���÷�c�{�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�R�d�F�§�c�§���÷�c�‘
made by external powers.

�‹�Ë�§�Ó�Ó�c�‘�0�‘�I���ð�;�d�t�d�÷�F�§�d�c�‘���…�‘�ø�‘�¡�§�c�t���E�§�ø�÷�5
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Political Vacuum and Factionalism: The establishment of Syngman 
�~�”�d�d�‘�ø�÷�R�‘���§�ð�‘�Å�Ó�‘�‹�ƒ�÷�Š�j�c�‘�•���¤�d�E�÷�ð�d�÷�t�c

  A photo of released prisoners from colonial jails after Japan’s surrender was announced. 
�n�v�E�§�c���÷�d�E�‘�~�d�Ó�d�ø�c�d�o�‘���ƒ�Š�ƒ�c�t�‘�����{�‘���������|�‘�È�§�Ë�§�ð�d�R�§�ø�‘���;�d�÷�‘���F�F�d�c�c�‘�”�t�t�;�c�•�M�M�d�÷�|�¨�§�Ë�§�;�d�R�§�ø�|���E�Š�M�¨�§�Ë�§�M�+�ø�t�§���÷�ø�Ó�©���§�?�d�E�ø�t�§���÷�©�T�ø�¶�©
���…�©�����E�d�ø�K�M�ð�d�R�§�ø�M�‰�§�Ó�d�•�v�E�§�c���÷�©�~�d�Ó�d�ø�c�d�©���…�©�����E�d�ø�÷�©�ø�F�t�§�¤�§�c�t�c�|�	�v�•

Post-liberation Korea faced economic devastation and social dislocation. Widespread unrest followed, 

driven by returning Koreans demanding political and land reforms.

In September, nationalist leader Lyuh Woon-hyung was approached by the GGK to set up a new government. 

The Committee for the Preparation of Korean Independence formed local people’s committees across 

the peninsula. These bodies, backed by the Soviets, enacted reforms and chose Rhee as president to 

unite the different factions. The newly declared Korean People’s Republic had 145 people’s committees 

that issued a 27 point program for social, economic, and political reforms, including land redistribution. 

These committees, while having socialist leanings, represented what the Korean people wanted and were 

democratically elected, which showed a unified front government. The old guard Korean communist  

leaders remained in and around Seoul, which allowed for Kim Il Sung and the Yanan Korean Communists 

to gain more power influence with the Soviets. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Liberation_Day_of_Korea#/media/File:Prison_Release_of_Korean_activists.JPG
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Liberation_Day_of_Korea#/media/File:Prison_Release_of_Korean_activists.JPG
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The US made a number of missteps in the early liberation period. The first was the rejection of this self-

declared government, preferring exiled nationalists like Rhee and supporting the conservative, elitist 

Korean Democratic Party to ascend after the American military government. The second was the US 

military retained Japanese colonial structures, including 80% of the hated colonial police force as the US 

reversed the decolonisation processes. This ultimately caused further unrest among the Korean people. 

Rhee, seen as pro-American and anti-communist, gained American support. Meanwhile, Kim Il Sung, 

backed by the Soviets, emerged as the North’s leader. Though neither leader was easily controlled by their 

patrons, both eliminated moderates and entrenched hardline ideologies, making compromise difficult as 

both sides wanted complete control of a unified Korea. 

In late 1945, the US diverged from the trusteeship plan, creating the US Army Military Government in 

�P�"�>�ã�¾ �Ì�•�€�X�9�A�P�Í �O���ß�ã�> �J�ü�ã �>�ÿ�÷�ÿ�ß �9�ã���ã�>�¾�� �>�"�ß�÷�ã�» �ˆ�ü�ÿ�B ���ÿ���ÿ�J�¾�>�i �÷�"�b�ã�>�����ã���J �ü�¾�ß �Ø�ã�ã�� �J�>�¾�ÿ���ã�ß �J�" �"�Ù�Ù�O�;�i 

Japan but ended up being diverted to Korea. Civil servants arrived a month late with only one hour of 

training on the history of Korea, which resulted in Korea being treated as an enemy nation to be occupied, 

rather than as a nation that had suffered under exploitative colonial rule. The USMGIK outlawed Korean 

governments including the KPG and the Committee, while backing Rhee and rightist parties as future 

leaders. This deepened divisions. Furthermore, the military government reversed the reorganisation of 

factories and revoked the ability to strike. They also repossessed the 875,000 acres of formerly Japanese 

owned land that had been redistributed through the People’s Committees and insisted that the land had 

to be bought at a fair price. The USMGIK could not provide adequate responses when Koreans asked why 

they had to pay when the Japanese had seized ancestral lands without payments. The unpopular military 

government treated Korea with an undeserved heavy hand for a country that was under occupation for 

35 years, and anti-American sentiment continued to grow. 

Entrenched Division and The Moscow Conference 
�ˆ�ü�ã �ÿ���Ù�>�ã�¾�B�ã�ß �ß�ÿ�b�ÿ�B�ÿ�"���B �"��  �J�ü�ã �;�ã���ÿ���B�O���¾ �;�>�"���;�J�ã�ß �9�ã���ã�>�¾�� �>�"�ß�÷�ã �J�" �>�ã�Ù�"�����ã���ß �J�ü�¾�J �J�ü�ã �•�€ �Ù�"���ã �J�" 

an agreement with the Soviet Union. The agreement stated both sides should withdraw from Korea and 

�¾�����"�c �ö�"�> �P�"�>�ã�¾���B �J�" �ö�ÿ���ß �J�ü�ã�ÿ�> �"�c�� �;�¾�J�ü �ö�"�>�c�¾�>�ß�» �>�"�ß�÷�ã �ß�ÿ�ß ���"�J �Ø�ã���ÿ�ã�b�ã �J�ü�¾�J �J�ü�ã �B�ÿ�J�O�¾�J�ÿ�"�� �c�"�O���ß �ÿ���;�>�"�b�ã 

�c�ÿ�J�ü �Ø�"�J�ü �B�ÿ�ß�ã�B �"�� �J�ü�ã �Ù�"���J�ÿ���ã���J�¼ �¾���ß �>�"�ß�÷�ã�Þ�B �¾�ß�b�ÿ�Ù�ã �c�¾�B �ÿ�÷���"�>�ã�ß �Ø�i �J�ü�ã �•�€ �÷�"�b�ã�>�����ã���J�»

The December 1945 Moscow Conference formalized a reduced five year joint trusteeship between the US 

and USSR. The US did not want to be responsible for a permanent division of Korea, which is why they 

compromised for a five year trusteeship, as the Soviets wanted immediate Korean freedom. Koreans across 

the political spectrum opposed trusteeship, saw the Moscow Communique as a betrayal, and demanded 

immediate independence. Ordinary citizens peacefully protested, with some ripping down American 

flags at night. 

Meanwhile, the US and USSR continued to back rival governments, Rhee in the South and Kim Il Sung in 

the North, reinforcing the division. As Bruce Cumings notes, by then it was “too late,” US support for elites 

and rejection of grassroots movements contrasted with Soviet support for local committees and reforms. 

This divergence cemented the political and ideological split on the peninsula.  
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The circumstances surrounding Korea’s liberation, the wartime planning that excluded Korean voices, 

and the sudden absence of clear government authority created a power vacuum in August 1945 and the 

rapid US-Soviet occupation enabled the post war rise of Syngman Rhee and Kim Il Sung. Both men were 

products of external selection shaped by Cold War foundations. Yet their consolidation of power reflected 

the dynamics of Korean factionalism and resistance towards imposed trusteeship. The liberation process 

created conditions where superpower backed regimes emerged in 1948 and laid the foundation for division 

and the future ongoing conflict. 

1.	 ��™���‘�¨�”�ø�t�‘�d�±�t�d�÷�t�‘�R�§�R�‘�§�÷�t�d�E�÷�ø�Ó�‘�R���ð�d�c�t�§�F�‘�…�ø�F�t���E�c�{�‘�E�ø�t�”�d�E�‘�t�”�ø�÷�‘�d�±�t�d�E�÷�ø�Ó�‘�§�÷�…�Ó�ƒ�d�÷�F�d�c�{�‘�R�d�t�d�E�ð�§�÷�d�‘
the political systems established under Syngman Rhee and Kim Il Sung in post-liberation 
�����E�d�ø�5

Paper 3 Practice

Conclusion
Korea experienced increased exploitation during the Second Sino-Japanese War. This time period deepened 

�;�"���ÿ�J�ÿ�Ù�¾�� �>�ã�;�>�ã�B�B�ÿ�"���¼ �ã�Ù�"���"���ÿ�Ù �ã�h�J�>�¾�Ù�J�ÿ�"���¼ �¾���ß �¾�J�J�ã���;�J�ã�ß �B�"�Ù�ÿ�¾�� �¾�B�B�ÿ���ÿ���¾�J�ÿ�"�� �;�"���ÿ�Ù�ÿ�ã�B�» �>�"�c�ã�b�ã�>�¼ �J�ü�ÿ�B �J�ÿ���ã 

period also became a catalyst for Korean leaders abroad to redefine the Korean independence movement 

and position themselves as future leaders with Kim Il Sung in the North and Syngman Rhee in the US. 

Despite the social and economic repression Koreans resisted through underground movements and cultural 

preservation efforts. Ultimately, the consequences of the Second Sino Japanese War have had long lasting 

repercussions for the Korean peninsula. 
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�™���‘�¨�”�ø�t�‘�d�±�t�d�÷�t�‘�¨�ø�c�‘�t�”�d�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�È�ø�E�‘�ø�‘�E�d�c�ƒ�Ó�t�‘���…�‘�Ó���÷�Š�‘�t�d�E�ð�‘�F���Ó���÷�§�ø�Ó�‘�Ó�d�Š�ø�F�§�d�c�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�;���c�t�Q�Ó�§�?�d�E�ø�t�§���÷�‘
�;���¨�d�E�‘�R�¶�÷�ø�ð�§�F�c�‘�E�ø�t�”�d�E�‘�t�”�ø�÷�‘�ø�‘�c�ƒ�R�R�d�÷�‘�ð�ø�÷�§�…�d�c�t�ø�t�§���÷�‘���…�‘�I���Ó�R�‘�È�ø�E�‘�E�§�¤�ø�Ó�E�¶�5�‘

�™�”�d�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�È�ø�E�{�‘�¨�”�§�F�”�‘�?�E���Ë�d�‘���ƒ�t�‘�§�÷�‘���������{�‘�”�ø�R�‘�E�����t�c�‘�d�±�t�d�÷�R�§�÷�Š�‘�¨�d�Ó�Ó�‘�?�d�…���E�d�‘�È���E�Ó�R�‘�È�ø�E�‘�Å�Å�|�‘�‰�E���ð�‘
���������Q���������{�‘�����E�d�ø�‘�d�±�;�d�E�§�d�÷�F�d�R�‘�;���Ó�§�t�§�F�ø�Ó�‘�ƒ�;�”�d�ø�¤�ø�Ó�{�‘�c���F�§�ø�Ó�‘�R�§�¤�§�c�§���÷�{�‘�d�F���÷���ð�§�F�‘�d�±�;�Ó���§�t�ø�t�§���÷�{�‘�ø�÷�R�‘
international decision-making that largely excluded Korean voices. Although the conflict started 
�ø�…�t�d�E�‘�t�”�d�‘�d�c�t�ø�?�Ó�§�c�”�ð�d�÷�t�‘���…�‘�t�¨���‘�E�§�¤�ø�Ó�‘�Š���¤�d�E�÷�ð�d�÷�t�c�{�‘�ð�ø�÷�¶�‘�F�ø�ƒ�c�d�c�‘�¨�d�E�d�‘�ø�Ó�E�d�ø�R�¶�‘�§�÷�‘�;�Ó�ø�F�d�‘�ø�t�‘�t�”�d�‘
�d�÷�R�‘���…�‘�È���E�Ó�R�‘�È�ø�E�‘�Å�Å�|�‘�_�±�ø�ð�§�÷�§�÷�Š�‘�t�”�§�c�‘�;�d�E�§���R�‘�t�”�E���ƒ�Š�”�‘�;���Ó�§�t�§�F�ø�Ó�{�‘�c���F�§�ø�Ó�{�‘�d�F���÷���ð�§�F�{�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�§�÷�t�d�E�÷�ø�t�§���÷�ø�Ó�‘
�Ó�d�÷�c�d�c�‘�E�d�¤�d�ø�Ó�c�‘�t�”�ø�t�‘�t�”�d�‘�F�ø�ƒ�c�d�‘���…�‘�t�”�d�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�È�ø�E�‘�¨�ø�c�‘�÷���t�‘�ø�‘�c�ƒ�R�R�d�÷�‘���ƒ�t�?�E�d�ø�Ë�{�‘�?�ƒ�t�‘�E�ø�t�”�d�E�‘ 
a combination of long- and short-term historical processes.

�‹���F�§�ø�Ó�Ó�¶�{�‘�	�ø�;�ø�÷�d�c�d�‘�ø�c�c�§�ð�§�Ó�ø�t�§���÷�‘�;���Ó�§�F�§�d�c�‘�F�E�d�ø�t�d�R�‘�¨�§�R�d�c�;�E�d�ø�R�‘�E�d�c�d�÷�t�ð�d�÷�t�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�t�E�ø�ƒ�ð�ø�|�‘�‰���E�F�d�R�‘
labor and military mobilisation and displacement created hardship for most of the population. 
�Õ�d�t�{�‘�…���E�‘�c���ð�d�{�‘�F���Ó�Ó�ø�?���E�ø�t�§���÷�‘�¨�§�t�”�‘�t�”�d�‘�F���Ó���÷�§�ø�Ó�‘�c�t�ø�t�d�‘�¨�ø�c�‘�ø�‘�;�ø�t�”�‘�…���E�‘�ø�R�¤�ø�÷�F�d�ð�d�÷�t�‘���E�‘�c�ƒ�E�¤�§�¤�ø�Ó�{�‘
�¨�”�§�F�”�‘�Ó�d�R�‘�t���‘�c�t�ø�E�Ë�‘�;���Ó�§�t�§�F�ø�Ó�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�c���F�§�ø�Ó�‘�R�§�¤�§�c�§���÷�c�‘�;���c�t�‘�Ó�§�?�d�E�ø�t�§���÷�|�‘�Å�÷�‘�t�”�d�‘�+���E�t�”�{�‘�Ó�ø�÷�R�‘�E�d�…���E�ð�‘�ø�÷�R�‘
decolonisation efforts carried out by People’s Committees were seen as addressing social 
�÷�d�d�R�c�‘�ð���E�d�‘�R�§�E�d�F�t�Ó�¶�|�‘�Å�÷�‘�F���÷�t�E�ø�c�t�{�‘�t�”�d�‘�‹���ƒ�t�”�‘�E�d�t�ø�§�÷�d�R�‘�ð�ø�÷�¶�‘�F���Ó���÷�§�ø�Ó�Q�d�E�ø�‘�d�Ó�§�t�d�c�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�F���Ó�Ó�ø�?���E�ø�t���E�c�{�‘
�÷���¨�‘�?�ø�F�Ë�d�R�‘�?�¶�‘�t�”�d�‘�¥�‹�{�‘�¨�”�§�F�”�‘�d�c�c�d�÷�t�§�ø�Ó�Ó�¶�‘�”�ø�Ó�t�d�R�‘�t�”�d�‘�R�d�F���Ó���÷�§�c�ø�t�§���÷�‘�;�E���F�d�c�c�d�c�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�Ó�ø�÷�R�‘
�E�d�R�§�c�t�E�§�?�ƒ�t�§���÷�|�‘�™�”�d�c�d�‘�c���F�§�ø�Ó�‘�§�÷�d�A�ƒ�ø�Ó�§�t�§�d�c�{�‘�F���ð�?�§�÷�d�R�‘�¨�§�t�”�‘�§�R�d���Ó���Š�§�F�ø�Ó�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�F�Ó�ø�c�c�‘�t�d�÷�c�§���÷�c�{�‘ 
made Korean society increasingly volatile and prone to conflict. 

�_�F���÷���ð�§�F�ø�Ó�Ó�¶�{�‘�����E�d�ø�j�c�‘�E�ø�;�§�R�‘�§�÷�R�ƒ�c�t�E�§�ø�Ó�‘�Š�E���¨�t�”�‘�R�ƒ�E�§�÷�Š�‘�t�”�d�‘�‹�d�F���÷�R�‘�‹�§�÷���Q�	�ø�;�ø�÷�d�c�d�‘�È�ø�E�‘�”�ø�R�‘�c�d�E�¤�d�R�‘
Japan’s imperial needs rather than Korea’s development. The North became an industrial base 
while the South remained largely agricultural. Koreans were conscripted to work at home and 
�ø�F�E���c�c�‘�t�”�d�‘�	�ø�;�ø�÷�d�c�d�‘�_�ð�;�§�E�d�|�‘�A�¶�‘���������{�‘�t�”�§�c�‘�Ó�d�…�t�‘�����E�d�ø�‘�d�F���÷���ð�§�F�ø�Ó�Ó�¶�‘�§�ð�?�ø�Ó�ø�÷�F�d�R�|�‘�™�”�d�‘�R�§�¤�§�c�§���÷�‘
�ø�t�‘�t�”�d�‘�����t�”�‘�;�ø�E�ø�Ó�Ó�d�Ó�‘�…�ƒ�E�t�”�d�E�‘�c�d�;�ø�E�ø�t�d�R�‘�t�”�d�‘�§�÷�R�ƒ�c�t�E�§�ø�Ó�‘�+���E�t�”�‘�…�E���ð�‘�t�”�d�‘�ø�Š�E�§�F�ƒ�Ó�t�ƒ�E�ø�Ó�‘�‹���ƒ�t�”�{�‘�F�E�d�ø�t�§�÷�Š�‘
�t�¨���‘�§�÷�t�d�E�R�d�;�d�÷�R�d�÷�t�‘�?�ƒ�t�‘�;���Ó�§�t�§�F�ø�Ó�Ó�¶�‘���;�;���c�d�R�‘�d�F���÷���ð�§�d�c�|�‘�™�”�§�c�‘�F�ø�ƒ�c�d�R�‘�d�ø�F�”�‘�E�d�Š�§�ð�d�‘�t���‘�?�d�F���ð�d�{�‘
�t���‘�ø�‘�F�d�E�t�ø�§�÷�‘�d�±�t�d�÷�t�{�‘�E�d�Ó�§�ø�÷�t�‘���÷�‘�§�t�c�‘���F�F�ƒ�;�¶�§�÷�Š�‘�;���¨�d�E�‘�S�‘�‹���¤�§�d�t�‘�c�ƒ�;�;���E�t�‘�§�÷�‘�t�”�d�‘�+���E�t�”�‘�ø�÷�R�‘���ð�d�E�§�F�ø�÷�‘
support in the South – that caused a deepening of rivalry in the Cold War context.

�v���Ó�§�t�§�F�ø�Ó�Ó�¶�{�‘�����E�d�ø�‘�E�d�ð�ø�§�÷�d�R�‘�ƒ�÷�R�d�E�‘�	�ø�;�ø�÷�d�c�d�‘�F���Ó���÷�§�ø�Ó�‘�E�ƒ�Ó�d�‘�¨�§�t�”�‘�Ó�§�t�t�Ó�d�‘�E�����ð�‘�…���E�‘�ø�ƒ�t���÷���ð���ƒ�c�‘
governance until the end of World War II. Nationalist groups were suppressed or forced into 
�d�±�§�Ó�d�|�‘���Ó�t�”���ƒ�Š�”�‘�c���ð�d�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�c�‘�t�E�§�d�R�‘�t���‘�¨���E�Ë�‘�¨�§�t�”�§�÷�‘�t�”�d�‘�c�¶�c�t�d�ð�{�‘�÷���‘�c�§�÷�Š�Ó�d�‘�Š�E���ƒ�;�‘�d�ð�d�E�Š�d�R�‘�ø�c�‘ 
�ø�‘�Ó�d�Š�§�t�§�ð�ø�t�d�‘�;���c�t�¨�ø�E�‘�Š���¤�d�E�÷�ð�d�÷�t�|�‘���Ó�Ó�§�d�R�‘�;���¨�d�E�c�‘�R�§�c�F�ƒ�c�c�d�R�‘�t�”�d�‘�;���c�t�¨�ø�E�‘�…�ø�t�d�‘���…�‘�����E�d�ø�‘�ø�t�‘�I�ø�§�E���{�‘
�Õ�ø�Ó�t�ø�{�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�v���t�c�R�ø�ð�‘�F���÷�…�d�E�d�÷�F�d�c�{�‘�?�ƒ�t�‘�¨�§�t�”���ƒ�t�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�E�d�;�E�d�c�d�÷�t�ø�t�§���÷�|�‘�È�”�d�÷�‘�	�ø�;�ø�÷�‘�c�ƒ�E�E�d�÷�R�d�E�d�R�‘
�§�÷�‘���ƒ�Š�ƒ�c�t�‘���������{�‘�����E�d�ø�‘�¨�ø�c�‘�ø�?�E�ƒ�;�t�Ó�¶�‘�R�§�¤�§�R�d�R�‘�?�¶�‘�t�”�d�‘�¥�‹�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�¥�‹�‹�~�‘�ø�t�‘�t�”�d�‘�����t�”�‘�;�ø�E�ø�Ó�Ó�d�Ó�|�‘�™�”�§�c�‘
division laid the groundwork for two separate regimes that claimed legitimacy over the entire 
�;�d�÷�§�÷�c�ƒ�Ó�ø�|�‘�¡���¨�d�¤�d�E�{�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�c�‘�¨�d�E�d�‘�÷���t�‘�;�ø�c�c�§�¤�d�‘�§�÷�‘�t�”�§�c�‘�;�E���F�d�c�c�{�‘�ø�c�‘�‹�¶�÷�Š�ð�ø�÷�‘�~�”�d�d�‘�ø�÷�R�‘���§�ð�‘�Å�Ó�‘
Sung positioned themselves as national leaders to pursue reunification on their own terms. 
�™�”�d�§�E�‘�ø�ð�?�§�t�§���÷�c�{�‘�c�ƒ�;�;���E�t�d�R�‘�?�¶�‘�c�ƒ�;�d�E�;���¨�d�E�‘�?�ø�F�Ë�§�÷�Š�{�‘�;�Ó�ø�¶�d�R�‘�ø�‘�F�d�÷�t�E�ø�Ó�‘�E���Ó�d�‘�§�÷�‘�d�c�F�ø�Ó�ø�t�§�÷�Š�‘ 
�t�d�÷�c�§���÷�c�‘�§�÷�t���‘�t�”�d�‘���������‘�¨�ø�E�|�‘

Korean War: Connections to the Cold War  
in Asia (Regional Study 11)



261

�I�ø�ƒ�c�d�‘�0�‘�I���÷�c�d�A�ƒ�d�÷�F�d

The concepts of cause and consequence examine both long- and short-term outcomes  
of historical decisions and actions. In the case of Korea under Japanese colonial rule  
the following points can be made:

���y �Korea faced exploitation in both labor and economics to fuel the Japanese industrial  
war machine. 

���y ��T�d�¤�d�Ó���;�d�R�‘�ð�§�÷�§�÷�Š�{�‘�”�¶�R�E���d�Ó�d�F�t�E�§�F�§�t�¶�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�…�ø�F�t���E�§�d�c�{�‘�?�ƒ�t�‘���¤�d�E�ƒ�c�d�‘�F�ø�ƒ�c�d�R�‘�d�A�ƒ�§�;�ð�d�÷�t�‘
�?�E�d�ø�Ë�R���¨�÷�{�‘�E�ƒ�÷�R���¨�÷�‘�…�ø�F�t���E�§�d�c�{�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�d�F���Ó���Š�§�F�ø�Ó�‘�R�ø�ð�ø�Š�d�|

Continuity and Change 

The concepts of continuity and change focus on what changed and what persisted over time. 
�I�”�ø�÷�Š�d�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�?�d�‘�A�ƒ�ø�Ó�§�…�§�d�R�‘�?�¶�‘�t�§�ð�d�‘�;�t�”�d�‘�;�ø�F�d�‘�¨�§�t�”�‘�¨�”�§�F�”�‘�F�”�ø�÷�Š�d�‘�”�ø�;�;�d�÷�c�<�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�§�÷�t�d�÷�c�§�t�¶�‘�;�”���¨�‘
�c�t�E���÷�Š�‘���E�‘�;�E���…���ƒ�÷�R�‘�t�”�d�‘�F�”�ø�÷�Š�d�‘�§�c�<�|�‘�I�”�ø�÷�Š�d�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�F���÷�t�§�÷�ƒ�§�t�¶�‘�F�ø�÷�‘�?�d�‘�d�¤�ø�Ó�ƒ�ø�t�d�R�‘�ø�c�‘�d�§�t�”�d�E�‘�;���c�§�t�§�¤�d�‘ 
or negative depending on the perspective. 

�	�ø�;�ø�÷�d�c�d�‘�E�ƒ�Ó�d�‘�?�E���ƒ�Š�”�t�‘�c�§�Š�÷�§�…�§�F�ø�÷�t�‘�F�”�ø�÷�Š�d�c�‘�t���‘�����E�d�ø�j�c�‘�d�F���÷���ð�¶�{�‘�d�R�ƒ�F�ø�t�§���÷�‘�c�¶�c�t�d�ð�{�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�c���F�§�ø�Ó�‘
�E���Ó�d�c�‘�;�;�ø�E�t�§�F�ƒ�Ó�ø�E�Ó�¶�‘�…���E�‘�¨���ð�d�÷�<�|�‘

In order to evaluate change and continuity these points can be helpful:

���y ��‰���E�F�d�R�‘�E�d�Ó�§�Š�§���ƒ�c�{�‘�Ó�ø�÷�Š�ƒ�ø�Š�d�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�÷�ø�ð�d�‘�F�”�ø�÷�Š�d�c�‘�¨�d�E�d�‘�;�ø�§�÷�…�ƒ�Ó�‘�?�ƒ�t�‘�Ó�ø�E�Š�d�Ó�¶�‘�E�d�¤�d�E�c�d�R�‘ 
after liberation. 

���y ��������{�������‘�n�F���ð�…���E�t�‘�¨���ð�d�÷�o�‘�c�ƒ�…�…�d�E�d�R�‘�Ó�§�…�d�Ó���÷�Š�‘�t�E�ø�ƒ�ð�ø�‘�…�E���ð�‘�c�d�±�ƒ�ø�Ó�‘�c�Ó�ø�¤�d�E�¶�|

���y ��È���ð�d�÷�‘�Š�ø�§�÷�d�R�‘�Ó�§�ð�§�t�d�R�‘�d�R�ƒ�F�ø�t�§���÷�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�¨�ø�Š�d�‘�Ó�ø�?���E�‘���;�;���E�t�ƒ�÷�§�t�§�d�c�{�‘�¶�d�t�‘�c���F�§�ø�Ó�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�Š�d�÷�R�d�E�‘
hierarchies persisted. 

���y �Continued industrialisation from the pre-colonial era accelerated further due to  
the Second Sino-Japanese War.

Significance

�¡�§�c�t���E�§�F�ø�Ó�‘�c�§�Š�÷�§�…�§�F�ø�÷�F�d�‘�d�±�;�Ó���E�d�c�‘�¨�”�¶�‘�F�d�E�t�ø�§�÷�‘�d�¤�d�÷�c�‘���E�‘�R�d�¤�d�Ó���;�ð�d�÷�t�c�‘�ð�ø�t�t�d�E�{�‘�?���t�”�‘�ø�t�‘�t�”�d�‘�t�§�ð�d�‘ 
�ø�÷�R�‘�§�÷�‘�t�”�d�‘�Ó���÷�Š�‘�t�d�E�ð�|�‘�Å�÷�‘�t�”�d�‘�F�ø�c�d�‘���…�‘�����E�d�ø�{�‘�t�”�d�‘�d�±�F�Ó�ƒ�c�§���÷�‘���…�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�¤���§�F�d�c�‘�ø�…�t�d�E�‘�È���E�Ó�R�‘�È�ø�E�‘�Å�Å 
when decisions were made by the Allies had great significance for its short- and long-term 
development. When evaluating the significance these points should be taken into account: 

���y �Korean agency was ignored by the Allied powers during the decision making process for 
Korean post-war independence.

���y ��™�”�d�‘�;���Ó�§�t�§�F�ø�Ó�‘�R�d�¤�d�Ó���;�ð�d�÷�t�c�‘�F���÷�t�E�§�?�ƒ�t�d�R�‘�t���‘�����E�d�ø�j�c�‘�R�§�¤�§�c�§���÷�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�t�”�d�‘���������‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�È�ø�E�‘�ø�÷�R�‘
leads to continued division today. 

�I���÷�F�d�;�t�ƒ�ø�Ó�‘�I���÷�÷�d�F�t�§���÷�c



262 HISTORY OF KOREA�|�‘�I���ƒ�E�c�d�‘�I���ð�;�ø�÷�§���÷�‘�…���E�‘�Å�A�‘�¡�§�c�t���E�¶�‘�v�ø�;�d�E�‘���{�‘�~�d�Š�§���÷�ø�Ó�‘�‹�t�ƒ�R�¶�‘���c�§�ø�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�@�F�d�ø�÷�§�ø�|�‘�����E�d�ø�‘���������Q��������

�v�d�E�c�;�d�F�t�§�¤�d�c

�™�”�§�c�‘�F���÷�F�d�;�t�c�‘�d�ð�;�”�ø�c�§�c�d�c�‘�t�”�d�‘�d�±�§�c�t�d�÷�F�d�‘���…�‘�ð�ƒ�Ó�t�§�;�Ó�d�‘�¤�§�d�¨�;���§�÷�t�c�‘�¨�”�§�F�”�‘�ø�E�d�‘�c�”�ø�;�d�R�‘�?�¶�‘�F���÷�t�d�±�t�{�‘
�;���c�§�t�§���÷�{�‘�d�±�;�d�E�§�d�÷�F�d�{�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�§�R�d���Ó���Š�¶�|�‘�#�ƒ�Ó�t�§�;�Ó�d�‘�;�d�E�c�;�d�F�t�§�¤�d�c�‘�ø�E�d�‘�¤�§�c�§�?�Ó�d�‘�§�÷�‘�t�”�d�‘�F���÷�t�d�±�t�‘���…�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘
history:

���y Korean responses varied: some collaborated and many resisted. 

���y �Syngman Rhee focused on diplomatic resistance while Kim Il Sung and the communists 
focused on armed resistance. 

���y �™�”�d�‘�d�F���÷���ð�§�F�{�‘�c���F�§�ø�Ó�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�;���Ó�§�t�§�F�ø�Ó�‘�F���÷�c�d�A�ƒ�d�÷�F�d�c�‘���…�‘�	�ø�;�ø�÷�d�c�d�‘�F���Ó���÷�§�ø�Ó�‘�E�ƒ�Ó�d�‘�…���E�‘�����E�d�ø�|

���y ��@�E�R�§�÷�ø�E�¶�‘�F�§�t�§�Í�d�÷�c�‘�E�d�c�§�c�t�d�R�‘�?�¶�‘�;�E�d�c�d�E�¤�§�÷�Š�‘�Ó�ø�÷�Š�ƒ�ø�Š�d�{�‘�”�§�c�t���E�¶�{�‘�F�E�d�ø�t�§�÷�Š�‘�c�d�F�E�d�t�‘�Š�E�ø�…�…�§�t�§�‘���E�‘�c�Ó���¨�§�÷�Š�‘
work. 

Paper 2 Practice

 Authoritarian Rule

See below for ideas of ways you might use the material in this chapter to address questions for 
the Paper 2 Thematic study 3: Authoritarian rule (from 1750 CE onwards).

Inquiry Question: �¡���¨�‘�R�§�R�‘�ø�ƒ�t�”���E�§�t�ø�E�§�ø�÷�‘�E�ƒ�Ó�d�‘�ø�…�…�d�F�t�‘�;�d���;�Ó�d�j�c�‘�Ó�§�¤�d�c�5�‘

Investigating how authoritarian rule affects people's lives focuses on the consequences and 
�”���¨�‘�R�d�d�;�Ó�¶�‘�§�t�‘�F�”�ø�÷�Š�d�c�‘�;�d���;�Ó�d�l�c�‘�Ó�§�¤�d�c�|�‘�‰�E���ð�‘���������Q���������{�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�c���F�§�d�t�¶�‘�¨�ø�c�‘�t�§�Š�”�t�Ó�¶�‘�F���÷�t�E���Ó�Ó�d�R�‘
under Japanese authoritarian rule. This period was marked by increasingly harsher attempts to 
erase Korean identity and culture and assimilate the population into the Japanese Empire. 

Religion and Cultural Control

Korean religious practices were forced to change to state Shintoism which demanded loyalty 
to the Emperor. Christians faced persecution for refusing to bow at Shinto shrines with many 
�;�ø�c�t���E�c�‘�?�d�§�÷�Š�‘�§�ð�;�E�§�c���÷�d�R�|�‘�I�”�ƒ�E�F�”�d�c�‘�¨�d�÷�t�‘�ƒ�÷�R�d�E�Š�E���ƒ�÷�R�{�‘���;�d�E�ø�t�§�÷�Š�‘���÷�‘�¨�d�d�Ë�÷�§�Š�”�t�c�‘�¨�§�t�”�‘�;�d���;�Ó�d�‘
singing songs in their head for fear of being discovered. Buddhist temples were reorganised to 
reflect Japanese institutions. Confucianism was discouraged as outdated and seen as a direct 
clash with imperial ideology. 

Social Hierarchies 

Koreans became second class citizens in their own land as Japanese settlers received 
�;�E�d�…�d�E�d�÷�t�§�ø�Ó�‘�t�E�d�ø�t�ð�d�÷�t�‘�§�÷�‘�”���ƒ�c�§�÷�Š�{�‘�Ã���?�c�{�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�d�R�ƒ�F�ø�t�§���÷�|�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�c�‘�E�d�F�d�§�¤�d�R�‘�c�t�E�§�F�t�‘�c�ƒ�E�¤�d�§�Ó�Ó�ø�÷�F�d�‘
�ø�÷�R�‘�R�§�c�F�E�§�ð�§�÷�ø�t�§���÷�{�‘���…�t�d�÷�‘�?�d�§�÷�Š�‘�;�ø�§�R�‘�”�ø�Ó�…�‘���…�‘�ø�‘�	�ø�;�ø�÷�d�c�d�‘�¨���E�Ë�d�E�|�‘�#�ø�÷�¶�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�c�‘�¨�d�E�d�‘�F���d�E�F�d�R�‘
�§�÷�t���‘�Ó�ø�?���E�‘���E�‘�t�”�d�‘�ð�§�Ó�§�t�ø�E�¶�‘�ø�c�‘�t�”�d�‘�¨�ø�E�‘�d�…�…���E�t�‘�d�±�;�ø�÷�R�d�R�|�‘�‰�ƒ�E�t�”�d�E�ð���E�d�{�‘�c���ð�d�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�c�‘�d�±�;�d�E�§�d�÷�F�d�R�‘
starvation levels of food rationing.
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Naming and Identity 

The 1939 naming policies coerced Koreans to adapt Japanese style names. The Korean names 
held special ancestral meaning by linking the name to a location. These were replaced or 
modified to follow the Japanese naming structures to create a new history linked to Japan. 
�#�ø�÷�¶�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�c�‘�F���ð�;�Ó�§�d�R�‘���ƒ�t�‘���…�‘�÷�d�F�d�c�c�§�t�¶�{�‘�”���¨�d�¤�d�E�{�‘�§�t�‘�¨�ø�c�‘�ø�‘�R�d�d�;�Ó�¶�‘�;�ø�§�÷�…�ƒ�Ó�‘�;�E���F�d�c�c�|�‘

Everyday Life and Resistance

�T�d�c�;�§�t�d�‘���;�;�E�d�c�c�§���÷�{�‘�A�ƒ�§�d�t�‘�ø�F�t�c�‘���…�‘�E�d�c�§�c�t�ø�÷�F�d�‘�;�d�E�c�§�c�t�d�R�|�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�c�‘�…���ƒ�÷�R�‘�¨�ø�¶�c�‘�t���‘�R���R�Š�d�‘
�F���÷�c�F�E�§�;�t�§���÷�‘�÷���t�§�F�d�c�|�‘�‹���ð�d�‘�F�”�ƒ�E�F�”�d�c�‘�ð�d�t�‘�§�÷�‘�c�d�F�E�d�t�{�‘�¨�”�§�Ó�d�‘�…�ø�ð�§�Ó�§�d�c�‘�F���÷�t�§�÷�ƒ�d�R�‘�t���‘�;�E�ø�¶�‘�ø�t�‘�”���ð�d�{�‘
�ø�÷�R�‘�t�ø�ƒ�Š�”�t�‘�t�”�d�§�E�‘�F�”�§�Ó�R�E�d�÷�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�”�§�c�t���E�¶�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�¡�ø�÷�Š�ƒ�Ó�|�‘�¥�÷�R�d�E�Š�E���ƒ�÷�R�‘�F�ƒ�Ó�t�ƒ�E�ø�Ó�‘�ð���¤�d�ð�d�÷�t�c�‘�Ë�d�;�t�‘
Korean identity alive. 

�•�Ó���?�ø�Ó�‘�I���÷�÷�d�F�t�§���÷�c�‘�I�ø�c�d�‘�‹�t�ƒ�R�§�d�c�‘�t���‘�F���÷�c�§�R�d�E�‘�D���������Q�;�E�d�c�d�÷�t�<

�_�ƒ�E���;�d�‘�• Fascist Italy; Great Britain over Ireland 

Americas: Augusto Pinochet in Chile; Papa Doc in Haiti; French in Haiti; Fidel Castro in Cuba

Africa: Belgium’s Colonial Rule over Congo; Great Britain colonial rule over Kenya

Australia and Oceania: Australia’s treatment of Indigenous peoples; Papua and New Guinea 
�ƒ�÷�R�d�E�‘���ƒ�c�t�E�ø�Ó�§�ø�÷�‘���R�ð�§�÷�§�c�t�E�ø�t�§���÷�‘���������Q���������‚�‘�‰�§�Ã�§�‘�ƒ�÷�R�d�E�‘�A�E�§�t�§�c�”�‘�E�ƒ�Ó�d�‘���������Q���������‚�‘�@�¤�d�E�t�”�E���¨�‘�ø�÷�R�‘
annexation of The Kingdom of Hawaii 



264

Works Cited
���§�Ë���{�‘�¥�t�c�ƒ�ð�§�|�‘�n�	�ø�;�ø�÷�j�c�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�‹���Ó�R�§�d�E�c�‘�§�÷�‘�t�”�d�‘�v�ø�F�§�…�§�F�‘�È�ø�E�|�o�‘Asian Labor 

in the Wartime Japanese Empire�{�‘�d�R�§�t�d�R�‘�?�¶�‘�v�ø�ƒ�Ó�‘�¡�|�‘���E�ø�t���c�Ë�ø�{�‘�~���ƒ�t�Ó�d�R�Š�d�{�‘ 
���������{�‘�;�;�|�‘�����S�����|

�I�ø�;�E�§���{�‘�#�ø�E�Ë�‘�_�|�‘Japanese Assimilation Policies in Colonial Korea�{�‘���������S���������|
�¥�÷�§�¤�d�E�c�§�t�¶�‘���…�‘�È�ø�c�”�§�÷�Š�t���÷�‘�v�E�d�c�c�{�‘���������|

�I�ø�;�E�§���{�‘�#�ø�E�Ë�‘�_�|�{�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�	�§�ø�‘�Õ�ƒ�|�‘�n�@�F�F�ƒ�;�ø�t�§���÷�c�‘���…�‘�����E�d�ø�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�	�ø�;�ø�÷�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�t�”�d
Origins of the Korean Diaspora in Japan.” Diaspora without Homeland: Being 
Korean in Japan�{�‘�¥�÷�§�¤�d�E�c�§�t�¶�‘���…�‘�I�ø�Ó�§�…���E�÷�§�ø�‘�v�E�d�c�c�{�‘���������{�‘�;�;�|�‘�����S�����|�‘https://doi.
���E�Š�M�����|���������M��������������������������.

�I�”���÷�Š�{�‘�¡�¶���÷�Q�?�ø�d�Ë�|�‘A History of Korean Women.�‘���F�ø�R�d�ð�¶�‘���…�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�‹�t�ƒ�R�§�d�c�{�‘���������|

�I�”���j�d�{�‘�Õ���÷�Š�Q�¡���|�‘�n�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�v�E�§�c���÷�d�E�c�‘���…�‘�È�ø�E�‘�§�÷�‘�¡�ø�¨�ø�§�§�‘�R�ƒ�E�§�÷�Š�‘�È���E�Ó�R�‘�È�ø�E�‘�Å�Å�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�t�”�d
�I�ø�c�d�‘���…�‘�¥�|�‹�|�‘�+�ø�¤�¶�‘���?�R�ƒ�F�t�§���÷�‘���…�‘�™�”�E�d�d�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�‰�§�c�”�d�E�ð�d�÷�|�o�‘Asia-Pacific Journal:  
Japan Focus�{�‘�¤���Ó�|�‘���{�‘�÷���|�‘���{�‘���������|

�I�”���ƒ�{�‘�È�ø�÷�Q�¶�ø���|�‘�n�™�”�d�‘�����ð�§�÷�Ë�ø�‘�#���¤�d�ð�d�÷�t�‘�§�÷�‘�™�ø�§�¨�ø�÷�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�����E�d�ø�•�‘�I���ð�;�ø�E�§�c���÷�c�‘�ø�÷�R
Interpretations.” The Japanese Wartime Empire, 1931–1945�{�‘�d�R�§�t�d�R�‘�?�¶�‘ 
�v�d�t�d�E�‘�T�ƒ�ƒ�c�‘�d�t�‘�ø�Ó�|�{�‘�v�E�§�÷�F�d�t���÷�‘�¥�÷�§�¤�d�E�c�§�t�¶�‘�v�E�d�c�c�{�‘���������|

�I�”�ƒ�÷�Š�{�‘�È�����Q�Õ���÷�Š�|�‘�n�	�ø�;�ø�÷�d�c�d�‘�I���Ó���÷�§�ø�Ó�‘�~�ƒ�Ó�d�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�Å�÷�R�d�;�d�÷�R�d�÷�F�d�‘�#���¤�d�ð�d�÷�t�|�o
A History of Korea�{�‘�t�E�ø�÷�c�Ó�ø�t�d�R�‘�?�¶�‘�	���÷�Š�Q�I�”���Ó�‘���÷�{�‘���F�ø�R�d�ð�¶�‘���…�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�‹�t�ƒ�R�§�d�c�{�‘���������|

�I�ƒ�ð�§�÷�Š�c�{�‘�A�E�ƒ�F�d�| Korea’s Place in the Sun: A Modern History.�‘���÷�R�‘�d�R�|�{�‘
�È�|�‘�È�|�‘�+���E�t���÷�{�‘���������|

�I�ƒ�ð�§�÷�Š�c�{�‘�A�E�ƒ�F�d�|�‘The Korean War: A History. �~�ø�÷�R���ð�‘�¡���ƒ�c�d�‘�v�ƒ�?�Ó�§�c�”�§�÷�Š�‘�•�E���ƒ�;�{�‘���������|

�I�ƒ�ð�§�÷�Š�c�{�‘�A�E�ƒ�F�d�|�‘The Origins of the Korean War: Liberation and the Emergence 
of Separate Regimes, 1945–1947�|�‘�v�E�§�÷�F�d�t���÷�‘�¥�÷�§�¤�d�E�c�§�t�¶�‘�v�E�d�c�c�{�‘���������|

�T�ƒ�ƒ�c�{�‘�v�d�t�d�E�|�‘�n�	�ø�;�ø�÷�j�c�‘�È�ø�E�t�§�ð�d�‘�_�ð�;�§�E�d�•�‘�v�E���?�Ó�d�ð�c�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�Å�c�c�ƒ�d�c�|�o�‘The Japanese
Wartime Empire, 1931–1945�{�‘�d�R�§�t�d�R�‘�?�¶�‘�~�ø�ð���÷�‘�¡�|�‘�#�¶�d�E�c�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�#�ø�E�Ë�‘�~�|�‘�v�d�ø�t�t�§�d�{�‘ 
�v�E�§�÷�F�d�t���÷�‘�¥�÷�§�¤�d�E�c�§�t�¶�‘�v�E�d�c�c�{�‘���������|

�_�F�Ë�d�E�t�{�‘�I�ø�E�t�d�E�‘�	�|�‘Korea, Old and New: A History�|�‘�Å�Ó�F�”���Ë�ø�Ë�‚�‘�¡�ø�E�¤�ø�E�R�‘�¥�÷�§�¤�d�E�c�§�t�¶�‘
�v�E�d�c�c�{�‘���������|

�_�F�Ë�d�E�t�{�‘�I�ø�E�t�d�E�‘�	�|�‘�n�™���t�ø�Ó�‘�È�ø�E�{�‘�Å�÷�R�ƒ�c�t�E�§�ø�Ó�§�Í�ø�t�§���÷�{�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�‹���F�§�ø�Ó�‘�I�”�ø�÷�Š�d�‘�§�÷�‘���ø�t�d�‘
Colonial Korea.” The Japanese Wartime Empire, 1931–1945, edited by  
�v�d�t�d�E�‘�T�ƒ�ƒ�c�‘�d�t�‘�ø�Ó�|�{�‘�v�E�§�÷�F�d�t���÷�‘�¥�÷�§�¤�d�E�c�§�t�¶�‘�v�E�d�c�c�{�‘���������|

�n�_�±�F�”�ø�÷�Š�d�‘���…�‘�Å�§�d�¨�c�‘�?�d�t�¨�d�d�÷�‘�t�”�d�‘�¥�÷�§�t�d�R�‘�‹�t�ø�t�d�c�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�I�”�§�÷�ø�‘�~�d�Š�ø�E�R�§�÷�Š�‘�t�”�d
Future Status of Korea and the Question of Recognizing a Provisional Korean 
Government.” Office of the Historian, U.S. Department of State�|�‘���F�F�d�c�c�d�R�‘�����‘���;�E�|�‘���������|

https://doi.org/10.1525/9780520916197
https://doi.org/10.1525/9780520916197


265

“General Statement.” Cairo Declaration�{�‘���‘�T�d�F�|�‘���������|�‘Library of Congress.

�‰�§�d�Ó�R�c�{�‘�T�ø�¤�§�R�‘�v�|�‘Foreign Friends: Syngman Rhee, American Exceptionalism, 
and the Division of Korea�|�‘�¥�÷�§�¤�d�E�c�§�t�¶�‘�v�E�d�c�c�‘���…�‘���d�÷�t�ƒ�F�Ë�¶�{�‘���������|

�¡�ø�”�÷�{�‘�#���÷�§�F�ø�|�‘�n�+�ø�t�§���÷�ø�Ó�‘�T�§�¤�§�c�§���÷�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�t�”�d�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�È�ø�E�|�o�‘A History of Korea�{
�t�E�ø�÷�c�Ó�ø�t�d�R�‘�?�¶�‘���d�§�t�”�‘�‹�§�d�R�d�Ó�{�‘���F�ø�R�d�ð�¶�‘���…�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�‹�t�ƒ�R�§�d�c�{�‘���������{�‘�;�;�|�‘�������S�����|

�¡�ø�÷�{�‘�	���÷�Š�¨�����|�‘The Metamorphosis of U.S.–Korea Relations: The Korean Question
Revisited. �‘���d�±�§�÷�Š�t���÷�‘�A�����Ë�c�{�‘���������|

�¡�ø�÷�c�Š�E�§�Š�{�‘�‰�E�§�t�Í�|�‘�n�����E�d�ø�j�c�‘�Å�÷�R�ƒ�c�t�E�§�ø�Ó�‘�T�d�¤�d�Ó���;�ð�d�÷�t�|�o�‘Transactions of the Royal Asiatic
Society, Korea Branch�{�‘�¤���Ó�|�‘�����{�‘���������|

�¡�§�c�ø�Ë���{�‘�+�ø�§�t���ƒ�|�‘�n�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�‰���E�F�d�R�‘���ø�?���E�‘�§�÷�‘�	�ø�;�ø�÷�j�c�‘�È�ø�E�t�§�ð�d�‘�_�ð�;�§�E�d�|�o�‘Asian Labor 
in the Wartime Japanese Empire�{�‘�d�R�§�t�d�R�‘�?�¶�‘�v�ø�ƒ�Ó�‘�¡�|�‘���E�ø�t���c�Ë�ø�{�‘�~���ƒ�t�Ó�d�R�Š�d�{�‘ 
���������{�‘�;�;�|�‘�����S�������|

�Å�t���{�‘�™�ø�Ë�ø�c�”�§�|�‘A Sorrowful Homecoming, Part 2: North Korean Survivors 
�;�Å�§�R�d���‘�™�E�ø�÷�c�F�E�§�;�t�<�|�‘�¥�I�����‘�I�d�÷�t�d�E�‘�…���E�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�‹�t�ƒ�R�§�d�c�{�‘���������|

�	�§�{�‘�‹�ƒ�Š���Ó�|�‘�n�™�”�d�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�+�ø�t�§���÷�ø�Ó�‘���§�?�d�E�ø�t�§���÷�‘�#���¤�d�ð�d�÷�t�‘�§�÷�‘�t�”�d�‘�I���÷�t�d�±�t�‘���…�‘�È���E�Ó�R
History in the Early 20th Century.” The Korean Historical Review �{�‘�¤���Ó�|�‘�������{�‘ 
���������{�‘�;�;�|�‘���S�����|

���ø�÷�Š�{�‘�¡�§�Ó�R�§�|�‘Under the Black Umbrella: Voices from Colonial Korea�{�‘���������S���������|
�I���E�÷�d�Ó�Ó�‘�¥�÷�§�¤�d�E�c�§�t�¶�‘�v�E�d�c�c�{�‘���������|

���ø�¨�ø�c�”�§�ð�ø�{�‘���d�÷�‘�I�|�‘The Proletarian Gamble: Korean Workers in Interwar Japan.
�T�ƒ�Ë�d�‘�¥�÷�§�¤�d�E�c�§�t�¶�‘�v�E�d�c�c�{�‘���������|

���d�d�{�‘�	���ø�÷�|�‘�n�#���R�d�E�÷�‘���E�t�‘�§�÷�‘���ø�t�d�‘�I���Ó���÷�§�ø�Ó�‘�����E�d�ø�•�‘���‘�~�d�c�d�ø�E�F�”�‘�_�±�;�d�E�§�ð�d�÷�t�|�o
Modernism/modernity,�‘�¤���Ó�|�‘���{�‘�÷���|�‘���{�‘���������|

���§�ð�{�‘�Å�Ó�‘�‹�ƒ�÷�Š�|�‘With the Century: Reminiscences of Kim Il Sung. Foreign Languages
�v�ƒ�?�Ó�§�c�”�§�÷�Š�‘�¡���ƒ�c�d�{�‘���������|

���§�ð�{�‘���d���÷�Š�§�Ó�|�‘�n�	�ø�;�ø�÷�d�c�d�‘���c�c�§�ð�§�Ó�ø�t�§���÷�‘�v���Ó�§�F�¶�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�™�”���ƒ�Š�”�t�‘�I���÷�¤�d�E�c�§���÷�‘�§�÷�‘�I���Ó���÷�§�ø�Ó
Korea.” Colonial Rule and Social Change in Korea, 1910–1945�{�‘�d�R�§�t�d�R�‘�?�¶�‘�¡���÷�Š�‘
�Õ�ƒ�÷�Š�‘���d�d�‘�d�t�‘�ø�Ó�|�{�‘�¥�÷�§�¤�d�E�c�§�t�¶�‘���…�‘�È�ø�c�”�§�÷�Š�t���÷�‘�v�E�d�c�c�{�‘���������|

���§�ð�{�‘���¨�ø�÷�Š�Q�@�Ë�|�‘�n�I���Ó���÷�§�ø�Ó�‘�A���R�¶�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�Å�÷�R�§�Š�d�÷���ƒ�c�‘�‹���ƒ�Ó�•�‘�~�d�Ó�§�Š�§���÷�‘�ø�c�‘�ø�‘�I���÷�t�d�c�t�d�R
Terrain of Culture.” Colonial Rule and Social Change in Korea, 1910–1945�{�‘�d�R�§�t�d�R�‘
�?�¶�‘�¡���÷�Š�‘�Õ�ƒ�÷�Š�‘���d�d�‘�d�t�‘�ø�Ó�|�{�‘�¥�÷�§�¤�d�E�c�§�t�¶�‘���…�‘�È�ø�c�”�§�÷�Š�t���÷�‘�v�E�d�c�c�{�‘���������{�‘�;�;�|�‘�������S�������|

���§�ð�{�‘�‹���÷�Ã�ø�‘�#�|�‘�n�È���ð�d�÷�{�‘�•�d�÷�R�d�E�{�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�‹���F�§�ø�Ó�‘�I�”�ø�÷�Š�d�‘�§�÷�‘�I���Ó���÷�§�ø�Ó�‘�����E�d�ø�|�o�‘Routledge
Handbook of Modern Korean History�{�‘�d�R�§�t�d�R�‘�?�¶�‘�#�§�F�”�ø�d�Ó�‘�	�|�‘�‹�d�t�”�{�‘�~���ƒ�t�Ó�d�R�Š�d�{�‘ 
���������{�‘�;�;�|�‘�������S�����|

���§�ð�{�‘�‹�ƒ�Í�¶�|�‘Everyday Life in the North Korean Revolution, 1945–1950.
�I���E�÷�d�Ó�Ó�‘�¥�÷�§�¤�d�E�c�§�t�¶�‘�v�E�d�c�c�{�‘���������|

���§�ð�ƒ�E�ø�{�‘�#�§�t�c�ƒ�”�§�Ë���|�‘�n�I���Ó���÷�§�ø�Ó�‘�T�d�¤�d�Ó���;�ð�d�÷�t�‘���…�‘�#���R�d�E�÷�‘�Å�÷�R�ƒ�c�t�E�¶�‘�§�÷�‘�����E�d�ø�|�o�‘
Japan Review �{�‘�¤���Ó�|�‘���{�‘�÷���|�‘���{�‘���������|



266

���§�ð�ƒ�E�ø�{�‘�#�§�t�c�ƒ�”�§�Ë���|�‘�n�™�”�d�‘�_�F���÷���ð�§�F�c�‘���…�‘�	�ø�;�ø�÷�d�c�d�‘�Å�ð�;�d�E�§�ø�Ó�§�c�ð�‘�§�÷�‘�����E�d�ø�{�‘���������S���������|�o�‘
The Economic History Review �{�‘�¤���Ó�|�‘�����{�‘�÷���|�‘���{�‘���������{�‘�;�;�|�‘�������S�������|

�������Ë�{�‘�‹�ƒ�÷�Š�”�ø�{�‘�d�t�‘�ø�Ó�|�‘National Museum of Korean Contemporary History Permanent 
Collection�|�‘�+�ø�t�§���÷�ø�Ó�‘�#�ƒ�c�d�ƒ�ð�‘���…�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�I���÷�t�d�ð�;���E�ø�E�¶�‘�¡�§�c�t���E�¶�{�‘���������|

���E�ø�t���c�Ë�ø�{�‘�v�ø�ƒ�Ó�‘�¡�|�‘�n���ø�?���E�‘�#���?�§�Ó�§�Í�ø�t�§���÷�‘�§�÷�‘�	�ø�;�ø�÷�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�t�”�d�‘�	�ø�;�ø�÷�d�c�d�‘�_�ð�;�§�E�d�|�o�‘
Asian Labor in the Wartime Japanese Empire: Unknown Histories�{�‘�~���ƒ�t�Ó�d�R�Š�d�{�‘
���������{�‘�;�;�|�‘���S�����|

���E�§�c�”�÷�ø�÷�{�‘�~�|�‘�~�|�‘�n�_�ø�E�Ó�¶�‘�¡�§�c�t���E�¶�‘���…�‘�¥�|�‹�|�‘�Å�ð�;�d�E�§�ø�Ó�§�c�ð�‘�§�÷�‘�����E�d�ø�|�o�‘Social Scientist�{�‘
�¤���Ó�|�‘�����{�‘�÷���|�‘�����{�‘���������{�‘�;�;�|�‘���S�����|

���d�d�{�‘�I�”���÷�Š�Q�‹�§�Ë�| The Politics of Korean Nationalism.�‘�¥�÷�§�¤�d�E�c�§�t�¶�‘���…�‘�I�ø�Ó�§�…���E�÷�§�ø�‘�v�E�d�c�c�{�‘���������|

���d�d�{�‘�	���÷�Š�c�����| The Partition of Korea after World War II: A Global History. 
�v�ø�Ó�Š�E�ø�¤�d�‘�#�ø�F�ð�§�Ó�Ó�ø�÷�{�‘���������|

���d�d�{�‘���§�Q�?�ø�§�Ë�|�‘A New History of Korea�|�‘�™�E�ø�÷�c�Ó�ø�t�d�R�‘�?�¶�‘�_�R�¨�ø�E�R�‘�È�|�‘�È�ø�Š�÷�d�E�{�‘
�¡�ø�E�¤�ø�E�R�‘�¥�÷�§�¤�d�E�c�§�t�¶�‘�v�E�d�c�c�{�‘���������|

�v�ø�Ó�ð�d�E�{�‘�A�E�ø�÷�R���÷�| Fighting for the Enemy: Koreans in Japan’s War, 1937–1945.
�¥�÷�§�¤�d�E�c�§�t�¶�‘���…�‘�È�ø�c�”�§�÷�Š�t���÷�‘�v�E�d�c�c�{�‘���������|

�~���?�§�÷�c���÷�{�‘�#�§�F�”�ø�d�Ó�‘�_�R�c���÷�|�‘Korea’s Twentieth-Century Odyssey. 
�¥�÷�§�¤�d�E�c�§�t�¶�‘���…�‘�¡�ø�¨�ø�§�i�§�‘�v�E�d�c�c�{�‘���������|

�‹�F�ø�Ó�ø�;�§�÷���{�‘�~���?�d�E�t�‘���|�{�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�I�”���÷�Š�Q�‹�§�Ë�‘���d�d�|�‘Communism in Korea.�‘�Å���Ó�|�‘���{�‘
�¥�÷�§�¤�d�E�c�§�t�¶�‘���…�‘�I�ø�Ó�§�…���E�÷�§�ø�‘�v�E�d�c�c�{�‘���������|

�‹���”�{�‘�I�”�ƒ�÷�Š�”�d�d�‘�‹�ø�E�ø�”�|�‘The Comfort Women: Sexual Violence and 
Postcolonial Memory in Korea and Japan.�‘�¥�÷�§�¤�d�E�c�§�t�¶�‘���…�‘�I�”�§�F�ø�Š���‘�v�E�d�c�c�{�‘���������|

�‹���E�d�÷�c�d�÷�{�‘�I�Ó�ø�E�Ë�‘�È�|�‘�n�™�”�d�‘�����E�d�ø�÷�‘�‰�ø�ð�§�Ó�¶�‘�§�÷�‘�I���Ó���÷�§�ø�Ó�‘�‹�;�ø�F�d�•�‘�I�ø�ƒ�Š�”�t�‘�?�d�t�¨�d�d�÷
Modernization and Assimilation.” Colonial Rule and Social Change in Korea,  
1910–1945�{�‘�d�R�§�t�d�R�‘�?�¶�‘�¡���÷�Š�‘�Õ�ƒ�÷�Š�‘���d�d�‘�d�t�‘�ø�Ó�|�{�‘�¥�÷�§�¤�d�E�c�§�t�¶�‘���…�‘�È�ø�c�”�§�÷�Š�t���÷�‘�v�E�d�c�c�{�‘���������|

�‹�t�ƒ�d�F�Ë�{�‘�È�§�Ó�Ó�§�ø�ð�|�‘�n�™�”�d�‘�¥�÷�§�t�d�R�‘�‹�t�ø�t�d�c�{�‘�t�”�d�‘�‹���¤�§�d�t�‘�¥�÷�§���÷�{�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�t�”�d�‘�T�§�¤�§�c�§���÷�‘���…�‘�����E�d�ø�•
A Comparative Approach.” Journal of American–East Asian Relations,�‘�¤���Ó�|�‘���{�‘ 
�÷���|�‘���{�‘���������{�‘�;�;�|�‘���S�����|

�‹�ƒ�”�{�‘�T�ø�d�Q�c�����Ë�|�‘The Korean Communist Movement, 1918–1948. Princeton
�¥�÷�§�¤�d�E�c�§�t�¶�‘�v�E�d�c�c�{�‘���������|

�¥�÷�§�t�d�R�‘�‹�t�ø�t�d�c�|�‘�@�…�…�§�F�d�‘���…�‘�‹�t�E�ø�t�d�Š�§�F�‘�‹�d�E�¤�§�F�d�c�{�‘�~�d�c�d�ø�E�F�”�‘�ø�÷�R�‘���÷�ø�Ó�¶�c�§�c�‘�A�E�ø�÷�F�”�|�‘
Korea: Administrative Divisions.�‘���������|

�¥�|�‹�|�‘�T�d�;�ø�E�t�ð�d�÷�t�‘���…�‘�‹�t�ø�t�d�|�‘The Text of the Agreements Reached at the Crimea
(Yalta) Conference between President Roosevelt, Prime Minister Churchill,  
and Generalissimo Stalin. �����‘�‰�d�?�|�‘���������{�‘�;�;�|�‘���S���|

�Õ���c�”�§�ð�§�{�‘�Õ���c�”�§�ø�Ë�§�|�‘�I���ð�…���E�t�‘�È���ð�d�÷�•�‘Sexual Slavery in the Japanese Military 
during World War II. �‘�I���Ó�ƒ�ð�?�§�ø�‘�¥�÷�§�¤�d�E�c�§�t�¶�‘�v�E�d�c�c�{�‘���������|



267

�Õ�����{�‘�™�”�d���R���E�d�‘�	�ƒ�÷�|�‘The Politics of Gender in Colonial Korea: Education, Labor,
and Health. �‘�¥�÷�§�¤�d�E�c�§�t�¶�‘���…�‘�I�ø�Ó�§�…���E�÷�§�ø�‘�v�E�d�c�c�{�‘���������|

�í�ø�÷�ø�c�§�{�‘�#�ø�E�Š�”�d�E�§�t�ø�|�‘�n�I���Ó�Ó�ø�?���E�ø�t�§���÷�{�‘�~�d�c�§�c�t�ø�÷�F�d�{�‘�ø�÷�R�‘���F�F���ð�ð���R�ø�t�§���÷�‘�§�÷�‘�+���E�t�”�d�ø�c�t
Asia.” The Cambridge History of the Second World War,�‘�¤���Ó�|�‘���{�‘�d�R�§�t�d�R�‘�?�¶�‘�~�§�F�”�ø�E�R�‘
�A���c�¨���E�t�”�‘�ø�÷�R�‘�	���c�d�;�”�‘�#�ø�§���Ó���{�‘�I�ø�ð�?�E�§�R�Š�d�‘�¥�÷�§�¤�d�E�c�§�t�¶�‘�v�E�d�c�c�{�‘���������{�‘�;�;�|�‘�������S�������|

Further Reading

�I�ƒ�ð�§�÷�Š�c�{�‘�A�E�ƒ�F�d�|�‘Korea’s Place in the Sun: A Modern History.�‘���÷�R�‘�d�R�|�{�‘
�È�|�‘�È�|�‘�+���E�t���÷�‘�0�‘�I���ð�;�ø�÷�¶�{�‘���������|

�‰�§�d�Ó�R�c�{�‘�T�ø�¤�§�R�‘�v�|�‘�‰���E�d�§�Š�÷�‘�‰�E�§�d�÷�R�c�•�‘Syngman Rhee, American Exceptionalism, 
and the Division of Korea.�‘�¥�÷�§�¤�d�E�c�§�t�¶�‘�v�E�d�c�c�‘���…�‘���d�÷�t�ƒ�F�Ë�¶�{�‘���������|

���ø�÷�Š�{�‘�¡�§�Ó�R�§�|�‘Under the Black Umbrella: Voices from Colonial Korea, 1910–1945.
�I���E�÷�d�Ó�Ó�‘�¥�÷�§�¤�d�E�c�§�t�¶�‘�v�E�d�c�c�{�‘���������|

�~���?�§�÷�c���÷�{�‘�#�§�F�”�ø�d�Ó�‘�_�R�c���÷�|�‘Korea’s Twentieth-Century Odyssey. 
�¥�÷�§�¤�d�E�c�§�t�¶�‘���…�‘�¡�ø�¨�ø�§�ü�§�‘�v�E�d�c�c�{�‘���������|

�‹�d�t�”�{�‘�#�§�F�”�ø�d�Ó�‘�	�|�{�‘�d�R�§�t���E�|�‘Routledge Handbook of Modern Korean History.
�~���ƒ�t�Ó�d�R�Š�d�‘�M�‘�™�ø�¶�Ó���E�‘�0�‘�‰�E�ø�÷�F�§�c�‘�•�E���ƒ�;�{�‘���������|



268

01�è�è�è�è�è�è�è�è�è�è�ð�ð�ð�ð�ð�ð��ðMid-Century Challenges
�Abigail Gometz, International School  

���…�‘�t�”�d�‘�‹�t���F�Ë�”���Ó�ð�‘�~�d�Š�§���÷�‘�_�‘�v�ø�Š�d�‘����

02�è�è�ð�ð�Opening up of Korea and 
Regional Perspectives
Abigail Gometz, International School  

���…�‘�t�”�d�‘�‹�t���F�Ë�”���Ó�ð�‘�~�d�Š�§���÷�‘�_�‘�v�ø�Š�d�‘����

Contributors

���Ø�ÿ�÷�¾�ÿ���ð�9�"���ã�J�q�ðis a teacher at the International School of the Stockholm Region in Sweden. She 

has been a History teacher for more than 25 years, working in schools in the UK and in Europe. Having 

completed an undergraduate degree at UCL, she then went on to complete a PhD in Medieval History at 

the University of Leeds. Since 2007 Abbie has been an enthusiastic convert to the IB system, and loves 

teaching about Authoritarian States and Europe in the interwar period. For the last there years, Abbie 

has been organising study trips to Berlin for her students to gain a deeper understanding of Weimar and 

Nazi Germany.

�y�¾�O���ð�9�>�¾�Ù�ã�ðis a teacher at the Park Lane International School 

in Prague, the Czech Republic. Paul, originally from Manchester, UK, 

completed his degree in History and American Studies at the University 

of Nottingham in 2003. Following this, he completed his postgraduate 

certificate in education with a specialism in history teaching. Paul has 

worked in London, Guangzhou, Hong Kong and Prague. While working internationally, Paul has developed 

experience with IB Diploma History, Theory of Knowledge and MYP Individuals and Societies. Paul has 

worked as an author of educational materials for schools, this has included writing articles on aspects 

of 20th-century history and producing course books for MYP Individuals and Societies.

03�è�è��ð��ðImpact on Regional Rivalries
�v�ø�ƒ�Ó�‘�•�E�ø�F�d�{�‘�v�ø�E�Ë�‘���ø�÷�d�‘�Å�÷�t�d�E�÷�ø�t�§���÷�ø�Ó�‘�‹�F�”�����Ó�‘ 

�_�‘�v�ø�Š�d�‘����



269

04�è�è� �Nature and Impact of Reforms 
under the Korean Empire
�A�E�§�R�Š�d�t�‘�#�ø�E�t�§�÷�{�‘�Å�÷�t�d�E�÷�ø�t�§���÷�ø�Ó�‘�‹�F�”�����Ó�‘���…�‘�v�ø�E�§�c�‘ 

�_�‘�v�ø�Š�d�‘������

���>�ÿ�ß�÷�ã�J�ð�X�¾�>�J�ÿ�� is a teacher at the International School of 

Paris, France. A Secondary History Teacher at the International School 

of Paris, Bridget also coordinates teacher training activities with 

EuroClio and is certified as an IB Workshop Leader. She holds a Master 

of Teaching from the University of Melbourne as well as a Master of Arts (History) from the University of 

Groningen. She has produced peer-reviewed research on topics such as history curriculum debates and 

approaches to oral history in education. Bridget also spent 4 years on the Scientific Advisory Council of 

the Observatory on History Teaching in Europe, an initiative of the Council of Europe.

�������ÿ�B�"���ð���ã�Ù�ÿ���ðis a veteran social studies educator and depart-

ment chair at duPont Manual High School in Louisville, Kentucky. 

With over twenty years of classroom experience, she specializes in 

inquiry-based instruction that helps students connect historical events to geographic context, civic  

decision-making, and lived human experience. Allison has extensive experience in curriculum design, 

teacher professional development, and national educational leadership. She has contributed to published 

instructional resources, served in leadership roles within Advanced Placement programs, and has been 

recognized at the state and national level for excellence in teaching and curriculum leadership, including 

being named Kentucky High School Teacher of the Year.

05�è�è�ð��Nature Of, and Social, Economic 
and Political Impact of Japanese 
Rule
���Ó�Ó�§�c���÷�‘�I�d�F�§�Ó�{�‘�R�ƒ�v���÷�t�‘�#�ø�÷�ƒ�ø�Ó�‘�¡�§�Š�”�‘�‹�F�”�����Ó�‘ 

�_�‘�v�ø�Š�d�‘������



270

06�è�è� �Social, Economic and Political 
Impact of the Sino-Japanese War
���d�±�§�‘�@�ƒ�R�ð�ø�÷�{�‘�~���t�t�d�E�R�ø�ð�‘�Å�÷�t�d�E�÷�ø�t�§���÷�ø�Ó�‘�‹�d�F���÷�R�ø�E�¶�‘

�‹�F�”�����Ó�‘�_�‘�v�ø�Š�d�‘������

�R�ã�h�ÿ�ð�`�O�ß���¾���ðis an IB History Educator at Rotterdam Inter-

national Secondary School in the Netherlands. She originates from the 

USA and holds her MA in Global History and International Relations 

from Erasmus University, Rotterdam, where she wrote her thesis on 

sensitive and controversial history in international schools. She has taught history and social studies 

for a total of 11 years in the US system and in Dutch International schools. Additionally, she volunteered 

for an education-focused NGO in St. Jean du Sud, Haiti, for a year.

Reviewers
�X�¾�>���¾�ð�����÷�ã���ÿ�Ù�¾�ð�€�¾���¾�q�¾�> —�‘�™�”�d�‘�_�÷�Š�Ó�§�c�”�‘�‹�F�”�����Ó�‘�§�÷�‘�I���Ó���ð�?�§�ø

�>�i�ã�B�ã�"���÷�ð���ü���ð—�‘�™�ø�§�;�d�§�‘�#�ƒ�÷�§�F�§�;�ø�Ó�‘�Ï�§�c���÷�Š�‘�¡�§�Š�”�‘�‹�F�”�����Ó�‘�§�÷�‘�™�ø�§�¨�ø�÷

�>�i�"�c�"�"�ð�R�ã�ã

�R�ã�i���¾�ð�&�B�ð���¾���ÿ�ð—�‘�™�”�d�‘�����J�‘�‹�F�”�����Ó�‘�§�÷�‘�™�„�E�Ë�§�¶�d

�Z�ÿ�ß�ü�ÿ�ð�R�O���ÿ�¾�ð—�‘�v�ø�t�”�¨�ø�¶�c�‘�È���E�Ó�R�‘�‹�F�”�����Ó�‘�§�÷�‘�Å�÷�R�§�ø

�€�J�ã�ö�¾���ÿ�¾�ð�9�¾�>�÷�ÿ�"���ÿ�ð—�‘�_�Ó�Ó�§�;�c�d�‘�#���÷�t�d�c�c���E�§�‘���F�ø�R�d�ð�¶�‘�§�÷�‘�‰�E�ø�÷�F�d


